Genesis, Chapters 5-7
Generations of Sin and the Flood

Sources: 
Chapter 5: Some identify this source as the Book of Records (or Book of Generation).  This 
author link materials in J, E, and P with genealogies.  It tries to get the stories to flow 
from one to the next by showing the family connections binding the characters.  Where J gave us the family line of Cain, The Book of Records gives us the family line of Seth.
Chapters 6 & 7: These two chapters are a mix of J and P texts.  They each begin with the older 
source, J, and then add in more information from P.  J is the source of 6:1-8; 71-5,7,17-
20,22-23.  P is the source of 6:9-22; 7:8-16,21,24.
Genesis, Chapter 5
This links the earliest moments of primeval history with the Deluge
	-It mentions elements of how humanity was formed in chapters 1-4
	-It lets us know a new sequence of stories will be told following it
The most ancient humans are said to have had incredibly long lives
	-Antediluvians all approached a millennium but none made the promise of 1,000 years
	-Noah does not have children until he is 500 years old, half the lifespan
		-This threatens the existence of humanity. Since he is the one to carry on life
	-We are told a maximum limit of 120 years will eventually be set
Enoch is the odd man out of the family history
	-He “walks with God”
	-This wording and the lack of a text saying he died gives rise to later books
		-Apocryphal texts of Enoch 1 & 2 will be written
-They recount things through the story of this man who does not die
	-He is an upright person, the first we see in the line of the family
		-While Cain only produced worse descendants, he we see the promise of better
QUESTIONS:
	-Why should they want to tell stories of ancestors who lived such long lives?
	-Is Enoch just a deviation of pattern to break monotony or did he really not die?
	-Did you notice the similarities in names between Seth’s descendants and Cain’s?
		-Why the similarities?  Same source or just repletion of family names?

Genesis, Chapter 6 & 7
We are told of the human sins prior to the Great Flood
	-The Flood will be the undoing of God’s Creation
	-By saving Noah, his family, and animals, there will be a subsequent rebirth
		-The New Creation will live in a modified way
God is aware of humanity’s evil and becomes sick of it
	-God will destroy humanity for the face of the earth he has cursed
	-Noah, as the only upright person of his generation, will be saved
	-Noah is commanded to build an ark
		-When completed, Noah and his family will enter with animals
		-When the Flood begins, everything on earth will perish, but not those in the ark
		-When the Flood ends and earth dries, they will come out
			-God will guarantee them continued existence of life on earth
While the story has a unity, there are internal inconsistencies and problems
	-What is the reason for the Flood?
		-Is it perverse of human hearts (6:5) or corruption of all living things (6:11-12)
	-How many animals are taken onto the ark?
		-One pair of each animal (6:19-20) or seven pairs of clean animals and one pair of 
unclean animals (7:2)?
	-How long was the Flood?
		-Forty days and nights (7:4,12) or a whole year (7:6,11;8:13-14)?
	-What was the nature of the Flood – the cause?
		-A great rain (7:12; 8:2b) or the opening of the springs of the deep and heavenly 
cataracts (7:11; 8:1-2a)?
	-How did they leave the ark?
		-Was it after sending out various birds (8:6-12) of because of the command from 
God (8:15-17)?
While the authors vary on details, the story lines are identical
1) The evil of humanity
2) God decides to destroy the world
3) The announcement of the Flood
4) The order to enter the ark
5) The command concerning animals
6) The aim, to save humanity and animals from the Flood
7) Entering the ark
8) The beginning of the Flood
9) The rising waters
10) The destruction of all living things
11) The end of the Flood
12) The waters recede
13) Preparations made to leave the ark
14) God promises never to send another Flood to destroy the world
We start by showing the terrible state of humanity just before the Flood
	-The sons of god(s) marry human women
		-This story is common in ancient folk lore
		-It is kept to relate to the neighboring people
		-God does not want things of heaven and earth to be mingled like this
	-Human hearts are seen in contrast to that of God
		-Human hearts are filled with evil; God’s heart grieves
		-All humanity seems to do is offer greater and greater pain to God
	-God will regret creating humanity 
		-Noah, the one who brings relief, will help sooth God’s heart
			-There is a promise of something good in Noah
		-We see an inner monologue of God, like we did when He cast humans from Eden
			-We are invited to look into the heart of God
			-We come to see and hear God’s deepest concerns
Noah is described as being blameless
	-Oddly, this is a word used to refer to sacrificial animals
	-He follows in the footsteps of Enoch, who walked with God
Despite Noah, God beholds the ruin of the earth
	-God beholds the corruption of the earth
	-The violence of humanity has left the world unfit to live
	-Humans can threaten the very being of Creation – individuals, families, or nations
God gives specific instructions to Noah
	-God says the end of human life is coming
	-He commands Noah to make an ark
		-An ark is not an ordinary boat
			-It is an object to contain sacred and special things
		-It is a rectangular vessel with three decks
			-It is like a microcosm of the universe
				-Three levels (water below, the earth, and heavens/water above)
				-Four walls, like the cardinal directs and walls of Eden
				-Within the confines are all life
			-It is the beginning of God’s reconstruction of Creation
				-Outside is corrupted creation
				-Within the ark is obedient creation
	-When Adam & Eve sinned, they were given clothes and never live as they did before
		-When Cain sinned, he was sent away from the Lord’s presence
			-He is protected by a mark, but cannot live the life he knew before
		-With the increase of evil, God’s reaction is to protect and set out a new life
			-Sin forces Noah to go into an ark and he will walk out to a new life
			-Sin forces us to leave the way of life we have known before it
Covenant (6:18)
	-This is the very first use of the critical word in Scripture
	-It defines the relationship of the divine and humanity
		-Creation has gone badly, and God wants to repair things
		-God now binds himself even more closely to Creation
They enter the ark
	-Noah takes ritually pure animals, ready for sacrifice and human consumption
		-Neither of these are yet part of our life, but will be
	-Impure animals are also brought aboard
	-Noah complies perfectly in all things, the image of the restored humanity
		-The relationship destroyed by disobedience can be restored in Noah
		-If the Flood begins on Noah’s 600the birthday, it ends on his 601st
			-With the beginning of his seventh century, a new age will dawn
The waters rise and cover the entire earth
	-The climax of the story is the total destruction of life on earth	
	-God has irreversibly ruined all that he has made
		-He wipes the slate clean to create anew
	-We appear to have reentered Chaos
		-As the breath leaves them, the Creation of God’s Breath ends
		-Chaos returns as the order has been ended
Without the life-giving force of God, all things die
	-Without humanity to tend the earth, the earth dies
	-When earth died, we return to a shapeless and formless mass of surging water
	-Life was “blotted out”
		-Since God spoke to create, God now erases the words
Only Noah and all those with him survive
	-They are protected from obliteration
	-They are the only living things in Creation
QUESTIONS:
-Could God, the all-knowing one, have foreseen the evil humanity would unleash?
		-Should God have known this?
-Was Noah really so blameless and upright, or did he just look good by comparison?
		-When judged against an evil race, it is easy to look good.
-Why kills the animals and not just human beings?
-Why would God use water to destroy the sinners of the world?




























	
Next Class – October 8th 
Genesis, Chapters 8 & 9: The First Covenant and a Curse
