Genesis, Chapters 3 & 4 – Sin

Sources: 
Chapters 3 & 4 are both the work of J, the Yahwist writer.  4:25-26 is the work of a redactor who is trying to make this work flow into the work of another author in the next chapter.

Genesis, Chapter 3
Link between Chapters 2 & 3 is a homonym
	-Chapter 2 ended with the man and woman being naked (‘arummim)
	-Chapter 3 begins with a snake who is sly (‘arum)
The snake does not ask the woman questions, but really makes statements
	-The woman endeavors to correct what the snake says that is wrong or incomplete
	-Having drawn her into conversation, he tries to persuade her to eat the forbidden fruit
		-The snake speaks in aposiopesis, an uncompleted phrase
			-This allows the hearer to fill in the speaker’s thoughts
			-Oddly, this is how the Bible itself is often written
		-The snake’s cleverness for leaving things unsaid opens the door for interpretation
			-Craftiness can get things done without worrying about morality 
The snake in the garden tempts humanity by telling them they will be just like God
	-In the P account of Creation, we are told humanity is in the image and likeness of God
		-Humans are either in the physical and/or moral image of God
		-Human beings have a more direct connection with the divine than animals do
	-The temptation for humans is greater than it is for animals
		-Humans are tempted not to just look like God, but to be like God
Once the man and woman have eaten the fruit, they do not speak to each other
	-Now they know they need to hide from each other
		-They do not just have to cover their nakedness, but their thoughts and feelings
		-They have learned not to trust each other with God’s gifts
	-God is conspicuously absent for all this
		-God’s creations are free to work out their destinies for themselves
			-They have chosen to live in a world in which they disobey
		-Disobedience is now central to the text after this
			-It colors the human relationship with God
			-It colors the relationship of men and women
			-It changes everything they have ever known in irrevocable ways
	-You cannot blame the woman for all this
		-The snake speaks in plural works – to BOTH of them
		-The man and woman stand side by side through the temptation
		-Where the woman speaks up and corrects the errors, the man is silent
God questions Adam
	-NOTE: God returns in the breezy-time.  That is evening
		-Since they have sinned, their time in paradise is coming to an end
		-The days of humanity in the Pleasure-Garden are over like the day
	-God returns to the garden and demands an accounting of responsibility
		-The response of the man and woman is fear, knowing they are untrustworthy
		-They try to evade responsibility by blaming each other and the snake
-The man blames the woman
		-His phrasing is critical
		-God GAVE the woman to him; she GAVE the fruit to him
			-He is just a trusting man who accepts what is given to him
-The woman blames the snake
		-She claims the Snake enticed her, but did he?
	-The snake is never given a chance to defend himself
The relationships of the characters are reestablished, but with disharmony
	-It is interesting to note that the serpent and the ground are cursed, but not humans
		-Why not curse the ones who did the terrible sin?
	-The snake told only a partial truth – leaving out any consequences for eating the fruit
	-The punishments are etiological – explaining why things are the way they are
		-Why do snakes have no arms of legs?
		-Why do humans fear snakes?
		-Why do women experience pain in childbirth?
		-Why do men and women have sexual desire?
		-Why do men dominate women in society?
		-Why is work so burdensome?
		-Why do people die?
	-All these things are the product of a disordered, sinful world
		-In a sinless world, men and women are equal
		-One sex having dominance over the other is not how things ought to be
God punishes them to show there are consequences for their sinful action
	-They are cast from the Garden forever
	-Despite the punishment, God still cares for his children
		-God makes them clothes
		-The clothing he gives them are kuttonet- garments of authority
			-They have a diminished standing, but still have divine authority on earth
God must reestablish order by casting humans from the Garden of Eden
	-Adam and Eve can no longer be trusted, so they must leave
	-They abused one tree, so what will keep them from abusing the Tree of Life
	-Why are they not dying?  They die to their life in Paradise
		-Their new life will be much harsher – they died to blissful ignorance
		-This parallels the change from childhood to adulthood
	-God positions winged sphinxes with flaming swords to keep them out of Paradise

QUESTIONS:
	-Does the snake lie or does God?  If they eat, will they die?  Who was right?
	-Why doesn’t the snake get to defend himself?  Is it he lacks the divine image of human 
beings that justifies their defense, or does God fear what the snake will say?
	-Are man and woman remorseful or obstinate?
	-Is sin the woman’s fault, the man’s fault, the snakes fault, or God’s fault?
		-Is sin no one’s fault, but an inevitable part of life?
	-Is sexuality a result of sin, or is it a good that is disordered by sin?
	-Why does the man never speak after leaving Eden, but Eve will continue to speak?
Genesis, Chapter 4
Once sin enters the world, it continues with the next generation
	-Here is the first story, often retold in Genesis, or struggling siblings
	-We often see discontinuity between generations in the book, and it starts here too
In this chapter, sin is called “sin” by name for the first time
	-Since it did not exist before, it did not need to be named
	-Again, humans are given a choice, and once again, warnings are disregarded
	-Once again, humanity’s primal connection to the soil is ruptured
Note in Chapter 4, the sevenfold use of the word “brother”
	-The story of brothers also is an etiology of why farmers and herders fight
Eve asserts her presence in the world more with the birth and naming of children
	-She claims she has created a man like God did
	-It is she, not Adam, who speaks the name of God
		-She recognizes her participation in God’s act of creation
	-She names the first boy Cain (Kayin) – which means “smith”
		-He will be hard and rigid like iron
		-We see in his name he will be alienated even more from the land
	-She names a second son Abel (Hevel) – meaning “breath”
		-He is something that will be fleeting – passing quickly like a breath
Conflict ensues between the brothers when God accepts Abel’s gift and not Cain’s
	-No explanation of given, but there is an allusion to the issue
		-Able offers the best parts of the lambs to God
		-Cain seems to just make an offering of what is at hand, not surely the best
	-Other see Cain is working cursed soil, so God is less likely to accept the gift
	-It demonstrates a continuing partner we will see of God preferring the younger
	-This is part of the unknowable mystery of God’s election
God responds to Cain in a poem
	-God does not speak to Abel and warn him about what might happen
		-God does not speak to the parents to tell them of coming tragedy
	-God choses to speak directly to Cain, trying to save him from sin
		-God invites Cain to choose
		-While God wills to save us, he respects free will
	-Cain does not respond to God’s poetic plea
		-He is not evasive or blaming like his parents
		-He has nothing to say at all – he simply ignores God
Cain calls his brother to come out into the field
	-Oddly, this detail of killing a brother in a field will recur through Israel’s history
	-Cain brings Abel to his turf – the fields of the land
	-We are not told why Cain kills Abel
		-Was he jealous just of the sacrifice or his whole existence?
	-Cain chooses to live in a world of undifferentiated anonymity and aloneness
		-He wants no brother or relationship that comes with it
After the murder, God, who has been absent again during the commission of sin, questions Cain
	-This echoes the questioning of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden
	-Like his parents before him, Cain tries to evade responsibility
	-His punishment completes the human alienation from the soil
		-Strangely, instead of earth being cursed again, it’s the ground that curses Cain
		-The ground speaks word to condemn Cain, speaking for Abel
	-Cain never repents, but claims his punishment is too severe
		-As God showed love for Adam and Eve by making clothes, God marks Cain
		-It is not a mark of guilt as much as a mark from protection from harm
Cain is banished from God even further to the East, to the land of Nod – meaning “wandering”
	-Oddly, each time they sin, they go east, not west
	-They are not brought to the land of death, but a place of new birth and new opportunity
		-It is a new day form Adam and Eve and also for Cain after they sin
		-They are given chances to create new days in the light of God’s mercy
		-While they see their wrong, they do not need to repeat it
	-Cain marries and has a family
		-Who is this wife?  Is she a sister?  Are there other humans?
		-The story of Cain is the origin of urban life – those banished from the land
		-From a murder comes music and metal working
			-Blessing can come even to the sinful
	-Lamech sings an odd “victory song” about murder to his two wives
		-Violence brought into the world by Cain is escalating
		-The murderous actions are even more senseless and pointless over minor slights
Adam and Eve beget another son, Seth – meaning “granted one”
	-This text is the work of a redactor polishing up the book to move us on to Noah
	-Seth is the replacement for Abel
		-Seth has a son, Enosh – meaning “mankind” or better “mortal”
		-Humanity is all too aware now of death, sin, and our fragile mortality
		
QUESTIONS:
-So, why do farmers and herdsmen hate each other?
-Is hatred of a brother natural or part of a disordered reality?
		-Can this hatred be overcome?
-Why does God tell Cain sin is lurking in wait for him, but offers no advice to avoid it?
-Is Cain’s punishment too severe, or is he just too entitled?
		-Why should he be offered the protection Abel was not afforded?
-Why mark Cain?  From whom is he being protected, if there are so few people?
-Is urban life a direct result of sin and a more sinful way of life?
		-Is art a byproduct of this sinful setting or of Creation itself?
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Genesis, Chapters 5-7: Generations of Sin and the Flood
