Genesis, Chapters 10 & 11
Populating the Earth & Babel


Sources: Chapters 10 and 11 are largely a mix of texts from P and J, with a section from the Book of Records.  P texts are 10:1-7,20,22-23,31-32; 11:27-31.  J texts are 10:8-19,21,24-30; 11:1-9.  The Book of Records is 11:10-26,32. The P author has Abram coming from Ur while the J text has Abram coming from Haran.  R had to reconcile these discrepancies.  This author tells us that Abram started in Ur and moved to Haran

Genesis, Chapter 10 – The Table of the Nations
This chapter follows the typical Near Eastern element of the begettings
	-It uses this to tell of the development of humanity from Noah’s sons
	-It uses this to explain the origins of the various nations of people
There are seventy nations given in seven generations
	-This speaks of the totality or completion of covering the earth as commanded by God
While the format of beginning is not unique, the intent is
	-Only the Israelites chose to tell a story of all known human cultures
	-They make a serious attempt to explain the origins of all the people in the region
		-They are not just telling their story; they tell the story of all humanity

Genesis 11:1-9 – The Unfinished Citadel
The Tower of Babel is a repeat of the sin in the garden with humanity overreaching to be gods
	-Instead of eating the fruit, they use technology to reach for God
	-Humanity is still marked by overwhelming pride and arrogance
		-Again, humanity has sinned
Ironically, humanity seeks to make a name for itself to prevent being scattered across the earth
	-They will lose their language and end us scattered in all directions after they sin
The language in the story of Babel is wonderfully playful
	-For all the people say, God says the same
	-There are plays of names and words, reflecting the murmuring, babbling sound
		-Where the people seek to go up to God, God comes down to them
		-They have one language on the earth which God will confuse into many
		-The whole earth had one language goes to many languages across the earth
God acts to make unity disunity
	-The actions of humanity are frustrated by the actions of God
		-They work for opposite purposes
	-They want to create order, but God brings confusion
		-The one language and one people both become many
	-All that people do, God can undo
God commanded them to fill the earth
	-They defy God by wishing to be united and taking over God’s dwelling in heaven
	-Instead of populating the earth, humans regret being confined to one world
What do they build?
	-While it is a tower they build, the word used is Migdal
		-This is a great or exceeding g thing
		-This great thing has its head in the heavens
		-Could they be constructing an idol, not a tower?
			-They are on the edge of blasphemy
		-They work to make a world, trying to outdo Creation
	-The name of the place is important, Babel
		-It means “to mix”, to confound”, “to disperse”
		-It is also close to nebelah, meaning “destruction”
			-They are actually creating their own destruction
The story of Babel reflect the prejudices of the Israelite people
	-They object to the temple mounds of Mesopotamia
	-They are against urban life
	-They detest Babylon

QUESTIONS:
	-Why didn’t God intervene in the building of the tower sooner?
	-Why would the people need to make a name for themselves if there are no others?
	-What was the real sin of the people of Babel?


Genesis 11:10-32 – Ongoing Genealogy of Humanity
We see a fundamental shift from telling the story of humanity to that of one man and his family
	-We will lose track of the rest of humanity to get to the story of Abraham
	-There is an interesting pattern
		-There are ten generations from Adam to Noah, who begets three sons
		-There are ten generations from Shem to Terah, who begets three sons
	-There are 365 years from the birth of Shem to Abram’s migration to Canaan
		-It’s a year if years
We set up the tension for the next major story in Abram here
	-We are told that Sarai is barren
		-They have failed to excel in the work of humanity to be fruitful and multiply
		-God chooses Abram despite not living out that part of the covenant
			-By this choice, all people will come to know salvation
	-Sarai’s infertility is central to all that is about to follow
		-It is a block to the genealogy 
		-It is well established before they leave Ur




	
NO CLASS NOVEMBER 5th – Priests are away
Next Class – November 12th 
Genesis, Chapters 12: The Call of Abram
