SAINT CARLO ACUTIS
— P A RI|I S H——7-

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 6TH, 2026

You have regained a brother.

The Return of the Prodigal Son, 1661-1669
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn

WEEKEND MASS DAILY MASS CONFESSION
Saturday Vigil 8:00 AM - Monday & Thursday Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:30 PM
5:00 PM - Sacred Heart at St. John of the Cross 1% & 2™ Sat. at St. John of the Cross
3 4™ & 5" Sat. at Sacred Heart
Sunday Mass 8:00 AM - Tuesday & Wednesday
7:30 AM - Sacred Heart at Sacred Heart ADORATION (CONFESSION)
9:00 AM - Sacred Heart Tuesday, 7:15 PM-8:15 PM

11:00 AM - St. John of the Cross ~ 12:00 PM - Friday at Sacred Heart at Sacred Heart

SACRED HEART CHURCH ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS CHURCH
SOUTHBURY MIDDELBURY



Saint Carlo Acutis Parish

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!
Your kindness should be k);lown to all. The Lord is near.
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,

make your requests known to God.”

Philippians 4:4



Looking Ahead:
Sharing and Pondering the Word of God

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S SUNDAY: TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

September 13, 2026
First Reading: Sirach 27:30—28:7

Psalm: 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12
Second Reading: Romans 14:7-9
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

e

“Mercy within mercy within mercy™

In the gospel, Peter asks how many times he must forgive those who have hurt
him. Jesus’ answer is seventy-seven times! Jesus then offers a parable to help his
disciples, and us, understand better how this works in his Father’s Kingdom....

In the story, all it takes for the Master to forgive the servant’s very large debt, is the
servant’s request for mercy and a promise to do better. The Master is immediately
“moved with compassion” and forgives him everything!

Can I imagine the impact of such mercy freely shared by all with all?

On reflection, I have been the recipient of God’s mercy many times - through
family/friends/strangers.... Has my ‘thank you” been accompanied by a promise to
extend mercy/forgiveness to others?

In our first reading Sirach writes “forgive you neighbor’s injustice; then when you
pray, your own sins will be forgiven”.

Unfortunately, the servant does not get the message that the Master’s mercy calls
him to be forgiving. Consider how differently the story might have ended had he
chosen compassion and healing rather than vengence.

KF
* from Thomas Merton'’s The Sign of Jonas



MINISTRIES

ST VINCENT DE PAUL MEAL MINISTRY

Team A will be serving Shepherds Pie with salad and desert on
Monday September 14th at the St Vincent DePaul shelter in
Waterbury. Lets share our giving spirit with those less fortunate.
An e-mail message will be sent to all team members requesting
their participation, including delivery instructions . We need new
members to join our team as well. If you would like to join our
ministry please contact our office and we will connect you with
Mike Leonetti. Thank you for your continued support .

Please Join The Knights in Support of
OUR LOCAL FOOD BANKS THIS SEPTEMBER!

Dear Friends,

Once again, the Knights of Columbus, in concert with our
Middlebury Brothers, will sponsor a food drive for the
Southbury and Middlebury Food Banks. Persistently high food
prices are putting an extraordinary strain on our food banks.
Therefore, we are requesting donations of grocery store gift
cards to support both food banks in purchasing their critical
food needs and to provide assistance now
and throughout the forthcoming holiday
season. Additionally, gift cards provide food

banks with the flexibility to precisely target

the greatest need. The Knights will place blue "'fggﬁ'lﬁml‘;ép'sstﬁgai"ki
collection boxes for gift cards throughout g
September, one in St John of The Cross and
one in Sacred Heart.

Virtual
ood Drive

Gratefully,
The Knights of Columbus

SAVE THE DATE
Seeds of Hope for Haiti

Dinner and Auction to benefit th
Grang Boulage Clinic, School, ang
our Twinned Parish
: Friday, October 23rd at 6:00 pm
The Wyndham Southbury,
1284 Strongstown Road, Southbury

Cash Bar Reception, Dinner, Entertainment, Live & Silent Auctions

\ ! $125 per person

For further information:
Bruce Palmatier - brucep@seedsofhopehaiti.org - 203.206.3312

Sacred Heart Church:
Sandwich Making Ministry News:
Thank you for all your contributions
during the last drop-off.

As a reminder, individually packaged
goods like granola bars and chips are
welcome. | would like to ask you to
check the expiration date of the
packaged products (thank you).

Thank you for your contributions.

The next two Sandwich collection
dates are September 22nd and
October 6th.

We are always looking for more
people to help in this special ministry.
Please contact Marnie D'Uva through
our parish office for more
information, questions or to share
your stories or photos!

St. John of the Cross Church:

Sandwich Team 1-Sept 6th week
Each given team meets weekly to make
sandwiches. Tuna, mayo and sandwich
bags are provided. Each team donates
bread and eggs for egg salad. Teams
meet in the morning and deliver the
sandwiches to the shelter before lunch.
For more information, please contact
Jackie Desmarais through our parish
office!




We're Ready ...Are You Ready?

Come join the Women's Group for a %ear of Fun and
Spiritually. A "Welcome" meeting for the 2026-2027 year will
be held on Wednesday, September 16th @ 6:30 pm @
Father Fanning Hall, at St. John of the Cross. Our mission is
to provide an opportunity for women of all ages to gather
once a month to promote faith friendship and Christian
service to our Parish as well as local communities.

Jackie Post, the Vice President of Development &
Community Relations at Wellmore Behavioral Health will be
our speaker. We will be collecting men's health & beauty
products: Shampoo/Conditioner 2 in 1, body lotion,
deodorant, and body wash. Everyone is welcome. Please
Cﬁmta‘ct the office for more information. Hope to see you
there!
Michele Cambra
President of the SJC Women's Group

OUR COMMON HOME

¥4 We invite you to be part of our celebrations of the
Season of Creation 2026 (Sep. 1-Oct.4th) which started in
our parish last Friday Sept. 4th with the celebration of the
Holy Eucharist, Mass for the Care of Creation. The theme for
this year is Living Water, which “explores Ezekiel 47:9,12 as a
powerful biblical vision of hope and ecological healing.” In
keeping with this theme we invite you to take partin a
hopeful and healing activity at Bent of the River Audubon
Center, Saturday September 26 at 1:00PM. There will be a
renewal of our Baptismal Promise at the river and
Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition will offer a family-
friendly, fun, hands-on activity. The program will answer our
call to be stewards of God's creation. Please call the church
office 203-264-5071 to register as space is limited. More
information will be available when registering.

Individual actions around the Season of Creation include
reflecting on community water sources, praying for aquatic
ecosystem healing; adopting sustainable daily water habits
and reducing single-use plastics that pollute watersheds.
Here is a prayer inspired by Laudate Deum, Pope Francis’

apostolic exhortation on care for creation. g Living Wate
We praise you, O God, Creator of all things,
whose mystery unfolds in “a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a
dewdrop, in a poor person’s face.”
Jesus, Your Son, taught us to wonder as He made His way
throughout the land, contemplating the beauty of creation.
We pray, O God, that You may stir in us a reverent awareness
of our invisible link with the entire created world.
We pray for humility— to remember that we, too,

are created and are not creation’s masters. Amen.

MINISTRIES

EREAVEMENT
MINISTRY

Bereavement Support Group

If you are struggling with a loss and
you would like support on your
journey from grief to healing, you
might consider our monthly
support group at Saint Carlo Acutis
Parish.

We will meet Tuesday, September
9th at 1:30 PM in the Hospitality
Room at the Sacred Heart Church. For
additional information, call Catherine
Hughes through our parish office.
Bring a friend!

REGISTRATION-10:30 A.M.
TEE OFF 12:00 NOON SHOTGUN START
COST: $160 PER PLAYER

Dress Code:
Collared Shirt
No Jeans

Registration includes:
Lunch prior to teeing off
18 Holes with Cart
Dinner

Non-Registrant Dinner Fee:
$30 — non player

Chances to Win Prizes
Unlimited Driving Range
& Practice Putting
Support the
Knights of Columbus Scholarships

You can still register a team or sponsor this
event by visiting knightsofcolombusgolf.com

Make Checks Payable to
“K o C Council 5066" and
mail to: P.O. Box 582 Southbuty CT, 06488



PARISH NEWS

THANK YOU!!

The SJC Women's' Group and Middlebury
Knights of Columbus Council #3992 donated 25
sets of uniform pants and tops for Acts 4 Ministry
to distribute to their Waterbury Clients this school
year. We are grateful to our members wanting to
continue this generous annual tradition. This in
combination with the Parish's school supply
collection, helped many students start the school
year off right.

Pictured Top Left: Sarah Dimeo-Carabetta, Steve Mastriani, Michele Cambra,
John Mobilio, Dick Kramer

Pictured Bottom Left: Tom Gormley, Pat Gormley, Annie Posa, John Posa,
Ursula Mobilio and Helen Kramer

‘The Eucharist is my highway to heaven.’ These are the words of our
patron saint, Carlo Acutis. Our Lord wills that His Presence in the
Holy Eucharist be our highway to His Kingdom. Last Tuesday,
September 1st, we welcomed EMBRACE, a Eucharistic Adoration
ministry offering prayers, through music and reflections, for the

healing in families; fitting as we begin the school year. We express

our particular gratitude to our young adult par|sh|oners who are
members of Crossroads4Christ. —

Through their initiatives, we have
devoutly renewed Eucharistic
Adoration in our parish each week.

Let us ask for the intercession of
Saint Carlo Acutis, that we may
develop a deeper passion for Christ
in the Eucharist. May Christ, present
in the Sacraments, reveal His will for
us in our relationships, at work, in
school, and in our church.

" WE DESIRE PERFECT

THERE HAS T0 BE
MORE TO THIS
LIFE.

IN A TIME OF
CONSTANT
"COMMUNICATION,"
IT'S EASIER THAN
EVER TO STILL FEEL
ALONE.

FRIENDS, A GREAT
JOB OR A HOUSE
DON'T BRING LASTING
FULFILLMENT.
SOMETHING WILL
STILL BE MISSING.

‘é’v

AND ENDURING
LOVE. BUT IN OUR
BROKENWORLDIT
CAN SEEM :
IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND. - :

IF YOU'RE READY FOR SOMETHING MORE IN
YOUR LIFE, YOU'RE NOT ALONE.

There are young adults ages 18-39 all o

Sacred Heart Ghurch
Southbury

ecticut who feel the

Tuesdays
6:15PM

CROSSROADS4EHRIST



PRAYER INTENTIONS

Let us pray for our sick and elderly at home, in hospital, and skilled care facilities, especially:

Bob Grell Joan Slowik Al Casciato

Samuel Elliott Paul B. Burne Lucy Hamilton

Mary Ann Neiger John Chabalik Greta Carlos

Louise Perret Ben Rabinowitz Melanie Goforth-

Jane Koryn Maura Solomita Moore

Eddie Ramos Adrienne Conti Betty McCormack

Felix Lin Jeanne Eckert Robin Frankel

Nicole VanDyk Thomas Drakeley Victoria Perrotta

Angela Crozier Sherye Stockmal  Douglas Mihalko

Joyce Yovannone Ron Callahan Bob Corrao

Maura Vaughan Erica Galdy Julie Stemper

Angela Cornacchia  Holly Peterson Diane Miritello

Nathan MacBrien Fred Bates

Danielle Allen Lucio Giordano

E/tl'z:(lzr;g!?;\ita j;lrFEE/\éer;ittt If you or someone you know is in

Mari Fox B g [ FiEaa need of prayers, please submit

Jennifer Johnson George Drakeley IlI . th?lr name to ;

i Esvalyr Kenanes commumcat:ons@mscathohc.org.

Bl Siomik Matty Collins Aftgr three weeks, if the person is
. still in need, please reach out once

Roy Schmalling Sean Payne

more to let us know so that we can
keep them in our intentions.

For those who are serving in our military, please keep the following in your &
prayers. God, keep special watch over these men and women serving in the

Navy, National Guard, Army, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Space "=
Force, and keep them safe: ~—

R.Jay C.; Alicia C., Scott D.; Miles G.; Jeremy Gibbons (Staff Sergeant); Michael I.; Patrick P.; Brandon
S.; Julian S.; Matthew Wynne; Andrew P.; Captain Gordon Fry-US Navy; Gill Rosario, Special Forces-
US Army; Jack S., Ryan Mercede; Major Sarah Mobilio-USMC; Captain Andrew Perrella, USAF, SWCC
Kevin Howe; SGT. Jay DeZinno; The 142nd Medical Company, Danbury, CT.; PFC Brody Schwartz, US
Army, Private John Massi, USMC; BM2 Kaylib Feliciano, US Navy; Major Matt Rainer, USMC; Senior
Airman Michael Andruk, USAF; Senior Airman Joseph Andruk, USAF; Tech Sgt. James Patton, USAF;
1st Lt Robert Holmes, USMC; CS3 Christopher McVeigh, USCC; James Joseph McGill, US Navy;

1st Lt Daniel Madden, USMC

The Marian Votive Candle in Sacred Heart
Church burns in loving memory of Salvatore
& Angelina D’'Amico by their families.
The Sanctuary Candle in St. John of the Cross
Church burns in Celebration of the renaming ‘

of our parish, Saint Carlo Acutis Parish IN HONOR AND

If you would like to honor someone with either of our Parish Rememb rance

Votive Candles, please contact Mary Korsu in the Parish
office at 203-264-5071. 9/11/2001




Parish Office Hours
All offices are located at Sacred Heart Church
9:00 AM-4:30 PM (Mon-Thu); 9:00 AM-12:00 PM (Fri)
203-264-5071

Parish Team

CLERGY:

Father Jaime Maldonado
Pastor, EXT 204
pastor@mscatholic.org

Monsignor Steven Ferrari
Senior Priest

Father Philip Sharkey
Senior Priest

PARISH OFFICE:

Mary Korsu

Office Manager, EXT 202
mkorsu@mscatholic.org

Donna Ryan
Secretary, EXT 107
dryan@mscatholic.org

MUSIC MINISTRY:
Tim Smith

Director
tsmith@mscatholic.org

Allan Dabkowski
Director
adabkowski@mscatholic.org

Jennifer Lafreniere
Cantor
jlafreniere@mscatholic.org

Noelle Chave
Choir Director

Broadcast Live:

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS:
Lucas Araujo
Head Custodian

Chris Calabrese
Custodian

Brian Mallane
Custodian

FAITH FORMATION:
203-264-5065

Evan LaRosa

Leader of Lifelong Faith
Formation, EXT 102
elarosa@mscatholic.org

Christian Galasso
Jennifer Lynch
Administrative Assistants
ffo@mscatholic.org

Deb McGrath - OCIA
dmcgrath@mscatholic.org

CHURCH SANCTUARY
HOURS:

St. John of the Cross Church:

M-F: 7AM-11 AM
Sunday: 11 AM

Sacred Heart Church:
M-Th: 9:00 AM-4:30 PM
Fri: 9:00 AM-12:00 PM
Saturday: 3:00 PM
Sunday: 7:00 AM-11:00 AM

If you are unable to join the Holy Eucharist in person,
please join us through the online broadcast:
Saturday 5:00 PM, Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM or 11:00 AM

On our website:
middsouthcatholic.org

On our YouTube Page:

https://www.youtube.com/c/SacredHeartSouthbury

Our YouTube channel has a library of previous broadcasts.

For online giving, go to:
https://osvhub.com/middsouthcatholic/giving/funds

Mass Intentions

Saturday, September 6th
5:00 PM tFrank Solomita
Requested by his daughter, Nancy Prager
Sunday, September 7th
7:30 AM tNancy Kowalski
Requested by her MES Friends
9:00 AM t Salvatore & Angelina D’Amico
Requested by their family
11:00 AM tLeo Pandolfi
Requested by Mark & Michele Cambra

Twenty-Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Monday, September 7th Labor Day - Offices Closed
8:00 AM tRusty Bona

Requested by Judi Hennessey
Tuesday, September 8th - Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 AM tSalvatore & Angelina D'Amico

Requested by The D’Amico Family

Wednesday, September 9th - Saint Peter Claver, Priest
8:00 AM tJack Parsons

Requested by Kathleen Magrane
Thursday, September 10th
8:00 AM tCarolyn Barbieri

Requested by Dana Anneble & Joseph Boucher
Friday, September 11th
12:00 PM tNancy Kowalski

Requested by Sal & Ro Tocco

Saturday, September 12th

5:00 PM tVeronica Fornabaio
Requested by John Fornabaio

Sunday, September 13th

7:30 AM tNicholas Gosselin
Requested by The LaRosa Family

9:00 AM t Deceased Members of the DeBlaisi Family
Requested by Grace Baptist

11:00 AM fLouis Orsini
Requested by his wife & family

Twenty-Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Presentation of the Gifts
Those who have requested prayer intentions will be
invited to offer the gifts at their Mass.

Kindly ask an usher for assistance (R
when you arrive at Mass. (.,:\

DEADLINE FOR ALL BULLETIN ARTICLES ISMONDAY, 12:00 PM. SEND ARTICLES TO: COMMUNICATIONS@MSCATHOLIC.ORG




Branches on the Vine

NEWS FROM THE

New Haven Exhibit

Reflects on Terrorist

Attacks of 9/11

- Story by Joe Pisani

hey called him “the elevator man.”

He was Charles “Chuck” Costello
Jr., who on the morning of Sept. 11,
2001, went from the hotel in lower
New York City’s SoHo, where he
worked as an elevator technician, to
the World Trade Center to help in the
rescue effort after the terrorist attacks.

He left his truck on the street, ran into
the burning North Tower about 9 a.m.
and is credited with saving hundreds
of lives. On Jan. 6, 2002, his remains
were found beneath the South Tower.
A member of the Knights of Columbus
St. Ambrose Council 6424 of Old
Bridge, N.J., Costello is one of 46
Knights memorialized in a temporary
exhibit currently on view at the Blessed
Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center
in New Haven.

The exhibit, “Remembering 9/11:
25 Years Later,” marks the 25th
anniversary since the attacks on
Sept. 11, 2001, when four planes
were hijacked, two of them striking
New York City’s twin towers.
Another plane crashed into the
Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and
the fourth into a Pennsylvania field
after the passengers attacked the
hijackers.

In total, 2,977 people were killed,
thousands were injured, and many
more died in the years that followed
due to health issues.

The local exhibit honors all the victims,
their families and those heroes who
risked their lives to save countless
others, according fo Bethany |. Sheffer,
curator and registrar of the pilgrimage
center.

“This tragedy is part of our history,
and it's important for us to remember
those whose lives were lost,” Sheffer

Remembering
9/1l

25 Years Later

Through Oct. 11, a temporary exhibit at the Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage
Center remembers all the victims, their families and the heroes who saved the lives of
countless people on Sept. 11, 2001. PHOTO BY JOE PISANI

says. "And it's equally important for us
because we are honoring those Knights
who died and played a role in the relief
efforts.”

In the exhibit, a sequence of photos
narrates the events of the day. The
exhibit also provides brief biographical
information about the 46 Knights

of Columbus members - including
firefighters, police officers and civilians
- who perished in the terrorist aftacks.

Some of the items on display include
a fragment from one of the towers, a
replica firefighter helmet given by the
Fire Department of New York, and

a FDNY cap that belonged to Father
Mychal Judge, a Franciscan friar, who
was chaplain of the department and
was the first officially recorded fatality
of the attacks.

There are rosaries that were distributed
to the firefighters and law enforcement
officers during the rescue response
and a gas mask worn by then-Supreme
Chaplain Bishop Thomas V. Daily

of Brooklyn, N.Y., when he visited
Ground Zero.

Also on display are prayer books and
programs from a solemn Mass of
Remembrance at the Basilica of the

National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C.,
attended by 1,100 Fourth Degree
Knights on the first anniversary of the
aftacks.

As part of the museum'’s permanent
Wall of History for Sept. 11, other
items related to the terrorist attacks
are on display. They include two
twisted beams from the World Trade
Center, a severed street lamppost from
a neighborhood close to the World
Trade Center and information about
the Heroes Fund project that provided
immediate assistance to families

of emergency responders who lost
their lives in the rescue and recovery
efforts.

Through Oct. 11, “Remembering 9/11:
25 Years Later,” is on display at the
Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage
Center in New Haven. This temporary
exhibit supplements the permanent
memorial to the Knights of Columbus
who perished on that day. To learn
more, call 203.865.0400 or visit
michaelmcgivneycenter.org.




Upcoming Events

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER DATES
THE POWER OF A PRAYING PARENT
St. Catherine of Siena, West Simsbury

Do you worry about your children or grandchildren?
Join us for a four-session retreat to discover the power
of a praying parent who creates a sacred space for God

in their home. “Come” (Matt. 14:29). Email kostelni@cua.edu
or scan the QR code to register. Morning session
offers a light lunch; evening session offers hors
d'oeuvres and small plate meal.

Sept. 23, 30, Oct. 7, 14 @ 10AM — 12:30PM OR
Sept. 26, Oct. 3, 10, 17 @ 6:15PM — 8:30PM

SEPTEMBER 19 @ 4PM

OUR LADY OF SORROWS CHURCH
ANNIVERSARY MASS AND GALA
Our Lady of Sorrows Church, Hartford

Vigil Mass at 4:00 PM. Hors d’oeuvres starting at 5:30 PM and gala
dinner at 6:00 PM in the Church Hall. Come celebrate the conclusion
of our 130th anniversary year with a special Mass and gala. We will
be honoring all our past Saint Joseph Medal recipients. Tickets are
$50.00 each. Contact Joanne Whitehead (860) 202-7118 or Ana Al-
faro (860) 881-6088 or the Parish Office (860) 233-4424 to purchase
tickets.

SEPTEMBER 22 @ 10AM - 11:30AM

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT, THE HEART OF
JOHN’S GOSPEL

Archdiocese of Hartford Pastoral Center,
Bloomfield

Join us for a mini course on the Gospel of John - Tuesday mornings at
the Pastoral Center in Bloomfield beginning September 22.

Email Dayanee.Olivieri@aohct.org to register. The spirituality of this
Gospel unfolds gradually as each character encounters Jesus, whose
mission is sustained by the abiding presence of the Spirit - a presence
that strengthens us in our own daily struggles with the world.

SEPTEMBER 20 @ 7:15PM

FOR HUMANITY’S SAKE: POPE LEO XIV
AND THE Al REVOLUTION

St. Thomas More Golden Center, New Haven

A public discussion of Magnifica Humanitas, the pope’s long antici-
pated response to the breakneck advance of artificial intelligence and
the implications for human flourishing. Join us for this multi-sided con-
versation with a panel of distinguished experts about the document’s
premises, arguments, and response thus far, as well as its potential
influence on the most consequential technological development of our
time. Visit stm.yale.edu to reserve a spot.

SEPTEMBER 18 @ 6PM
FACES OF HOLINESS: SAINTS THROUGH THE AGES
Saint Patrick’s Church, Collinsville

An evening of faith, community and art. Learn the inspiring stories of 12 saints
expressed through visual art. Each work invites us to reflect on the profound
faith, history and spiritual witness of these holy men and women. Feel free to
drop in for as long as your schedule permits. Refreshments will be served.

SEPTEMBER 18 - 20
RETROUVAILLE MARRIAGE
WORKSHOP WEEKEND
Windsor

If your marriage has become distant, troubled, unloving or uncaring; if you are
divorced or separated but want to try again, Retrouvaille can help. Retrouvaille
provides tools to communicate better, resolve conflicts fairly, and re-discover
why you fell in love in the first place. Contact us today at
helpourmarriage.org or (860) 837-0447 for information or to register.

SEPTEMBER 15 @ 7PM

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS
AND PREVENTION PRESENTATION
St. Paul Parish Hall, Kensington

Join us for a human trafficking awareness and prevention presentation spon-
sored by the Culture of Life and Social Action Ministries at St. Paul Parish. A
member of the Human Trafficking Task Force of the Archdiocese of Hartford will
provide an overview of human trafficking and introduce a prevention framework
for engaging parishioners in this important work. Participants will learn about
key elements of prevention and practical steps that parishes, ministries, and
individuals can take to reduce vulnerability and strengthen their communities.

OCTOBER 17 @ 4PM
Mary of the Americas / Maria en las Américas
The Shrine of Maria Reina de la Paz, Hartford

Mary of the Americas is an Archdiocesan multicultural Marian celebration that
brings together Hispanic Catholic communities and participating parishes from
across the Archdiocese of Hartford. The event will include the Holy Rosary
and a bilingual Holy Mass, followed by cultural and gastronomic presentations
representing various countries of the Americas. Through prayer, faith, music,
and cultural traditions, the celebration honors the Blessed Virgin Mary while
highlighting the unity and diversity of the Church. All are welcome!

2026 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Total Goal: SIOM  99.06% as of 8/20/26

WE ARE
@ONE

*This figure does not include bequests given to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal

$9,905,885.63 in pledges from 27,456 generous donors

www.archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal

Archdiocese of Hartford | 467 Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002 | 860-541-6491



