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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JULY 19, 2026

Mass Schedule & Intentions:

19 Sunday

OLF Sat, 4:30p + Sally Ditta
+ Vincent Trung
+ Floyd Alfano
+ Maria Nhai
+ Maria Thom

JGS Sat, 4:30p John Le & Thanh Nguyen (S.1.)
+ Jeff Hooten
+ Marie Easterling
+ Marie Riley Sipes
+ Pam Bratton

OLF 8:00a For OLF Parishioners
JGS 9:00a + Johnny & Rosemary Tropea
SL 9:30a + Pat Oglesbee
JGS 11:00a For JGS Parishioners
JGS 5:00p + Joe Southwell
20 Monday
JGS 5:30p + Brenda Carso
21 Tuesday
OLF 9:00a + Doyle Nelson
+ Nick Fontana
JGS 5:30p + Tommy Tarver

+ Tommy Canizaro, Jr.
22 Wednesday

JGS 5:30p +Bud Ray
23 Thursday
OLF 8:30a + Doyle Nelson
+ Nick Fontana

JGS 5:30p + Leo Nelson
24 Friday
JGS 8:15a +Maria Hoi Ha

OLF 6:00p + Doyle Nelson
+ Andrew Scurria

Looking for readings?
Visit www.usccb.org/readings

Sanctuary Candle:
July 19 - July 25

JGS In Memory of Leo Nelson
From Arie and Kelly Spitzfaden
OLF In Memory of Danny Perez
By Carol Perez

JGS|OLF | SL| CCM

If you would like to have the sanctuary candle burn in memory
or honor of a loved one, please contact the church office.

We Welcome All Visitors!

Thank you for worshipping with us today!

If you want to learn more about our parish
or have questions about the Catholic Faith,
please email NELAcatholics@gmail.com.

We will be happy to answer your questions!
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A Good Infection

The Hingdem
Keeps Guowring

When it comes to the sayings of 1]( sus, the more words He speaks,
the fewer words we need to speak. This Sunday’s Gospel contains
one of His longest parables, and we do not have to guess at its
meaning because Jesus explains it Himself. The good seed
represents the children of the Kingdom. The weeds represent the
children of the Evil One. The enemy who sowed them is the devil.
The harvest is the end of the age.

Dear Friends:

Many people today find this uncomfortable.

We live in a culture that often speaks of evil as if it were merely
ignorance, bad systems, or unfortunate circumstances. {Iesus
certainly understood that people can be wounded, confused, and
influenced by their environment. Yet He also speaks of something
more. He speaks of a real spiritual battle. He speaks of good and
evil, truth and falsehood, God and the Evil One.

That may sound old-fashioned to modern ears, but it actually

explains the world better than many alternatives. Why do we see

such incredible goodness and such shocking cruelty existing side by

side? Why do we find generosity and selfishness, heroism and

corruption, sometimes even within the same Eerson? Jesus’ answer

Ls simple: wheat and weeds are growing together until the final
arvest.

But notice that Jesus doesn’t leave us focused on the weeds.

Immediately afterward, He tells the parable of the mustard seed.
The Kingdom of God begins as something small and seemingly
insignificant, yet it grows into something large enough for the birds
of the sky to make their nests in its branches.

The great Christian writer C.S. Lewis once compared Christianity
to a “good infection.” It is an unusual image, but it captures
something important. Christianity is not merely a set of ideas or an
ideology. It is a living relationship with a living Person. It is
something alive, and living things spread.That is a helpful analogy
because it teaches us, as Peter Kreeft points out, several things.

First, Christianity is real and concrete. It is not merely a philosophy
to be discussed or an opinion to be debated. At its heart is an
encounter with the risen Jesus Christ.

Second, like a virus, Christianity is invisible to the naked eye. We
cannot see grace, faith, hope, or charity, but we can certainly see
their effects.

Third, Christianity is highly infectious.
It spreads by contact—all kinds of
contact: physical contact in deeds,
mental contact in words, emotional
contact in empathy, moral contact

in good example, and aesthetic contact
through beauty, art, literature, and
music. Ideas are taught, but faith is
often caught.

Continued on next page
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A Good Infection Cont.

Fourth, Christianity grows because it is alive. What began with a
handful of disciples in a remote corner of the Roman Empire has
spread across the globe. From a tiny mustard seed has grown a vast
tree.

Fifth, Christianity changes every part of your life. Nothing is safe
from it. It is wild, not tame. It is a lion, not a kitten. It is dangerous
to our comfort zones.

Sixth, Christianity has no limits. It expands wherever room is made
for it. Like a fire, it spreads warmth and light far beyond its point
of origin.

Jesus begins with weeds, but He ends with a mustard seed. He
acknowledges the reality of evil, but He wants us to focus on
something greater: the unstoppable growth of God’s Kingdom. The
weeds are real, but they do not have the final word. God’s grace
does. The mustard seed is still growing. The fire is still spreading.
And every one of us is invited to become part of it.
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FROM THE CATECHISM

DEVOTIONS &
SCRIPTURE STUDY
Tuesdays
Men’s Bible Study — Deacon Tom
JGS 6:30a Moore Hall
Bible Study & Dinner
OLF 6:00p Parish Hall
Wednesdays
Women’s Bible Study — Elaine Elias
JGS 1:00p  Parish Hall

JH & HS Girls Bible Stud
6:30p 717 Acadian Trce

Thursdays
Divine Mercy Chaplet
JGS 4:45p  Church
Rosary
JGS 5:00p  Church
Bible Study — Deacon Chris
JGS 7:00p Zoom
Fridays

Divine Mercy Chaplet (followed by
Seven Sorrows Rosary on 1* Fridays)
JGS 3:30p Tabernacle Area

CCC 268 — “Of all the divine attributes, only God's omnipotence
is named in the Creed: to confess this power has great bearing on
our lives. We believe that his might is universal, for God who
created everything also rules everything and can do everything.”

CCC 1816 — “The disciple of Christ must not only keep the faith
and live on it, but also profess it, confidently bear witness to it,

and spread it.” . "';.;'-f"' ’° : o
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LORD, WE PRAY FOR:

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Jeff Albritton, Mary Ana, Gabriella Armstrong, John Baker, Judy
Bell, Darlene Bergquist, Theresa Birden, Pat Blanchard, Travis
Breard, Ginger Brown, Lana Caron, Pat Dayton, Donna
Calhoun, Jane Calk, Anthony Canizaro, Joyce Chase, Karmann
Conlee, JoAnn Crone, Kitty Curry, Theresa Curry, Alison
DeRouen, Charlotte Dickey, Elaine Elias, Karen Embanato,
Susan Erlemeier, Phyllis Fuller, Helen Geisler, Jordan Gibb,
Caiden Giovingo, Russ Givens, Jim Greenlaw, Faith Gremillion,
Clint Guillory, Louis Haas, Jane Hattaway, Philip Hayden, Nancy
Hemrick, Beau Herlevic, Catherine Hightower, Tim Hudson, J.
Michael Inzina, Lee Jacks, Debra Johnson, Jason M. Johnson,
Diane Jones, Jane Keifenheim, Danette Keith, Jeri Kelly, Ann
King, Helen King, Mercer King, Melissa Kroper, Walter LaRose,
Sr., Steve Lawrence, Michelle Lofton, Karen Luneau, Christian
Makuch, Marley McClanahan, Bridget Tonore McFerrin,
Claudia Mc Guire, Peggy McGuire, Raymond McKinney, Sr.,
Tobie McKown, Emma Medlin, Ed Miceli, Tommy Miceli,
Connie Milam, Jerry Miller, Phyllis Monaco, Gloria Morgan,
Larry Mullens, Rosie Nix, Ed Patrick, Dianna Petty, Joey Poland,
Vada Powell, Charles Pritchard, Paula Pruett, Florine Robin,
Larry & Lex & Lance Runk, William Ronquille, Cammi Shaffett,
Mary Ann Sims, J. Randolph Smith, S.L. Southern Alpha Spence,
Heather Talley, Doug Tarver, Bill Turnbough, Peggy Turnbough,
Joan Vales, Marc VanDerKarr, Teddy Varino, George Walker,
Jr., Christopher Weems, Lucy Wren Wilson, Mack Williams,
Quentin Wuerz, Mary Young

OUR LADY OF FATIMA

Barbara Bryant, Shayne Carter, Mike Chambers, Frances
Chisley, Hunter Joseph Day, Joey Ditta, Jennifer Duong, Kay
Faraci, Lauren Fontana, Alan Haney, Daniel Harris, Evelyn
Horne, Do T.X. Huong, Norma Hutsell, Kim Johnston, Danny
Lenard, Rowan Lenard, Teena Lenard, Joe Marsala, Tatiana
McGary, Joselito Mercado, Amber Middleton, Martha Minten,
Bill Mockenhaupt, Dr. Elnora Montgomery, Maria Kimberlyle
Nguyen, Su Nguyen, Pat Nichols, Nancy Pierron, Ed Ritter,
Chuck Romano, Janice Socha, Lou St. Amant, Linda
Westbrooks, Elizabeth Williams, Melissa Winkler, Lucy
Zaunbrecher

ST. LAWRENCE

Verda Anders, Kent Bennett, Ronnie Bryant, Sally Ditta, Betty
Guillory, Norma Lee Hance, Roger Lee, Jennifer Janes, Felicia
Jones, Sarah Knick, Aimee Pfriemer, Edwin “Ed Popie” L.
Ritter, Jr., Shirley & Joe Slack, William & Ann Wyatt, Maureen
Carder, Debbie Grayson, Phillip Zalewski, Heather Clark, Lisa
Keller

Our Dearly Departed:

Pat Russell, Bill Wynn, Audury Hawsey, Sally Ditta, Stephen
Bourgeois, Ralph McCurdy, Nick D. Fontana, Andrew Scurria,
Nadine Odom, Mike Waterman, Doyle Nelson, Pam Bratton

SACRAMENTS

Baptism: Congratulations to our parents on the CONFESSION FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
upcoming birth of your child. Call the Church

Office at least three months before your baby's birth. SCHEDULE OF OLF’ SL, CCM’ &]GS
We look forward to helping you and your Tuesday

godparents prepare for the Sacrament of Baptism. IGS
Baptism seminar is required.

First Sacraments & Confirmation: We joyfully
support families as children prepare to receive the SL
Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and

Confirmation. Preparation includes both catechesis Friday

and opportunities for spiritual growth, helping OLF

children encounter Christ more deeply through each

sacrament. Saturday
JGS

Matrimony: We congratulate all of our newly OLF

engaged couples. Contact our office soon (at least
six months prior to your desired wedding date). We
look forward to helping you as you prepare to enter
the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Vocations: If you feel that you may be called to the
priesthood or sisterhood, please call our office to
schedule an appointment with Father Peter.

Anointing of the Sick & Ministry to the Sick:

If you or your loved one is in a hospital, about to
undergo surgery, or in a nursing home or homebound
and would like to be visited or receive the sacraments,
please call or email the church office to schedule.

Funerals: When death is imminent, or upon the
death of a loved one, please make the church one of
your first calls. We are here to support you.

4:00pm
1 Thursday
5:00pm-5:50pm

3:00pm
3:00pm-4:00pm

Or by appointment. Call the
church office to schedule.

Baptism Seminar

« August 4

5:00-5:50pm

Engaged Couples Weekend
JGS Parish Hall
Fri 6-8:45pm, Sat 9am-4pm
« October 2 & 3

Email pa@)jgschurch.org to register.
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NEWS & EVENTS

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD

St. Vincent de Paul

Food Drive

Deacon Tom's Men’s Bible Study FLOCKNOTE
Tuesdays, Parlor Room — 6:30am
Engaged Couples Weekend

October 2 & 3 » Small Peanut Butter « Canned Tuna
Elaine’s Bible Study MOST : gqll;,eeze Jerle'% (pulll(to or
; _1- . e Saltines or Ritz acket
WednesdE}yS., Par1§l} H.au 1:00pm : : NEEDED Crackers . (F%anned Chicken
Order of Christian Initiation (OCIA) 5 BeRrfe MWERfES (pull top
Tuesday, August 11 — 6:30pm ITE MS (pull top) e Canned Leef
o Peanut Butter (pull top)
Crackers » Bottled Water
. Cerel?l
. . Please place them ¢ Small Fruit Cups
Bingo Every Third Thursday inthe Lasket near « Canned Peas;
Will Resume September 17 the poor box inthe  carrots; potatoes
JGS gathering o Pasta & Sauces
SEdce: ¢ Vienna Sausages

CHRIST THE KING, ULM

Arts & Crafts Show JOIN CCM

August 1, 9:00am-3:00pm GROUPME (WT S

Our Catholic Campus Ministry Masses
and events are closed for the summer.

OF NORTHEAST LOUISIANA

We look forward to gathering again in

AUGUST 20-23
August 2026! .ngs

G

Not just a retreat..a Way of Life!

Grow deeper in your

OUR LADY OF FATIMA relationship with Christ. T

Altar Society T
™ Mondays — 5:30pm REGISTER HERE

Bible Study & Dinner >

Tuesdays — 6pm (Hall)
Catholic Daughters of America

P Mondays~ 530pm il b /) ADULT FAITH
Oslgfgnd 3" Wednesdays — 1pm (Church) FORMATION CORNER

GROW DEEPER IN YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH

Vacation Bible School
July 29-31, 8:00am-12:00pm
Tuesday, August 11 6:30 pm at JGS
ST. LAWRENCE Come & See - Welcome! | OCIA
Adoration & Mass Tuesday, August 18 6:30 pm at JGS
2" Wednesdays — 6pm & 6:30pm MYPARISH APP What is Faith? | OCIA
Knights of Columbus Tuesday, August 25 6:30 pmat JGS
2™ Tuesdays — 6pm (Hall) Father, Son, and The Holy Spirit - Trinity | OCIA
Singles Group Lunch Tuesday, September 1 6:30 pm at JGS
Sundays — 12pm il The Bible and the Catechism in Practice | OCIA
Tuesday, September 8 6:30 pmat JGS
The Word Handed Down: Sacred Scripture, Sacred
STAY UP TO DATE: FOR BULLETIN INQUIRIES: Tradition, and How the Bible Came to Be | OCIA

Contact:

NELA Catholics.org X
Jennifer Patterson

TO LEARN MORE SCAN HERE

Northeast Louisiana Email:
n Catholics PA@jgschurch.org
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NEWS & EVENTS

THEOLOGY

CHRIST THE
KING, CCM

ARTS &

ON TAP

AUG

THURSDAY | 6:30

AUGUST 20TH

Join us for a laid-back night of
real conversation, great people,
and talk that matters!

9AM-3PM
_\— c\éewﬁl\a“;gog{:‘as! Q MONROE'’S Contact Kathy Cordova
5:9

Email: Cordovakw@gmail.com

Or call 318-614-4653

Curious about the

Catholic Faith?

BEGINNING
AUGUST 11, 2026

You are not alone.

Many Eeople today are searching for something more—
something true, lasting, and worth building a life upon.

Whether you are exFloring Christianity for the first time,
returning to faich after many years, considering becoming

* Optional Mass at 5:30 PM
* Dinner and fellowship
following Mass
* Discussion and exploration of

the Catholic faith at 6:30 PM

Catholic, or simply have questions, we invite you to join us
for OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults).

OCIA is a place to learn, explore, and ask questions in a
relaxed anc welcoming environment. There is no
obligation and no pressure. Come simply to listen, learn,
and discover.

Bring your questions.
Bring a friend. Come and see.

For more information, visit our website to register
(https://jgschurch.org/ocia) or contact the parish office
(318-325-7549)

jgschurch.org/ocia/
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REGULAR COLLECTIONS GIVING
OUR LADY OF FATIMA It is through your generosity that we are able to
provide a comprehensive program of worship, faith
auint) S Overage (Shortage) formation, and evangelization. Thank you for your
July4 &5 $3,072 $4,135 ($1,062) prayerful, intentional, and faithful donations.
YTD $3,072 $4,135 ($1,062)
ST. LAWRENCE OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Actual Tl Do (S50 Make checks payable to Our Lady of Fatima.
July 5 $2,201 $1,567 $634 ST. LAWRENCE
YTD $2,201 $1,567 $634 Make checks payable to St. Lawrence Church.
JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Actual Budget Overage (Shortage) S E
i Scan QR code
July 4 &S $20,735 $25.576 (84.481) g o give online,
YTD $20,735 $25,576 ($4,481) bt
Or make checks payable to Jesus the Good Shepherd.
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS CHRIST THE KING, ULM
August 8 & 9 4 Scan QR code

Office of Diocesan
Multicultural Ministry

e to give online.
=353

Or make checks payable to Catholic Campus Ministry

Jesus the Good Shepherd Church Our Lady of Fatima Church
2510 Emerson Street, Monroe, LA, 71201 3205 Concordia Street, Monroe LA, 71201
318-325-7549 | receptionist@jgschurch.org 318-325-7595 | office@olfmonroela.org
jgschurch.org olfmonroela.org
Jesus the Good Shepherd Catholic School Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School
900 Good Shepherd Ln, Monroe, LA 71201 3202 Franklin Street, Monroe, LA 71201
318-325-8569 | www.jesusgoodshepherd.org 318- 387-1851 | www.fatimaschool.org
Christ the King Chapel at ULM St. Lawrence Catholic Church
911 University Avenue, Monroe, LA 71203 357 Swartz School Road, Monroe, LA, 71203
318-343-4897 | ccm@ulm.edu 318-343-1618 | office.slcc.swartz@gmail.com

www.ulmeem.org

To contact Fr. Peter Mangum: Call 318-325-7549 or email pastorsoffice@jgschurch.org
To contact Fr. Vu: Call 225-202-9087 or email Fr.Vu@jgschurch.org

o StateFarm'

EDDIE NEITZ
318-649-2727 + eddieneitz.com

@ADVANCED

Dermatology Care
NEIL CHEVALLIER, CRNP & DR. LORETTA GREMILLION

2409 Broadmoor Boulevard, Monroe, LA ¢ (318) 323-8799
Accepting New Patients

_))YR_N/E: ey @ Marsal-

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS -

PROGRESSIVE
115 Ridgedale Dr., West Monroe, Louisiana BANK www.marsalabeverage.com
318-397-8552 Werber FOIG

WYNN LAWRENCE, MBA CTLC®
Active Parishioner

Eetle AULDS, DUCHESNE & GRIGGS
Slrnr“cigigs NYLIFE

SECURITIES CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS | BUSINESS ADVISORS
Life e Long-Term Care *Business « Estate * Investments * Annuities

318-361-2402 | wynnlawrence@ft.newyorklife.com

Jesus the Good Shepherd, Monroe, LA Inside Ads #22484-JM-5/21/26




MUIHEARN

CORPORATION, LLc

FUNERAL HOMES : CEMETERY
PRE-NEED INSURANCE
FLOWERS

JGS Parishioners
318-323-0505 » mulhearnfuneralhome.com

Monroe — 1801 Auburn Ave.
318.812.1600

Eye Cenfter Rayville — 138 Christian Dr.
318.728.2020

NORTH DELTA

Amy Price
318-387-1100

aprice@northdeltatitle.com

Title Company
EST. 1994

Kirby Price

< 3188121600
Ha Ik H um ble West Mog:%es‘—zég%ﬁgl 7th St.

ACTION AUCTION

Call Jim or Frank at 318-410-1010 A

9 Follow us on Facebook‘

@ m{m
enusa S

Cl{staurant

& Wine Cellar

318-387-3083
8154Park Ave.\ Monroe
Open Tuesday—Saturday, 540pmys

%////f

Jesus the Good Shephcrd Parishioners

4_/
. @genusaarestaurant 0 genusasrestaurant

PEREGRINE

Printing « Mailing Services

Gastroenterology
Promotional Items » Office Supplies CLINIC

Tom Brock "Digestive Health Care Specialists"
318-998-4131 MONROE « WEST MONROE « RUSTON

tl k@ inesolutions.
brock@peregrinesolutions.com 318.325.2634 » GastroMDs.com

PLUMBING::

Licens

Owner, Parishioner

ed Master Plumber | 3238 office: 318.322.5116

BOBBY KELLY cell: 318.801.8600

email: bkelly@kplumbing.com

address: 809 N. 8th Street
Monroe, LA 71201

LEE EDWARDS

MAZDA

2218 Louisville Ave, Monroe, LA « leeedwardsauto.com M | L ET E L LO

Anna Martinez, Physical Therapist

Generations of JGS Parishio

Pediatric & Adults on

One-on-One Care I.'Hl: 5

\j[ ()\/\/F]\ 102 Northpark Dr., Monroe, LA 71203
PHYSICAL THERAPY Find us on
ihi 318914-8287 n Facebook | www.jacscraftsmokehouse.com g

fers LANDSCAPE

318-914-3643 | 318-376-6700

401 Trenton St. | JGS Parishioners
West Monroe i

—

Assurance

FINA

Home Loan Experts

Mike Brodtman | NmLS #114391
318-376-9727

Joey Brodtman | NMLS #80692
318-245-3996

2009 ROSELAVWN AVENUE, MONROE

~ lan-Trow

Right on the Corner Right on the Price

TOYOTA

(318) 387-2020
2015 Louisville Ave. Monroe

2000 Lamy Lane, Monroe

BROWN'’S PAINTING, LLC

318.340.1515 brownspainting.com | 318-805-4624

richard@brownspainting.com
2107 Jasmine St, Monroe

tramontana@comcast.net
www.tramontanalaw.com

Kristopher C. Sirmon, M.D.

BOARD-CERTIFIED
VEE ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
FLOWERS Nurse: Robin Priestly, 0.P.A.-C, O.T.C.

318-324-8337 # veesflowers.net (318) 362-4319
1814 Roselawn Ave, Monroe www.northlaortho.com

TRAPP'S

GREAT FOOD. 11 am - 9:30 pm
GREAT VIEW. Saturday:

11 am-10pm
113 S. Riverfront St.,, West Monroe
www.trappsontheriver.com 318-855-6428

J ANTONIO WHO WE ARE OUR SERVICES
J X T | TRAMONTANA |{ our mission is to provide 0N =S
P ATTORNEY AT LAW [l tpe highest quality .c:& 5 P2 PAINTING + DRYWALL
of croftsmonsh.ip in g? TRIM + FINISH
the industry paired .% CARPENTRY
with unparalleled 9&
customer service. K £ FLOORING

W

In Loving
Memory of
Virginia
&
Mitchell P.
Miletello

., Monroe, LA o

9th and

HOME « MATTRESS « PATIO

Monroe, LA 71201
318-

" COMMERGIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LICENSED & INSURED  ROOFING SPECIALIST

318-355-6300 Mrre:.

JGS Parishioners SHREVEPURT LA

AW OX VG
COMPANY—

Charlotte and Edward Shaw

L JGS Parishioners
Louisville Ave.

325-4520 Bayou State Recycle

318-387-4115 « shawoxygen.com

sleepyhollowfurniture.com [ReCli=Rlelad CERtele I LIdSe Ve

Compliments of

Lane Eddleman, DDS
Nick Gregory, DDS
Sarah Hummel Gregory, DDS
Eric Lavespere, DDS
Patrick McGee, DDS
Carson Rutz, DDS
Charles Sampognaro, DDS
Matt Sanderson, DDS
Robert Spatafora, DDS
Gray Stephens, DDS
Justin Tarver, DDS
JGS Parishioners

SPARKS

@l DriveSparks.com LKL

1100 Auto Mall Dr. Monroe
318-322-1800

Parishioner Owned and
Operated

il (318) 512-0660
JGS PARISHIONERS CURBSIDE RECYCLING

Jesus the Good Shepherd, Monroe, LA #22551-JM-7/7/26




