
WEEK OF OCTOBER 5 - 9th, 2026

Monday, October 12th - PTO Meeting at 8:05a in Library

Monday, October 13th - LAST home volleyball game; Central Elementary @ 6p

Wednesday, October 14th - Culver's fundraiser for 8th Grade Trip 4:00-8:00 pm

Thursday, October 15h - PINK Day (pink shirt/uniform bottoms)

Thursday, October 15th - Parent/Teacher Conferences

Friday, October 16th - 1/2 Day Dismissal at 11:40AM

Sunday, October 18th - 7th Grade Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, October 18th - $500 Early Bird Raffle Drawing; BUY ONLINE today!
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It is time for parent teacher conferences. Our dedicated conference day is
October 15th, although teachers may offer additional times to accommodate
family schedules. I hope every family will make time to connect with your
child’s teacher. These conversations are so important. Parents know their
children in a unique and personal way, while our teachers see them grow and
learn each day. When we share our observations and communicate openly,
we are better able to support each child academically, socially, emotionally,
and spiritually. Family partnership is at the heart of our mission to develop the
whole child. For generations, St. Francis Xavier School has worked alongside
families to help children recognize their gifts, grow in faith and character, and
prepare to live out the purpose God has given them. Thank you for continuing
that partnership with us.

I am grateful to everyone who participated in our recent Parent Commitment
Meetings. The cost to educate each child at SFX is $8,488, while tuition is
intentionally set below that amount. Fundraising helps us bridge that gap
and sustain the excellent education and formation we provide our students. I
am deeply grateful for the time, effort, and sacrifices our families make to
support our school. Your generosity is truly an investment in your children and
in their future.

Our first SFX Grand Raffle early-bird drawing will be held Sunday, October
18th, after the 10:00 a.m. Mass. School families can earn a Gala ticket for
every 10 raffle tickets sold. Please remember to note your family name on
your sold tickets upon turning them in to earn credit for each sale. After
selling the five required tickets, I encourage you to consider selling additional
tickets. Every ticket helps us move toward our fundraising goals and
strengthens our school community.

Thank you for all that you do for St. Francis Xavier School. I am grateful for
the privilege of walking alongside you as we nurture, educate, and guide our
children. Together, with faith and a shared purpose, we are laying a strong
foundation for their future.

A peek at our SFX Middle School

Last week, our middle school students were at Camp Daggett for two days,
spending the night on Thursday night. This has been an annual trip for our
middle school that we like to schedule during the early part of the school
year. It is a great opportunity for camaraderie. Students participate in the high
ropes course which fosters teamwork, communication, and fortitude in



overcoming challenges. The many other activities during the two day trip
provide leadership development, problem solving, and teamwork.

Athletics
Next week is the final week of our volleyball season. We are a Michigan High
School Athletic Association member school. Students in 6th-8th grade can
participate in our athletics programs. At SFX, we offer our own teams for
volleyball, girls basketball, and boys basketball. Additionally, with our co-op
partnerships with Petoskey Schools, our students can participate on the
Petoskey Middle School athletics teams for cross country, football, ski team,
wrestling, track and field, and softball.

Our students have a history of excelling in high school and many become
leaders of their teams.

Band/Enrichment Classes
SFX students are able to participate in the award winning Petoskey band
program. Starting in 6th grade, students can enroll in Petoskey band
class. Students are shuttled up to the Petoskey Middle School and back to St.
Francis. Once in high school, they can become a part of the Marching Band,
Petoskey Steel Drum Band, and Jazz Band.

For students that do not participate in the Petoskey Band Program, students
take a range of enrichment classes including Art and Physical Education for
all middle school grades. Students in 6th grade learn a string instrument
through the Dorothy Gerber Strings Program. This class meets twice per
week.

Among other enrichment classes students are currently taking in our middle
school include News Broadcasting, Underwater Remote Operated
Vehicles, Leadership, Personal Finance, and Yearbook. All middle school
students take a half year of Archery class, and a half year of Technology
class.

Our middle school also offers accelerated academic offerings. Later this year,
we will offer a dedicated middle school informational open house for families
with students in elementary grades to learn more about our middle
school. Stay tuned on this in future Friday Crusaders regarding the scheduled
date and time.

In Christ,

Adam Dobrowolski, Principal 

ATTENTION PARENTS: "If your child will be absent or has an appointment, please
email both the office and their teacher. This helps us maintain accurate daily
attendance records."

We love watching our SFX succeed on and off the field!



Check out these KIND Crusaders! These students were recognized by their teachers
and classmates for exemplifying the virtue of kindness. Sometimes our children are the
ones who teach us the greatest lessons. Kindness doesn't mean we always agree—it means we

choose to treat one another with patience, grace, and respect, even when we see things differently.
What a beautiful reminder that we're all part of the same SFX family working toward the same

goal: doing what's best for our children.



Wednesday's Mass: Father Peter discussed the importance of praying the
Rosary....especially during the month of October. He also reviewed all of the
Mysteries of the Rosary. He reminded our students that they are praying to God
through Mary when they pray the Rosary. The Joyful Mysteries can be found
below, which are prayed on Mondays and Saturdays.

Friday's Mass: The message of the day was simple today - have faith. Father Peter
reminded students that people will see what they want to see and hear what they
want to hear. But the Lord wants us to trust in Him. To believe in Him. To love Him.
Trust in God even when things are difficult - God will take care of us.







The students LOVED the Fun Run! Thank you to all of our supporters and volunteers who helped
make this event possible. We are still collecting donations so we will have a running total of funds raised
next week.

REMINDER: Our next meeting is on Monday, October 12th at 8:05a in the SFX Library. Please
consider joining us...we are always looking for fresh ideas. And we vote on teacher requests for
funds - we'd love to see you! PLUS we'll be planning Turkey Bingo (scheduled on Friday,
November 13th).

You can still DONATE to the Fall Fun Run!

Thank you to everyone who took the time to attend one of the Parent Commitment
Meetings. Your questions were heard and our administration is taking into consideration all of the
input that was provided. We look forward to a fruitful year of volunteering to support the
operating budget of the school.

The first Early Bird Raffle Drawing for $500 is on October 18th. This is our largest fundraiser
and we are SO grateful for family participation. Keep selling your tickets! The Grand Raffle
Drawing for $15K CASH will take place at the 36th Annual Gala at the Grand Unity Event
Center on February 20th. The theme is Palms, Pineapples & Prayers!

Sign up for Youth Mass on October 18th

Thank you, PTO, for coordinating another FUN RUN! We are appreciative of all of your
generous donations. The kids had a blast! A special shout out to C﻿oveyou Scenic Farms for
donating apples and to the Hagstrom family for getting bananas donated from the Grain

Train. Our students were happy to have a healthy snack after they ran!
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The Middle School Volleyball team took 2nd place at the Harbor Light tournament last
weekend - great job, Lady Crusaders! They lost to Alpena All Saints on Tuesday but beat
Harbor Light on Thursday. Their final home game is on Monday at 6pm at Central Gym.

They will close out their season in Rogers City on Tuesday. Good Luck!



Fire Protection Week with DK!

WE LOVE OUR PRESCHOOLERS!



Our SFX Cheer Team is back again this year and practice starts Monday
after school. Please reach out to Tisha Cone at tishacone@gmail.com with

any questions.





Looking for something to do AFTER the Pancake Breakfast on 10/18? The Cummings
String Quartet will be playing at the church on Sunday at noon. This is the same strings

program that teachers our SFX Students.

 













Follow us on Instagram Follow us on Facebook Call the Office

https://www.instagram.com/stfrancisxavierpetoskey/
https://www.facebook.com/PetoskeySFXSchool
tel:2313482360
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