
St. Anne Catholic Church 

https://saintannerockhill.org/ 

SPONSOR AND GODPARENT FORM 

“Insofar as possible, a person to be baptized is to be given a sponsor who assists an adult in Christian initiation 

or together with the parents presents an infant for baptism. A sponsor helps the baptized person to lead a 

Christian life in keeping with baptism and to fulfill faithfully the obligations inherent in it.” (Canon 872, Code of 

Canon Law) 

The role of a sponsor is such an important one that the Catholic Church has specific requirements for those asked 

to fulfill it. The following statements come from the requirements for sponsors and godparents as set down in the 

Code of Canon Law of the Catholic Church. The relevant canonical requirements are listed on the back of this 

form. 

 

Please print 

I,  , have been asked to be a sponsor/godparent for 

 for the sacrament of  . 

(Recipient’s full name) 

 

 

Please initial by each statement: 

I have read and understand the requirements of canon law listed on the reverse side.   

I am at least 16 years of age.   

I am a faithful, practicing Catholic and have been baptized and confirmed.   

I am not bound by any canonical impediment.   

I am not the father, mother, step-parent, or custodial guardian of the candidate.   
 
Are you free to receive Holy Communion when you come to Mass? _ ________________ 

 

I, (print name)  , a faithful, practicing Catholic seeking to be admitted as a 

sponsor/godparent, solemnly affirm that I fulfill the requirements of the Catholic Church for this role as presented 

above. I intend, with the grace of God, to continue the practice of my Catholic faith, and I will, to the best of my 

ability, carry out the obligations of my role as sponsor/godparent. 

Sponsor/Godparent’s signature  Date   

 

Sponsor/Godparent’s phone number  email   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please deliver or mail to the address below. 

Saint Anne Catholic Church –1694 Bird St, Rock Hill, SC 29730-Secretary@saintanne.com 

To be completed by the parish of the sponsor/godparent: 

Approval of the Parish Priest   
Parish 

Seal 
Name of Parish   City, State   



SPONSOR/GODPARENT 

CODE OF CANON LAW OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

Can.872 Insofar as possible, a person to be baptized is to be given a sponsor who assists an adult in 

Christian initiation or together with the parents presents an infant for baptism. A sponsor also helps the 

baptized person to lead a Christian life in keeping with baptism and to fulfill faithfully the obligations 

inherent in it. 

 

Can.873 There is to be only one male sponsor or one female sponsor or one of each. 

 

Can.874 §1. To be permitted to take on the function of sponsor a person must: 

• Be designated by the one to be baptized, by the parents or the person who takes their place, or in 
their absence by the pastor or minister and have the aptitude and intention of fulfilling this 
function; 

• Have completed the sixteenth year of age, unless the diocesan bishop has established another 
age, or the pastor or minister has granted an exception for a just cause; 

• Be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has already received the most holy sacrament of the 
Eucharist and who leads a life of faith in keeping with the function to be taken on; 

• Not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared; 

• Not be the father or mother of the one to be baptized. 

 

§2. A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial community is not to participate 

except together with a Catholic sponsor and then only as a witness of the baptism. 

PADRINO/MADRINA 

CÓDIGO DE DERECHO CANÓNICO DE LA IGLESIA CATÓLICA 

 

Can.872 En la medida de lo posible, a la persona que va a ser bautizada se le asignará un padrino o 

madrina, que asiste al adulto en la iniciación cristiana o, junto con los padres, hace la presentación del 

niño para el bautismo. El padrino ayudará también al bautizado a llevar una vida cristiana conforme al 

bautismo y a cumplir fielmente las obligaciones inherentes al mismo. 

 

Can.873 Debe haber un solo padrino o una sola madrina, o uno de cada uno. 

 

Cán.874 §1. Para poder asumir la función de padrino o madrina, una persona debe: 

• Ser designado por el que va a ser bautizado, por los padres o por la persona que haga sus 

veces, o en su defecto por el párroco o ministro y tener aptitud e intención de cumplir esta 

función; 

• Haber cumplido los dieciséis años de edad, a no ser que el Obispo diocesano haya 

establecido otra edad, o el párroco o ministro haya concedido una excepción por justa 

causa; 

• Ser católico confirmado y haber recibido ya el santísimo sacramento de la Eucaristía y 

llevar una vida de fe acorde con la función que se va a asumir; 

• No estar sujeto a ninguna pena canónica legítimamente impuesta o declarada; 

• No ser padre o madre del que va a ser bautizado. 

 

§2. El bautizado que pertenece a una comunidad eclesial no católica no debe participar sino 

junto con un padrino católico y entonces sólo como testigo del bautismo. 
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