Genesis, Chapters 1 & 2 - Creation

Sources: Genesis 1:1-2:3 is written by P – the priestly author.  Genesis 2:4-25 is from J – the Yahwist author.  In the first story (the P text), God is mentioned 35 times and is always called Elohim – “God”.  The Lord is never called YHWH in this text.  A redactor (editor) later added Genesis 2:4a to tie the P text into the J text that follows.  This story is written by people in captivity in Babylon, or who have recently returned to the Holy Land.  They wrote a creation story to contrast with those of Babylon that were full of violent conflict against female gods and monsters.  In the second story of Creation, God is always called YHWH, though the same redactor added in Elohim after each use when editing it later in history.  This double identification of “YHWH God” is only found in chapters 2 & 3, and nowhere else in Torah

Genesis, Chapter 1:1-2:3
The first story of Creation is like a prologue for Genesis
	-God, the eternally existing one, creates from nothing/chaos 
	-Humanity is made in the image and likeness of the Creator
	-The characters are introduced, God and humanity, that will not change
		-God begins a relationship with humanity that will continue forever
		-Elements of that relationship and the world are introduced to start the story
It is hard to call the first account of Creation a story at all
	-There is no tension and no plot – just a sequence of events
	-While it relates to other nations’ myths, the elements of those stories are entirely lacking
		-There is no background to the events and no development of plot
		-There is no conflict or resolution of issues
	-It is simply an enumeration of days in a sequence
		-This is more of a report than a story
	-Who could the storyteller be, since God is alone at Creation?
		-The telling cannot make us think of a storyteller, just the character of God
		-The simple delineation of sequences of God’s actions eliminates the teller
			-There is no need for a character telling the story to be developed here
			-In other books, Wisdom tells the story of God creating the world
	-If God is God, there can be no conflict
		-God is unity, not division, so there could not be tension in God
		-We cannot have conflict to create a story, so we are left merely with sequence
		-The only opposition God faces in nothingness/chaos
			-The only tension is that of facing a blank page
While the central elements of storytelling are missing, Genesis 1 tells us a great deal about God
	-God alone enjoys sovereignty, effortlessness, and creative power exercised by His Word
	-The narrator does not focus upon any detail, showing that God is all important
		-The elements of Creation are secondary to the identity and power of the Creator
Structure of the First Creation Story
	-The first two days are very short descriptions of what was made
	-The next three days more than double the length of the description
	-The sixth day is nearly double the length of the preceding three
	-This devise conveys ever increasing variety, profusion, and complexity to Creation
Order to Creation:
A – Light
	B – The Sea and the Sky
		C – Dry Land is created
A –The Luminaries that give light are made
	B – The fish and bird are made (occupying the sea and sky)
		C – Animals and human beings are created to live on dry land
			D – The Sabbath 
Meaningless nothing / chaos becomes and ordered universe
	-That ordered universe is filled with life, culminating with humanity

The first sentence can be translated several different way:
	-“In the begging God created the heavens and the earth.”
	-or “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,…”
	-or “In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth,…”
	-or “In the beginning God created; the heavens and the earth.”
	-or “When God began to create the heavens and the earth…”
	-or “When God set about to create the heavens and the earth…”
	-or “At the beginning of God’s creating of the heavens and the earth,”
	-Each variation creates subtle differences and ambiguities
		-Was it a single moment or an ongoing event?
		-Is this the start of all time, or just the beginning of a process?
		-The word bari’sona can mean the beginning of something
-While true, it does not mean the first in an absolute sense
			-It could be the beginning of a creative act, rather than the beginning of all
	-The word for create also implies making without any real effort at all
		-God creates but expends no energy to do so
		-This God who is uncreated, genderless, and powerful creates without any effort
Pattern to what God has done
	-The chaos becomes ordered over the first four days
	 	-God separates things and names them
-The fifth and sixth days see that ordered world filled
		-God creates and blesses
-The seventh day is God present in the world in time
		-God blesses a day
	-In Hebrew tradition, the first and last things are the most important
		-We begin with God and end with the Sabbath
			-This reflects a priestly way of thinking
		-In Creation, light is first and humanity is last
			-Light helps Creation continue and people are given dominion over it
		-Humanity is important as being in the image and likeness of God
			-Many understand this to mean that we possess reason
			-Others see humanity as giving order to chaos and creating new things
			-Some see it as humanity’s ability to love, not just respond
			-Male and female together are in God’s likeness – life giving
		-God has chosen freely to order the world; People, sadly, will choose to disorder it
The seventh day signaled an end to the first unit
	-Seven is a number conveying completion and blessing
	-The task is complete
These are the birth or begetting of the heavens and the earth
	-Is the universe alive?
	-Is it just a way of saying it all recorded and begun?
	-This finality helps move us to a completely different account of Creation
QUESTIONS:
	-Did God create from nothing, or was there something there? Chaos?
	-Is chaos a primeval force?  If so, it is equal to God?
	-Is the universe all about duality (chaos & order; light & dark)?
	-What difference does it make if Creation were instantaneous or a process?
	-Why do you think the sun and the moon were made in the middle of Creation?
	-Are men and women the same or different?

Genesis, Chapter 2:4-25
God makes man - adama
	-It is not good for the man to be alone
		-Isolation and loneliness are not good for the human condition
	-It is good for humans to be in communion and dialogue
		-Failure to dialogue will lead to the disunion with God
		-Humanity returns to a state of isolation and loneliness after sin
God creates man 
	-This happens outside the garden
		-God moves the man into the garden he creates
	-God makes animals and relationships are established by man naming them
		-None are quite right as a partner
	-God forms a woman from the man
		-Harmony is established 
In this story, the earth is just there, but it is sterile
	-There is no life upon the earth at all
	-Without man to work the soil, there was nothing
		-God makes humanity to till the soil and bring life to the earth
God creates with his hands
	-In Genesis, Chapter 1, God is transcendent – very distant
		-Here, God touches his Creation
		-God works like a potter, leaving his mark on the being God forms
	-God breathes life into the human
		-Rather than using breath to speak, God uses breath to animate what’s been made
		-God gives us breath for us to speak and name here
			-Humanity is part of the process here
Was the first human male?
	-Some say yes, but the word is closer to human than male
		-The word for ‘male’ is not used until woman is formed
	-Was the first being genderless?
		-Did we become male and female by dividing the first genderless being?
The human is very much alone at the start
	-Eden is full of trees, both beautiful and nourishing
	-There are two trees in the center
		-The Tree of Life
		-The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
			-This looms large in the story to come
Why does God forbid eating of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil on penalty of death?
	-Does God want to withhold ethical knowledge from humanity?
		-That makes us absolutely dependent upon God’s commands
	-Does God desire humans to remain without knowledge of sexuality?
		-We do not have to deal with pleasure or pain; life or death
	-Does God want to try to keep us from understanding of everything there is to know?
	-Is the command completely arbitrary?
		-It could be God just subjecting us totally to his command, not free to act at will
	-The general understanding is that God tried to keep us from universal knowledge
		-God does not want us to try to become like God, knowing all things
		-If we do, we lose what is distinctive to humanity, conditionality and limitations
			-When we know more, we die
Relationships begin in harmony
	-Humanity needs a partner to keep him from solitude
		-Solitude is the first thing God declare to be not good
	-We need a partner that is suitable or fit for us
		-Being in a pair creates strength
	-God makes many animals in a series of trials and errors
		-Since each was made from scratch, like the man, there is no connection
		-They are not suitable partners, helpers, or support for the human
God puts the man to sleep and draws out his rib – the only human stuff available to use
	-God introduces true gender differences, male and female
	-Their commonality and differences give humanity what it needs to live
		-The man instantly recognizes this fitness of a partner in woman
	-This speaks of us finding another person with whom one shares kinship and intimacy
		-One who once felt lost now feels a sense of belonging in the world
The complete intimacy of the man and woman is seen in their nakedness without shame
	-Nothing is hidden from the other person who completes you
	-There is vulnerability without inferiority
	-There is a complete partnership in Eden
		-There is no victor or vanquished
		-They are open to each other without any fear
QUESTIONS:
	-Why is man made before the plants and animals?  What does he eat?
	-If humanity is made from dust of the ground, what does it say about us?
	-What does it say about humanity to possess the breath of God?
	-Are women equal to men or are they subservient by nature?
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