ANNUNCIATION PARISH

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, AUGUST 2, 2026

They all ate and were satisfied.
Matthew 14:.20

Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their prayers with
unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as their Creator
and guide, you may restore what you have created and keep safe what
you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and
ever.

www.catholicculture.org




EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, AUGUST 2, 2026

Welcome To Annunciation Parish, The Roman Catholic Community of Newington

Whether you are a long-time parishioner, a returning parishioner, a new parishioner, or a visitor, welcome
to our community. We are glad that you are here and hope that you feel at home. If you are not already a
member of our parish, please consider joining us. If you are a member of our parish already, please consider
Joining one of our ministries.

The Catholic Church welcomes new members of all ages. Children are welcomed into our faith through the
sacrament of Baptism. Adults can either join our faith, or complete their sacraments of initiation through
our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) or our Adult Confirmation program. If you are interested,
please call the rectory at: (860) 666-1591.

C]ergX Linda Lutz, Office Assistant

Rev. Janusz Kukulka, Pastor linda@annunciationnewington.com
fr.kukulka@aohct.org

Rev. Joseph Pullikattil, Parochial Vicar Office of Religious Education
fr.pullikattil@aohct.org Monica Lagana, Director of Religious Education

dre@annunciationnewington.com
Weekend Associates Phone: (860) 471-3695

Rev. Lawrence Bock

Eliza Harris, Coordinator of Religious Education

Msgr. James Kinnane CRE@annunciationnewington.com

Deacons

James Blanchette Sacramental Ministries
deaconjimb@annunciationnewington.com Baptism

Bruce Thompson, Senior Deacon To schedule a Baptism, visit our website:

Deacon Julio Maturana, Business Manager www.annunciationnewington.com,- Book a Baptism
business@annunciationnewington.com and then once the form is submitted, Deacon
Phone: (860) 436-4381 Blanchette will call to arrange a meeting.

Music Ministry .
> Marriage

Mark Neumann, Parish Director of Music . .
Please call the rectory at least six months in advance.

neumn@hotmail.com Couples meet with the priest for an initial pastoral

David Dyson, Organist conversation before a wedding date can be set. Please do

music.dyson@annunciationnewington.com not make other plans until a date has been confirmed

with your parish.

Rectory Office

9a.m. - 2p.m. Monday - Friday For the Sick
(860) 666-1591 We are happy to visit with the homebound.

Kimberly Marchetti, Parish Secretary If you or a loved one would like a home visit, Holy
kim@annunciationnewington.com Communion or the Anointing of the Sick, please contact

the rectory office.
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“Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said the
blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to
the crowds.” Matthew 14:19

The readings for the 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A show God’s care for people.
They remind us that God provides, loves, and invites all to come to Him.

God’s Generosity: God gives freely to all. Isaiah speaks of food and drink without cost, and
Jesus feeds thousands with little.

God’s Love is Unbreakable: Paul says nothing can separate us from God’s love.
No hardship or struggle can take it away.

Trust in God’s Care: The disciples worried about feeding the crowd, but Jesus provided.
This shows that God knows our needs and cares for us.

Invitation to Come to God: Isaiah calls all to come and receive. Jesus welcomes the crowd
and gives them what they need.

Jesus Feeds the Hungry: The feeding of the five thousand shows Jesus’ care for people’s needs.
He does not send them away but provides for them.

God’s Promise is Eternal: [saiah reminds us of God’s lasting covenant. God’s love and care
never end. r :
The Eucharist as Spiritual Food: Jesus’ miracle of feeding the g -

to the Eucharist. Just as He gave them bread to satisfy their :

hunger, He gives us Himself in the Eucharist to nourish our souls. [&
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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, AUGUST 2, 2026

Mass Intentions

In Loving Memory

Saturday, August 1st, The Vigil For The Eighteenth Sunday We pray for...
In Ordinary Time ) Mary Burke
H/S — 4:00 p.m. l\é[;‘ﬁfgf rFl‘aSr;eﬂc}If » 2™ Anniversary, Burton “Skip” Callahan III
Sunday, August 2nd, The Eighteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time Geraldine Gallo
S/M  8:00 a.m. Joseph Abate, By His Wife & Children
H/S 9:15am. John Discenza, By His Children Robert Guerrette
S/M 10:30 a.m Dr. Arnaldo Sierra & Marion Sierra, Helena Hansen
By Their Children .
H/S 12:00 p.m. Ann Marie Kelley, 20 Aniversary, Elaine Holloway
By Her Family . Wi
Monday, August 3rd, Weekday Susan M Wlnchgll
H/S 9:00 a.m. Remy Martula & Wladyslaw Nega, And for the consolation of
By The Family their family & friends.
H/S 9:00 a.m. All Souls in Purgatory, By Anna th O Lord: let licht
Wednesday, August S5th, Weekday; The Dedication of the Basilica Ll ; ord, ‘et your g
of Saint Mary Major shine upon them
H/S 9:00 a.m. Dolores & Chester Zlotkowski,
By Their Daughter
Thursday, August 6th, THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD Parish Support
H/S 9:00 a.m. John Adelhardt, By D. Callegher
Friday, August 7th, Weekday; Saint Sixtus II, Pope, and July 26, 2026
Companions, Martyrs; Saint Cajetan, Priest
H/S 9:00 a.m. Julian Pastor, By The Pastor Family
Saturday, August 8th, The Vigil For The Nineteenth Sunday Weekly $9,758
In Ordinary Time Onli Givi $4.001
H/S 4:00 p.m. James & Lorraine Behan, By Their Family SRS AR 2
Sunday, August 9th, The Nineteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time Total $13,759
S/M  8:00 a.m. Lorraine Zydanowicz, ’
By Marie Aschenbrenner
H/S 9:15am. Janet Harrington, By The Annunciation . . .
Parish Women’s Guild Eucharistic Adoration
S/M 10:30 a.m Steffie & Joseph Kopczewski, Holy Spirit Church
By Their Family 6:00 - 700pm
H/S 12:00 p.m. Marian Carluccio, ) -

Tuesday Evenings

Spend the whole hour or as
much time as you can give!

Birthday Remembrance, By Her Family

By assisting devoutly at Mass, we render the sacred
humanity of Our Lord the greatest homage. He makes up

for many failings and omissions. We should pray like this

at the beginning of Mass: “O Most just God, with contrite
heart and steadfast hope, I lay my sins upon this sacred
altar, in order that they may be consumed by the flames
of Your divine Charity, purged away by the Precious
Blood of Jesus, and fully atoned for by His infinite
merits. Amen.”




PARISH CALENDAR, AUGUST 2, 2026

The Knights Sandwich Ministry
Our next sandwich collection is Sunday,
August 16th at 4:30 in the
St. Mary School Parking lot.

K of C Food Collection
Sunday, August 2nd @ both churches.

The Prayer Shawl Group
Meets the third Thursday of every month at
12:30 p.m. at The Holy Spirit church hall from
September to June.

The Men’s Club

...meets on the third Wednesday of every month,

at 6:00 p.m. in St. Mary lower rectory.
Contact: Tom Morris at (860) 666-6331

The Men’s Fellowship Group
...meets every Wednesday evening from
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Holy Spirit Church Hall.
Contact: Angelo Marchetti (860) 202-1612

The Women’s Fellowship Group

...meets every Thursday from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Holy Spirit Church Hall.
Contact: Kim Marchetti (860) 202-0020

The Women’s Guild
The Women’s Guild Executive Board
will meet on Monday, August 31st, and the
General Membership meeting will be held on
Tuesday, September 15th.
All meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. in the Holy
Spirit Church Hall.

Altar Servers Needed For
Funerals And Masses

We are actively looking for volunteers

to help serve as Altar Servers for our
funerals at both Holy Spirit & Saint
Mary’s Church as well as weekend
masses.

If this is a ministry that you would be
able to contribute your time and talents
to, please contact Kim at: 860-666-1591.
Thank you so much!

g@%@m@@ﬁ
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“Save The Date Tag Sale”

To all Parishioners. Your assistance is
requested. The Annunciation Women’s Guild
will once again be holding a Tag Sale fundraiser.
It will be held on Saturday September 12th,
2026 with free admission, and paid preview
on Friday September 11th.

As you complete your Spring and Summer
household cleaning, we ask you to please
consider putting aside clean, working, and
useable items and donating them to the tag
sale in September.

Clean, working and usable items needed are:
small appliances, jewelry, handbags, glassware,
china, pottery, small electronics, pots and pans,
toys, lamps, suitcases, small furniture or patio
items, clean pet items, small sports equipment,
small hand tools, knick knacks, and linens and
craft items.

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED include: Large
or heavy furniture, books, CD’s, DVD’s,
videos, records, video equipment, medical
equipment, clothing or shoes, infant seats,
cribs or high chairs, Christmas trees or
lights, televisions, monitors or computer
items, plastic food items, mugs and water
glasses, pictures or picture frames, large
lawn or yard equipment, stuffed toys and
unsafe or hazardous items.”

The 19th Annual Connecticut Catholic
Men's Conference:

Saturday, October 10, 2026, 7:30AM - Vigil
Mass

Location - Holy Cross Catholic High School,
Waterbury, CT

Adoration, Confession, Speakers, Exhibitors,
Lunch, Mass

Speakers: Fr. Dan Reehil, Fr. Declan Gibson,
Ms. Jeanne Mancini, and Dr. Karlo Broussard

For more information, please visit:
www.ctcatholicmen.org

or call Bill Mitchell in the evenings:
(860) 436-2669

Franciscan Golf Classic

Come play golf at our annual Franciscan Golf
Classic benefiting the Franciscan Life Center
and Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care,
Monday, August 10, 2026. Bring a foursome,
be a sponsor, be a dinner guest at the beautiful
Stanley Golf Course in New Britain, CT.

There are great opportun1t1es to win prizes.

The cost per player is $195.00.

To learn more visit franciscanlifecenter.square.site
or call 203-237-8084.
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REGISTRATION'NOW OPEN

mvmue STUDENTS FROM K- J.O
, +«9 2 d 1400

REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION 1S NOW OPEN UNTIL 8/26.
REGISTRATION FEES ARE $50/ STUDENT OR gggh
& $90 FOR THOSE MAKING THEIR .
SACRAMENTS OF FIRST HoLY communion T
OR CONFIRMATION. CLASSES BEGIN
O W ScptemBER 27TH. IN PERSON REGISTRATION
B4 ON AUGUST 23" 1-4PM AT OUR CHURCH
= PICNIC.

i ' L AN Q.
PROGRAM TIMES ENR oLl=NOW

SUNDAY 10:30 -11:30 .
MONDAY 5:30 - 6:50 , 5 0!
CLASSES HELD TWICE A MONTH. | 'ﬁ |
EVERY SECOND AND FOURTH WEEK OF
EV}RY MONTH*

\

/ EMAIL 4
REOANNUNCIATIONNEWINGTON com @

FIR.ST HOLY COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION CLASSES MAY BE HELD OUTSIDE OF THIS MODI
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Vou're Invited to the Annunciation Parish

CHURCH PICNIC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026
Raindate, August 30, 2026

All Families Are Welcome to Attend!
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Holy Spirit Church, 183 Church St, Newington
GAMES - FOOD — MUSIC — CRAFTS - FUN
Food, Desserts, and Drinks Provided!

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN CHAIRS AND
A CULTURAL DISH OR DESSERT TO SHARE

CLICK ON THE QR CODE TO REGISTER BY JULY 23, 2026
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT
LYNN LUTZ AT (860)604-6798 OR LUTZ62511@GMAIL.COM
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ANNUNCIATION PARISH

Holy Spirit Church Hall
183 Church Street, Newington
Preview - Friday, September 11, 2026
$5.00 Admission 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Saturday, September 12, 2026

CLEAN AND USABLE ARTICLES NEEDED

SMALL APPLIANCES (WORKING CONDITION) SMALL HAND TOOLS

JEWELRY, HANDBAGS LINENS & CRAFT ITEMS
GLASSWARE, CHINA, POTTERY SMALL SPORTS ITEMS
SMALL ELECTRONICS (WORKING CONDITION)  POTS & PANS

TOYS, LAMPS KNICK-KNACKS

SMALL FURNITURE OR PATIO SUITCASES

CLEAN PET ITEMS SMALL SPORTS EQUIPMENT

NO TRUCK LOADS PLEASE
WE WILL NOT ACCEPT THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT PLASTIC FOOD ITEMS

FURNITURE LARGE OR HEAVY LARGE LAWN OR YARD EQUIPMENT
CLOTHING OR SHOES MUGS OR WATER GLASSES

INFANT SEATS, CRIBS OR HIGHCHAIRS PICTURES OR FRAMES

CHRISTMAS TREES OR LIGHTS BOOKS, CD’S, RECORDS OR CASSETTES

TELEVISIONS, MONITORS OR COMPUTERS UNSAFE OR HAZARDOUS ITEMS
STUFFED TOYS BASKETS
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Branches on the Vine

NEWS FROM THE

Archdiocesan
Employee Venerates
Mortal Remains of
St. Francis of Assisi

- Story by Shelley Wolf

ulfilling a dream, an employee of the

Archdiocese of Hartford got the rare
opportunity to get a little closer to St.
Francis of Assisi.

Meriline Sarkar participated in a rare
exposition of the body of St. Francis,
whose mortal remains were made visible
for veneration for only one month (Feb.
22 to March 22) in Assisi, ltaly, to
commemorate the 800th anniversary of
his death.

"I thought, ‘I cannot miss this
opportunity,’ says Sarkar, an
administrative assistant for the
Archdiocese of Harfford's Metropolitan
Tribunal, who saw the event advertised

online in the fall of 2025.

St. Francis of Assisi's relics have been
viewed by the public enly ence in 800
years. The recent viewing aftracted
370,000 pilgrims, who had to register
online for their visit.

“St. Francis of Assisi is just so inspiring,”
says Sarkar, who admires the saint for

his humility and Gospel-inspired way of
living. I wanted to see him. | felt a pull. |
couldn't stop myself, even though | didn't
have the money for the trip.”

In the interim, she landed a new job
with paid vacation time, which made the
pilgrimage possible. “It's like God lined
it up,” she says with gratitude. Sarkar,
now a U.S. citizen, traveled to Rome
alone, then joined five priests from her
homeland of Bangladesh for the final leg
to Assisi.

The Basilica of St. Francis, which houses
the saint's remains, was built in Assisi in
the saint's honor in 1230. Now a papal
basilica, the care of the saint’s remains

are overseen by the Order of Friars Minor

Conventual (Franciscan Conventuals).

Meriline Sarkar stands in front of the Basilica of 5t. Francis, the site of 5t. Francis of Assisi's tomb, built in

1230 in Assisi, ltaly. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Waiting outside to get in, she says, “I
waited anxiously praying. Then we were
led inside by a monk and shown the
church.”

The pilgrims were led to a glass
container, where St. Francis’ bones were
laid. “I touched the case and started
crying,” Sarkar says, as she prayed to
the saint. "It was overwhelming. He has
always been my favorite, with his humble
story.”

Pilgrims pray over the exposition of the body of St.
Francis of Assisi in the Basilica earfier this year.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sarkar also saw the famous San Damiano
crucifix, from which St. Francis heard

a voice commanding him fo “repair

my house.” “| saw the cross he used to
kneel before and pray to. That cross is
still hanging,” she reports.

Sarkar enjoyed the small fown of Assisi.
“It's so beautiful. It's a Medieval town
and still has cobblestone streets. You
need great endurance to walk up and
down,” she says.

While in Assisi, she also prayed at
the tombs of 5t. Clare, one of the first
followers of St. Francis, and St. Carlo
Acutis, the first millennial saint.

Then there was the site of St. Francis’
father's house, which is topped by a
church. “There's a statue of his parents
holding a piece of garment,” she says,
referring to the garments St. Francis
rejected, along with his father's worldly
textile trade, for a life devoted to Christ
and lived in poverty, humility and
fraternity.

St. Francis, a lover of peace, the poor,
and the natural world, founded the
Franciscan orders and later received the
stigmata of Christ.

Though his remains are no longer on
view, visitors are still welcome to visit
the Basilica of St. Francis and to pray
at his tomb. For more information,
visit sanfrancescovive.org/en/home.
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Upcoming Events

JUNE 4 - AUGUST 27 @ & - 8PM
4 SUMMER ALPHA YOUNG
ADULT GROUP
St. Margaret Mary Church,
Rectory Basement, South Windsor

Welcome to all people ages 18 to 39 years old.

Join us for food, friendship, faith, and fun, every Thursday throughout
the summer! Every week we share pizza, watch faith-based videos, and
participate in small group discussions. If you have any questions, text
B860-816-6149. Our welcoming group would love to have you join us!

AUGUST 13-16

UNIQUE BOUTIQUE TAG SALE
St. Teresa Of Calcutta Parish,

5t. Bridget Church, Manchester

Come join and explore at the 5t. Bridget Church Tag Sale!

On Thursday, August 13th from Spm - Bpm admission fee is $10.00.
Thursday admission includes wine and cheese while you shop.
Admission Friday, August 14th from 4pm - Bpm is 51,

Admission on Saturday, August 15th fram Qam - 4pm is free.
Admission on Sunday, August 16th from 9am - 11am is free,

ltems for sale include furniture, books, jewelry, collectibles, foys, hard-
ware, artwork, household items, linens, glassware, sporting goods,
holiday items, crafts, stationery, gardening supplies, luggage, pocket-
books and much more!

AUGUST 6 - 8 @ 5PM - 10PM
HOLY ROSARY'S ANNUAL
ITALIAN FESTIVAL

Our Lady of the Valley Parish,
Holy Rosary Church, Ansonia

Our Annual Hfalian Festival offers wonderful ltalian food, featuring our
handmade meatballs, lasagna, pasta e fagioli, porchetta, fried cala-
mari, fried dough and more! Don't forget to grab some lalian pastries
for dessert! Enjoy live music, dancing, raffles, and fun for the kids.
Bring your family and friends and your appetite!

AUGUST 7 @ 6PM

HEALING MASS WITH ANOINTING
OF THE SICK

St. John Paul the Great Parish, St. Peter
Church, Torrington

In these challenging times, many of us carry burdens... be it physical
ailments like cancer and kidney disease, emotional struggles like
depression, anxiety, PTSD and grief, or spiritual batiles. YOU'RE NOT
ALONE. Reconnect, find solace, and embrace the healing powers of our
divine physician, Jesus Christ. The evening begins with the Divine Mercy
Chaplet followed by the Mass. Let's come together, share our stories, and
experience the transformative power of faith.

AUGUST 10 @ 8:30AM

30TH ANNUAL FRANCISCAN GOLF
CLASSIC

Stanley Golf Course, New Britain

Come play golf at our annual Franciscan Golf Classic benefifing the
Franciscan Life Center and Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care,
Monday, August 10, 2026. Bring a foursome, be a sponsor, be a dinner
guest at the beautiful Stanly Golf Course in New Britain, CT. There are
great opportunities to win prizes. The cost per player is $195.00. To
learn more visit franciscanlifecenter.square.site or call 203-237-8084.

AUGUST 15 @ 2PM $25

ST. JUSTIN - ST. MICHAEL MULTICULTURAL
JAZZ & GOSPEL FESTIVAL

St. Justin - St. Michael Parish Lawn, Hartford

Join us for the &th Annual St. Justin - St. Michael |azz & Gospel Concert
celebrating diversity through music, food, and fellowship in a welcoming
atmosphere. Delicious food included in the ticket price and amazing
door prizes. Tickets cost $25 per person; kids under 12 are FREE. Don't
miss out on this joyous community event! Prepare for a day of incredible
music and good vibes. Call the Parish Center Office 860-246-6897 for
tickets and information,

2026 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Total Goal: STIOM  95.93% as of 7/20/26

$9,592,507.09 in pledges from 26,454 generous donors

*This figure does not include bequests given to
the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal

www.archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal

Archdiocese of Hartford | 467 Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002 | 860-541-6491



