
October 11, 2026
St. Mary’s  Parish  & School

944 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury CT 06070

Mailing Address: PO Box 575 
www.stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office:  (860) 658-7627 
School Office:  (860) 658-9412

Pastor
Father Stephen Sledesky • Ext. 301

Finance Manager
Danielle Lorusso • Ext. 307

financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office
Heather Benede� • Ext. 306

parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Faith Forma�on
PreK-6:  Kathy Piggo� • Ext. 304
reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org
Gr. 7-10:  Lori Ryan • Ext. 305
reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org

Family FF:  Maura Fleming
mfleming@stmarysimsbury.org
Admin:  Tricia Prausa • Ext. 315
ffadmin@stmarysimsbury.org

Youth Ministers
Adam & Veronica Faucheux

YouthMinistry@stmarysimsbury.org

Stephen Ministry • Ext. 114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org

Music Ministry
Patricia Lepak & Mary Walsh

musicministry@stmarysimsbury.org

St. Mary's School
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org

Kerri Work, Principal
kwork@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net

Trustees
Tom Rechen & Joanne Russell

Office Hours: M-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM (closed 12:30-1:00 for 
lunch); Fri 8:30 - 12:00

Email:  parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Mass Times
Monday—Thursday……….. 8:00 AM
Saturday …..……...………...5:00 PM

Sunday ………. 8:00 / 9:30 / 11:00 AM

Reconcilia�on:  Saturday, 3:30-4:15 PM &
Tuesday, 6:00 –6:30 PM or by appointment

Bap�sms:  Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment

Exposi�on of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday @6-7 PM & Thursday a�er the 8:00 AM Mass

Prayer Requests
To request prayers for a family member or friend, email their 
name to the Parish Office. Names will be announced for one 

month. For con�nual prayers, contact the Prayer Line Ministry 
at (860) 658-2118 or cmlocandro@gmail.com.
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Special Collection:  World Mission 
Sunday
Next Sunday, 10/18
World Mission Sunday is celebrated by the Catholic Church 
worldwide to support essen�al missionary work. This year marks a 
landmark milestone—the 100th World Mission Sunday! 

In his message for this centennial celebra�on, Pope Leo  calls all 
Catholics to unity, love, and a renewed missionary commitment 
with joy and zeal in the Holy Spirit under the theme: “One in 
Christ, United in Mission.”  Please make checks payable to St. 
Mary’s Church (with World Mission Sunday in the memo line). 
Thank you for your con�nued generosity!

Baptism
Congratula�ons to Sophie Farrell, Penelope Gibbons, & Emilia 
Przybylowski who were bap�zed into Christ this past weekend.

Pray For The Sick
Joe Connolly, Claudia Day, Regina Dymersky, 

Meg Gallagher, John Gual�eri, Sharmane 
Hartwell, Joyce Henderson, Mary Ann 

Knoblauch, Dylan Niehay, Daniel O’Donnell, 
Carol Roden, Mary Judith Palaia, Alexandra 

Sorrano and Maureen Taylor.

Dearly Departed
Please pray Donna Cronin & for all those we keep 

in our hearts.

Mass Intentions

Saturday,  October 10
5:00 PM † Russell Lee Kluessendorf

Sunday, October 11
8:00 AM † Paul McAlenney
                      By: The Henault Family
9:30 AM † Theresa Daigle
                      By:  Tom Serafin
11:00 AM The People of St. Mary’s 

Monday, October 12
8:00 AM † Jane Cronin

By: Her Loving Family

Tuesday, October 13
8:00 AM † Erwin Barclay Williams

By: Mary Larsen

Wednesday, October 14
8:00 AM † William Townsend

By: The Kalamarides Family

Thursday, October 15
8:00 AM † John McGowan
                        By: Joanne & Mike Dunn

Saturday, October 17
5:00 PM † Russell Kluessendorf
                       By: Mary Walsh & Pa�y Lepak

Sunday, October 18
8:00 AM † Paul McAlenney
                       By: Marg & Philip Schulz
9:30 AM   Mr. & Mrs. LLewellyn & Family
                       Health & Spiritual Blessings
                      By: Rachelle La Brecque
11:00 AM The People of St. Mary’s 

Good Parents, Good Coffee
Join Our Committee - Low Time Commitment, Big Impact!
Good Parents, Good Coffee is a once-a-month panel & small group 
gathering for parish parents.  We are looking for commi�ee 
members to help support these warm, intergenera�onal 
community sessions!

• What's Involved:  Simple volunteer tasks like se�ng up food, 
brewing coffee, cleaning up, and welcoming families.

• Time Commitment:  Very flexible!  Only 1-2 mee�ngs per year, 
plus helping at any of the 7 Sunday sessions (8:15 AM or 10:45 
AM).  Help with one or all!

• Get Involved:  Email Jen Shiman at shimans@comcast.net

Parish Book Study
A Bowl of Perfect Light by Megan McKenna
Join us this November as we read and discuss Megan McKenna’s A 
Bowl of Perfect Light. Drawing from a rich variety of sources, this 
book offers upli�ing stories of forgiveness, reconcilia�on, and 
repairing the world to help deepen our faith and strengthen our 
love for others.

• How to Par�cipate: Purchase a copy of the book and join us 
for weekly discussions star�ng in November.

• Mee�ng Op�ons: Morning and evening sessions available on 
Wednesdays ; 11/11, 12/9, 1/13,2/3 @ 9:30 -10:30 AM & 
7:00-8:00 PM

• Ques�ons: Contact the Parish Office for more informa�on.



Sacraments of Vocation

The final two Sacraments, Matrimony and Holy Orders, are known as Sacraments of Voca�on, a “calling” from 
God.

There are three “levels” to Holy Orders. The first is the Order of Deacon. Deacons trace their founda�on back to 
the choosing of “seven reputable men” to assist the Apostles in the distribu�on of the temporal goods of the 
community as recounted in Chapter 6 of the Acts of the Apostles. Deacons are ordained specifically for the 
Ministry of the Word, Eucharist and Charity/Service. In liturgical se�ngs, Deacons proclaim the Gospel, can 
preach the homily and assist at the altar and with the distribu�on of Holy Communion during Mass. Deacons 
bap�ze, celebrate weddings outside of Mass, and lead the Funeral Rites outside of Mass. Deacons may also offer 
blessings for people and objects as appropriate, including the Eucharis�c Blessing at Benedic�on. In light of their 
original calling in Acts, Deacons are to be models of service and charity, par�cularly service to the poor. Some 
Deacons are “transi�onal” meaning they will con�nue towards ordina�on to the priesthood. There is also the 
opportunity for men to become ordained a deacon as a permanent ministry. These Deacons can be married and 
have families.

Priesthood is the second of the Holy Orders, and priests (presbyters) likewise trace their origins back to New 
Testament �mes as co-workers with the bishop. When communi�es of Chris�ans grew in number beyond that 
which the one bishop could serve, presbyters were chosen to assist the bishop. In addi�on to all that Deacons do, 
Priests are called to preach the Word, preside at the Eucharist and to consecrate Holy Communion for the 
faithful. Priests also celebrate the Sacrament of Reconcilia�on, hearing confessions and absolving sins. Priests 
celebrate the Anoin�ng of the Sick, which may include the absolu�on of sins and the gran�ng of the Apostolic 
Pardon when a person is in danger of death. 

Bishops, as the successors to the Apostles receive the fullness of Holy Orders. They minister in all the ways 
Priests and Deacons do but also have the specific responsibility to administer Confirma�on to Catholics bap�zed 
and catechized as children, and to confer the Sacrament of Holy Orders. Bishops have governance responsibili�es 
within the diocese to which they are assigned by the Pope. They serve as “chief shepherd” of their flock in the 
ministries of Teaching, Sanc�fying and Governing. As co-workers with the Bishop, Priests and Deacons are 
assigned by their Bishop to the parishes or ministries in which they serve, and are given canonical facul�es by 
him, in order to celebrate the sacraments for and with the people. 

The “calling” to Holy Orders involves an interior draw to ordina�on, a feeling that it is not something the person 
is choosing for himself, but a feeling of being chosen by God for the ministry. That call has o�en been described 
as an inner “nagging” about becoming a deacon or priest that is hard to dismiss. It is o�en accompanied by other 
people who affirm those quali�es about the person that would make a good deacon/priest, or even a more 
direct affirma�on of that voca�on. If you are reading this and feel you might be called to ordained ministry, feel 
free to reach out to me or another priest, or our voca�on director, Fr. Federico, to discuss your experience of 
being called and how you might discern that voca�on. Visit www.archdioceseo�ar�ord.org and select 
“Voca�ons” from the menu for more informa�on.

~ Fr. Stephen

https://www.archdioceseofhartford.org


Register for the 2026-2027 Year
Youth Ministry |  Grades 6-12
All teens in 6th thru 12th grade are invited to join Youth 
Ministry. We hope to see you this Fall! Note:  Even if you 
have registered in prior years, please 
register for the upcoming year.
Scan to Register:
Youth Ministry Registra�on 2026-2027

How To Pass The Faith on To Children
Hosted by Nurturing Seedlings - Ministry for Parents 

of Kids Ages 0-7

• When:  Sunday, 11/8 |10:30-11:45 AM
• Where: Lower Church

Join other young families for a prac�cal discussion 
around the ques�on:  "Who is God?"  

• Free Journal:  Everyone gets a paren�ng journal
• Perks:  Free snacks and childcare provided!
• No RSVP Needed:  Just show up - all are welcome!

Ques�ons?  
Call the Parish Office at (860) 658-7627.

Faith Formation . . . Looking Ahead
Sunday, 10/18 @ 9:30 AM

PreK-Grade 6 
• No Class This Week.  Please 

complete your lesson at home.
• 9:30 AM Family Mass:  Please join us for Mass and 

the Blessing of the Grade 3 Rosaries.   
• Check our email for sign up opportuni�es.

6:00 PM:  9th & 10th Grade Faith Forma�on Class & 
Parent Session.

Family Saint Lantern Activity
Hosted by the Seedlings Ministry

• When:  Sunday, 10/25 | 10:30 AM
• Where:  Lower Church

Join us for fellowship, play and cra�ing your very own 
Saint Lantern to take home!

• Who:  Parents, grandparents and li�le ones (ages 0-
7).  Older siblings are welcome to come help!

• Ac�vi�es:  Cra�ing, open play and community

Ques�ons?  Call the parish office at (860) 658-7627.

Youth Ministry
Faith  ▪  Friendship  ▪  Purpose  ▪  Service

Youth Ministry Apple Pie Night
• When:  Sunday, 11/22  | 4:00-6:00 PM
• Where:  Parish Center
• Who:  All Jr. High (Gr. 6-8) & Sr. High (Gr. 9-12)

We are making apple pies to distribute to families in 
need, food banks, and nursing homes in the Granby, 
Simsbury and surrounding areas for Thanksgiving.  

We are in need of:
• All purpose flour
• Sugar
• Apple Pie Filling
• Disposable 9" pie pans

Pizza and snacks will be provided - bring a friend!  
(Parent volunteers are always welcome and needed!)  

Sign-ups will be coming in the next bulle�n.

Christmas Youth Choir
Sing at the Christmas Eve 4:00 PM Mass!
All children in grades 2-8 are invited to share their voices 
this Christmas!  Join the choir to prepare for this special 
holiday liturgy.

• Sunday Rehearsals:  10:45 AM -11:30 AM
• Dates:  11/1, 11/8, 11/22, 12/6 & 12/20
• Final Rehearsal:  12/23 (Time TBD)
• To Join or Ask Ques�ons:  Contact Alex Rechen 

Hurley at alex.rechen@gmail.com

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__aBCW85UNldFVkNPTVdLWTJUTkdMUzBMUkNDUzdWQS4u&route=shorturl
mailto:alex.rechen@gmail.com


Parish Events & Announcements

Bereavement Ministry
Support for Those Coping with Loss

• When:  Wednesdays thru 12/16 | 1:00–2:30 PM 
• Where:  Parish Library
The Bereavement Ministry is offering a 10-week 
program, “We Care and Gather in Fellowship" (no 
sessions  11/11 & 11/25).  We will use The New Day 
Journal: A Journey From Grief to Healing to guide 
readings, discussions and personal journaling for healing.  

Frequently Asked Ques�ons
• May I a�end  only a few sessions?  Yes, though 

comple�ng the program is recommended.
• May I join at any point? Yes, whenever it works best 

for you.
To register or ask ques�ons, call the Parish Office at 
(860) 658-7627 to speak with a facilitator.

It's Tootsie Roll Time!
Suppor�ng Individuals with Intellectual 
Disabili�es
• When:  Saturday & Sunday 10/17 & 18
• Where:  Church exits

The Knights of Columbus are collec�ng dona�ons at 
church exits this weekend to benefit local organiza�ons 
such as FAVARH, Special Olympics, and local group 
homes. Drop a contribu�on in the collec�on cans and 
grab a Tootsie Roll on your way out!

Stephen Ministry
Some�mes we become very good at saying “I'm fine” 
when we're really struggling. If something is weighing on 
your heart, Stephen Ministry offers a confiden�al place 
to talk with someone who genuinely cares.

You don't need to have the right words. Just take the first 
step.
• What We Offer:  A confiden�al, caring rela�onship 

with a trained Chris�an caregiver who will listen, 
pray, and walk beside you through a difficult season.  

• Who It's For:  Anyone facing life challenges who 
doesn't want to handle things alone.

• Get in Touch:  Call (860) 658-7627 ext. 114 |
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org

• 

Women's Ministry
Christmas Ornament Making
• When:  Thursday, 10/15 | 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
• Where:  Art Room

All women of the parish are invited to join us as we 
create Christmas ornaments! Each year, our ministry 
cra�s 300 ornaments to share with the women of St. 
Mary’s. No experience is needed—many hands make 
light work!   Ques�ons? Contact the Parish Office.

Thank you from Fr. Rick…Dear parishioners of St. Mary’s:

The night before Fr. Terry died, he called me with much enthusiasm about the mission appeal at 
your parish to benefit the mission here in Hai�. I know he was a mo�vator for your generous 
help, reaching the poor here in Hai�, who are living in excrucia�ng difficulty.

Our ins�tu�ons are s�ll managing: two hospitals, 8 clinics and 36 schools. There is nothing easy about it, but God gives 
us strength and grace. But our corporal and spiritual works of mercy are greatly expanded for vic�ms of massacre, 
vic�ms of gunfire, refugees driven from their communi�es by gangs, for the des�tute dying and vic�ms of kidnapping.

Fr. Terry's last enthusiasm, and your generous efforts, have resulted in a dona�on from your parish of $21,659. This is 
truly extraordinary and I am both humbled by and grateful for this huge support. I thank you most sincerely and wish for 
each of you and your parish community abundant blessings from God, who is always so gracious and generous and 
merciful.

Best personal regards and thanks,
Fr Rick Freche�e CP



Parish Events & Announcements

Social Action Ministry
Opportuni�es To Help Others

The Social Ac�on Ministry coordinates monthly events to 
support those in need.  Learn more and sign up at:
St. Mary's Social Ministry

Upcoming Food Collec�ons
Drop off all dona�ons between 8 AM—12 Noon in the 
Magowan Center.
• Har�ord Shelter:  10/11 (non-perishable) 
• Simsbury Food Closet:  10/25 (non-perishable)
• Mercy Shelter:  11/1 (fruits & desserts)

Prayer Pew Ministry
When we pray for one another, we strengthen the bonds 
of our parish family. Our Prayer Pew Ministry is one small 
but meaningful way we can live out our call to care for 
one another as followers of Christ. Whether you have a 
specific need or simply want someone to pray with you, 
please know that you are welcome.
• For:  Healing, guidance, strength, thanksgiving, or 

peace.
• When:  A�er all Saturday/Sunday Masses & Mon/

Tue/Wed daily Masses.
• Where:  Look for team members 

wearing blue nametags in front of the 
piano.

Become a Prayer Partner for 
Confirmation Candidates
Support Our Youth as They Prepare for the 
Sacrament

• When:  Now through Thursday, 10/29 
• Where:  Pick up cards in the Magowan Center 
Show your support for our young parishioners who will 
receive the Sacrament of Confirma�on on November 1st!

How to Par�cipate:
• Pick Up a Card: Grab a candidate prayer card from 

the baskets located at the church exits.   
• Pray for Your Candidate: Keep that candidate in your 

prayers daily as they prepare for Confirma�on.
• Send Best Wishes: Write a card with your prayers, 

congratula�ons, and encouragement.   
• Return by 10/29: Drop off your card at the Parish 

Office by Thursday, 10/29. It will be included in their 
Confirma�on packet!   

Knowing that our parish community 
is ac�vely praying for them is a truly 
upli�ing gi� for these candidates.  
Ques�ons? Contact the Parish Office 
at (860) 658-7627 or email 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org.

Men’s Ministry
Casual, Fun and Grounded in Faith
Join us for our upcoming Open House! Help us reach our 
goal of 100 men gathering to discuss the weekly Gospel 
and relevant topics, both as a large group and in small-
group conversa�ons. Refreshments will be served.

• When: Saturday, 11/7 | 8:00–9:30 AM
• Where: Lower Church (Forcucci Faith Center) or via 

Zoom
• Format: Hybrid (In person & online op�ons available)
• Ques�ons: Contact Paul Mikkelson at 

mikbenefit@comcast.net
All men of the parish are warmly welcome!

Parish Communion Breakfast
This Sunday
• When:  Sunday, 10/11 | 10:30 AM
• Where:  Parish Center
Join fellow parishioners for a Communion Breakfast 
hosted by Knights of Columbus Council 2758. Our guest 
speaker is Fr. Anthony Federico, who will share 
reflec�ons on voca�ons.

Morning Schedule:
• 9:30 AM:  Holy Mass
• 10:30 AM:  Breakfast & Fellowship
• 11:00 AM:  Presenta�on by Fr. Federico

All parishioners and families are welcome! Free-will 
offerings support the Voca�ons Ministry. For ques�ons, 
contact Lee Barre� at barre�@bcg.name.  

https://stmarysimsburyarchive.org/social-action-ministry
mailto:parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org
https://barrett@bcg.name
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