October 11, 2026

St. Mary’s Parish & School
944 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury CT 06070

* , ' E"
I SHALL LIVE
IN THE HOUSE
OF THE LORD

ALL OF MY DAYS.

Office Hours: M-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM (closed 12:30-1:00 for

lunch); Fri 8:30 - 12:00
Email: parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Mass Times
Monday—Thursday........... 8:00 AM
Saturday ........ccceeeeeneeeeen... 5:00 PM
Sunday .......... 8:00 / 9:30 / 11:00 AM

Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:30-4:15 PM &
Tuesday, 6:00 —6:30 PM or by appointment

Baptisms: Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday @6-7 PM & Thursday after the 8:00 AM Mass

Prayer Requests

Mailing Address: PO Box 575
www.stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office: (860) 658-7627
School Office: (860) 658-9412

Pastor
Father Stephen Sledesky e Ext. 301

Finance Manager
Danielle Lorusso e Ext. 307
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office
Heather Benedetti ® Ext. 306
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Faith Formation
PreK-6: Kathy Piggott e Ext. 304
reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org
Gr. 7-10: Lori Ryan e Ext. 305
reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org
Family FF: Maura Fleming
mfleming@stmarysimsbury.org
Admin: Tricia Prausa e Ext. 315
ffadmin@stmarysimsbury.org

Youth Ministers
Adam & Veronica Faucheux
YouthMinistry@stmarysimsbury.org

Stephen Ministry ¢ Ext. 114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org

Music Ministry
Patricia Lepak & Mary Walsh
musicministry@stmarysimsbury.org

St. Mary's School
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org
Kerri Work, Principal
kwork@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net

Trustees
Tom Rechen & Joanne Russell

To request prayers for a family member or friend, email their
name to the Parish Office. Names will be announced for one
month. For continual prayers, contact the Prayer Line Ministry
at (860) 658-2118 or cmlocandro@gmail.com.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 10
5:00 PM T Russell Lee Kluessendorf

Sunday, October 11
8:00 AM 1 Paul McAlenney
By: The Henault Family
9:30 AM 1 Theresa Daigle
By: Tom Serafin
11:00 AM The People of St. Mary’s

Monday, October 12
8:00 AM 1 Jane Cronin
By: Her Loving Family

Tuesday, October 13
8:00 AM T Erwin Barclay Williams
By: Mary Larsen

Wednesday, October 14
8:00 AM T William Townsend
By: The Kalamarides Family

Thursday, October 15
8:00 AM 1 John McGowan
By: Joanne & Mike Dunn

Saturday, October 17
5:00 PM T Russell Kluessendorf
By: Mary Walsh & Patty Lepak

Sunday, October 18

8:00 AM 1 Paul McAlenney
By: Marg & Philip Schulz

9:30 AM Mr. & Mrs. LLewellyn & Family
Health & Spiritual Blessings
By: Rachelle La Brecque

11:00 AM The People of St. Mary’s

Pray For The Sick

Joe Connolly, Claudia Day, Regina Dymersky,

Meg Gallagher, John Gualtieri, Sharmane
Hartwell, Joyce Henderson, Mary Ann
Knoblauch, Dylan Niehay, Daniel O’'Donnell,
Carol Roden, Mary Judith Palaia, Alexandra
Sorrano and Maureen Taylor.

Dearly Departed

Please pray Donna Cronin & for all those we keep

in our hearts.

Special Collection: World Mission
Sunday

Next Sunday, 10/18

World Mission Sunday is celebrated by the Catholic Church
worldwide to support essential missionary work. This year marks a
landmark milestone—the 100th World Mission Sunday!

In his message for this centennial celebration, Pope Leo calls all
Catholics to unity, love, and a renewed missionary commitment
with joy and zeal in the Holy Spirit under the theme: “One in
Christ, United in Mission.” Please make checks payable to St.
Mary’s Church (with World Mission Sunday in the memo line).
Thank you for your continued generosity!

Parish Book Study

A Bowl! of Perfect Light by Megan McKenna

Join us this November as we read and discuss Megan McKenna’s A
Bowl of Perfect Light. Drawing from a rich variety of sources, this
book offers uplifting stories of forgiveness, reconciliation, and
repairing the world to help deepen our faith and strengthen our
love for others.

e How to Participate: Purchase a copy of the book and join us
for weekly discussions starting in November.

e Meeting Options: Morning and evening sessions available on
Wednesdays ; 11/11, 12/9, 1/13,2/3 @ 9:30 -10:30 AM &
7:00-8:00 PM

e Questions: Contact the Parish Office for more information.

Baptism
Congratulations to Sophie Farrell, Penelope Gibbons, & Emilia
Przybylowski who were baptized into Christ this past weekend.

Good Parents, Good Coffee

Join Our Committee - Low Time Commitment, Big Impact!
Good Parents, Good Coffee is a once-a-month panel & small group
gathering for parish parents. We are looking for committee
members to help support these warm, intergenerational
community sessions!

e What's Involved: Simple volunteer tasks like setting up food,
brewing coffee, cleaning up, and welcoming families.

e Time Commitment: Very flexible! Only 1-2 meetings per year,
plus helping at any of the 7 Sunday sessions (8:15 AM or 10:45
AM). Help with one or all!

e Get Involved: Email Jen Shiman at shimans@comcast.net




Sacraments of Vocation

The final two Sacraments, Matrimony and Holy Orders, are known as Sacraments of Vocation, a “calling” from
God.

There are three “levels” to Holy Orders. The first is the Order of Deacon. Deacons trace their foundation back to
the choosing of “seven reputable men” to assist the Apostles in the distribution of the temporal goods of the
community as recounted in Chapter 6 of the Acts of the Apostles. Deacons are ordained specifically for the
Ministry of the Word, Eucharist and Charity/Service. In liturgical settings, Deacons proclaim the Gospel, can
preach the homily and assist at the altar and with the distribution of Holy Communion during Mass. Deacons
baptize, celebrate weddings outside of Mass, and lead the Funeral Rites outside of Mass. Deacons may also offer
blessings for people and objects as appropriate, including the Eucharistic Blessing at Benediction. In light of their
original calling in Acts, Deacons are to be models of service and charity, particularly service to the poor. Some
Deacons are “transitional” meaning they will continue towards ordination to the priesthood. There is also the
opportunity for men to become ordained a deacon as a permanent ministry. These Deacons can be married and
have families.

Priesthood is the second of the Holy Orders, and priests (presbyters) likewise trace their origins back to New
Testament times as co-workers with the bishop. When communities of Christians grew in number beyond that
which the one bishop could serve, presbyters were chosen to assist the bishop. In addition to all that Deacons do,
Priests are called to preach the Word, preside at the Eucharist and to consecrate Holy Communion for the
faithful. Priests also celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, hearing confessions and absolving sins. Priests
celebrate the Anointing of the Sick, which may include the absolution of sins and the granting of the Apostolic
Pardon when a person is in danger of death.

Bishops, as the successors to the Apostles receive the fullness of Holy Orders. They minister in all the ways
Priests and Deacons do but also have the specific responsibility to administer Confirmation to Catholics baptized
and catechized as children, and to confer the Sacrament of Holy Orders. Bishops have governance responsibilities
within the diocese to which they are assigned by the Pope. They serve as “chief shepherd” of their flock in the
ministries of Teaching, Sanctifying and Governing. As co-workers with the Bishop, Priests and Deacons are
assigned by their Bishop to the parishes or ministries in which they serve, and are given canonical faculties by
him, in order to celebrate the sacraments for and with the people.

The “calling” to Holy Orders involves an interior draw to ordination, a feeling that it is not something the person
is choosing for himself, but a feeling of being chosen by God for the ministry. That call has often been described
as an inner “nagging” about becoming a deacon or priest that is hard to dismiss. It is often accompanied by other
people who affirm those qualities about the person that would make a good deacon/priest, or even a more
direct affirmation of that vocation. If you are reading this and feel you might be called to ordained ministry, feel
free to reach out to me or another priest, or our vocation director, Fr. Federico, to discuss your experience of
being called and how you might discern that vocation. Visit www.archdioceseofhartford.org and select

“Vocations” from the menu for more information.

~ Fr. Stephen



https://www.archdioceseofhartford.org

Faith Formation . . . Looking Ahead
Sunday, 10/18 @ 9:30 AM

PreK-Grade 6

e No Class This Week. Please
complete your lesson at home.

e 9:30 AM Family Mass: Please join us for Mass and
the Blessing of the Grade 3 Rosaries.

e Check our email for sign up opportunities.

6:00 PM: 9th & 10th Grade Faith Formation Class &
Parent Session.

Christmas Youth Choir

Sing at the Christmas Eve 4:00 PM Mass!

All children in grades 2-8 are invited to share their voices
this Christmas! Join the choir to prepare for this special
holiday liturgy.

e Sunday Rehearsals: 10:45 AM -11:30 AM

e Dates: 11/1,11/8,11/22,12/6 & 12/20

e Final Rehearsal: 12/23 (Time TBD)

e ToJoin or Ask Questions: Contact Alex Rechen
Hurley at alex.rechen@gmail.com

How To Pass The Faith on To Children

Hosted by Nurturing Seedlings - Ministry for Parents
of Kids Ages 0-7

e When: Sunday, 11/8 |10:30-11:45 AM
e Where: Lower Church

Join other young families for a practical discussion
around the question: "Who is God?"

e Free Journal: Everyone gets a parenting journal
e Perks: Free snacks and childcare provided!
e No RSVP Needed: Just show up - all are welcome!

Questions?
Call the Parish Office at (860) 658-7627.

Youth Ministry

Faith - Friendship - Purpose - Service
Youth Ministry Apple Pie Night

e When: Sunday, 11/22 | 4:00-6:00 PM

e Where: Parish Center

e Who: AllJr. High (Gr. 6-8) & Sr. High (Gr. 9-12)

We are making apple pies to distribute to families in
need, food banks, and nursing homes in the Granby,
Simsbury and surrounding areas for Thanksgiving.

We are in need of:

e All purpose flour

e Sugar

e Apple Pie Filling

e Disposable 9" pie pans

Pizza and snacks will be provided - bring a friend!
(Parent volunteers are always welcome and needed!)

Sign-ups will be coming in the next bulletin.

Register for the 2026-2027 Year
Youth Ministry | Grades 6-12
All teens in 6th thru 12th grade are invited to join Youth
Ministry. We hope to see you this Fall! Note: Even if vou
have registered in prior years, please E E
register for the upcoming year. i
Scan to Register: |
Youth Ministry Registration 2026-2027 E

o

Family Saint Lantern Activity
Hosted by the Seedlings Ministry

e When: Sunday, 10/25 | 10:30 AM
e Where: Lower Church

Join us for fellowship, play and crafting your very own
Saint Lantern to take home!

e Who: Parents, grandparents and little ones (ages O-
7). Older siblings are welcome to come help!

e Activities: Crafting, open play and community

Questions? Call the parish office at (860) 658-7627.


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__aBCW85UNldFVkNPTVdLWTJUTkdMUzBMUkNDUzdWQS4u&route=shorturl
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Parish Eveuts & Anvouncements

It's Tootsie Roll Timel
Supporting Individuals with Intellectual
Disabilities

e When: Saturday & Sunday 10/17 & 18

e  Where: Church exits

The Knights of Columbus are collecting donations at
church exits this weekend to benefit local organizations
such as FAVARH, Special Olympics, and local group
homes. Drop a contribution in the collection cans and
grab a Tootsie Roll on your way out!

Stephen Ministry

Sometimes we become very good at saying “I'm fine”
when we're really struggling. If something is weighing on
your heart, Stephen Ministry offers a confidential place
to talk with someone who genuinely cares.

You don't need to have the right words. Just take the first

step.

e What We Offer: A confidential, caring relationship
with a trained Christian caregiver who will listen,
pray, and walk beside you through a difficult season.

e Who It's For: Anyone facing life challenges who
doesn't want to handle things alone.

e Getin Touch: Call (860) 658-7627 ext. 114 |
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org

Bereavement Ministry
Support for Those Coping with Loss

e  When: Wednesdays thru 12/16 | 1:00-2:30 PM

e  Where: Parish Library

The Bereavement Ministry is offering a 10-week
program, “We Care and Gather in Fellowship" (no
sessions 11/11 & 11/25). We will use The New Day
Journal: A Journey From Grief to Healing to guide
readings, discussions and personal journaling for healing.

Frequently Asked Questions

e May | attend only a few sessions? Yes, though
completing the program is recommended.

e May | join at any point? Yes, whenever it works best
for you.

To register or ask questions, call the Parish Office at

(860) 658-7627 to speak with a facilitator.

Women's Ministry

Christmas Ornament Making

e When: Thursday, 10/15 | 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
e Where: Art Room

All women of the parish are invited to join us as we
create Christmas ornaments! Each year, our ministry
crafts 300 ornaments to share with the women of St.
Mary’s. No experience is needed—many hands make
light work! Questions? Contact the Parish Office.

Thank you from Fr. Rick...Dear parishioners of St. Mary’s:

The night before Fr. Terry died, he called me with much enthusiasm about the mission appeal at % ST LUKE

your parish to benefit the mission here in Haiti. | know he was a motivator for your generous
help, reaching the poor here in Haiti, who are living in excruciating difficulty.

i FOUNDATION
4 FOR HAITI

Our institutions are still managing: two hospitals, 8 clinics and 36 schools. There is nothing easy about it, but God gives
us strength and grace. But our corporal and spiritual works of mercy are greatly expanded for victims of massacre,
victims of gunfire, refugees driven from their communities by gangs, for the destitute dying and victims of kidnapping.

Fr. Terry's last enthusiasm, and your generous efforts, have resulted in a donation from your parish of $21,659. This is
truly extraordinary and | am both humbled by and grateful for this huge support. | thank you most sincerely and wish for
each of you and your parish community abundant blessings from God, who is always so gracious and generous and

merciful.

Best personal regards and thanks,
Fr Rick Frechette CP



Parisihh BEvents & Avwvouncements

Become a Prayer Partner for

Confirmation Candidates
Support Our Youth as They Prepare for the
Sacrament

e When: Now through Thursday, 10/29

e Where: Pick up cards in the Magowan Center

Show your support for our young parishioners who will
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on November 1st!

How to Participate:

e Pick Up a Card: Grab a candidate prayer card from
the baskets located at the church exits.

e Pray for Your Candidate: Keep that candidate in your
prayers daily as they prepare for Confirmation.

¢ Send Best Wishes: Write a card with your prayers,
congratulations, and encouragement.

e Return by 10/29: Drop off your card at the Parish
Office by Thursday, 10/29. It will be included in their
Confirmation packet!

Knowing that our parish community
is actively praying for them is a truly
uplifting gift for these candidates.
Questions? Contact the Parish Office
at (860) 658-7627 or email
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org.

Parish Communion Breakfast

This Sunday

e When: Sunday, 10/11 | 10:30 AM

e Where: Parish Center

Join fellow parishioners for a Communion Breakfast
hosted by Knights of Columbus Council 2758. Our guest
speaker is Fr. Anthony Federico, who will share
reflections on vocations.

Morning Schedule:

e 9:30 AM: Holy Mass

e 10:30 AM: Breakfast & Fellowship

e 11:00 AM: Presentation by Fr. Federico

All parishioners and families are welcome! Free-will
offerings support the Vocations Ministry. For questions,
contact Lee Barrett at barrett@bcg.name.

Social Action Ministry
Opportunities To Help Others

The Social Action Ministry coordinates monthly events to
support those in need. Learn more and sign up at:
St. Mary's Social Ministry

Upcoming Food Collections

Drop off all donations between 8 AM—12 Noon in the
Magowan Center.

e Hartford Shelter: 10/11 (non-perishable)

e Simsbury Food Closet: 10/25 (non-perishable)

e Mercy Shelter: 11/1 (fruits & desserts)

Men's Ministry

Casual, Fun and Grounded in Faith

Join us for our upcoming Open House! Help us reach our
goal of 100 men gathering to discuss the weekly Gospel
and relevant topics, both as a large group and in small-
group conversations. Refreshments will be served.

e When: Saturday, 11/7 | 8:00-9:30 AM

e  Where: Lower Church (Forcucci Faith Center) or via
Zoom

e Format: Hybrid (In person & online options available)

e Questions: Contact Paul Mikkelson at
mikbenefit@comcast.net

All men of the parish are warmly welcome!

Prayer Pew Ministry

When we pray for one another, we strengthen the bonds
of our parish family. Our Prayer Pew Ministry is one small
but meaningful way we can live out our call to care for
one another as followers of Christ. Whether you have a
specific need or simply want someone to pray with you,
please know that you are welcome.
e For: Healing, guidance, strength, thanksgiving, or
peace.
e  When: After all Saturday/Sunday Masses & Mon/
Tue/Wed daily Masses.
e Where: Look for team members
wearing blue nametags in front of the
piano.

LET US PR
TOGETHER
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Now part of
the Northbridge family
of communities!

Riverbend at
Farmington

ANORTHERIDGE SENIOR LVING COMMUNTY

Northbridge Communities -
now in Farmington and
Simsbury - where residents

O] p Visit us online! enjoy engaging activities,
i @ RiverbendFarmington.com  personalized care, and a true
[= & SkybrookeSimsbury.com sense of community.

Erica K. Maglieri BERKSHIRE
REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
Cell: 860-324-6842 NEW ENGLAND

Email: EricaMaglieri@bhhsne.com PROPERTIES

EricaMaglieri.bhhsneproperties.com
Licensed in CT Res.0784277

Simsbury@bhhsn.com
920 Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury CT 06070 = [H \awie

Playing o® the jCatholic
Now g

W “Faith Comes From What Is Heard..."sur. ‘RIFFIN

730 AM CATHOLIC RADIO ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS, INC.
EST. 1997

860-426-9063
Industrial | Commercial | Residential
Electrical, LV, Solar & Generators
www.griffinelectricalinc.com
LICENSE # CT-180673

THE STATION
OF THE CROSS
CATHOLIC MEDIA NETWORK

ThestationoftheCross.com/GetiCatholicRadio

VINCENT

FUNERAL HOMES INC

The Vincent Family Serving Your Family Since 1902
Providing the comfort of the only on-site crematory in the Farmington Valley
www.vincentfuneralhome.com

Simsbury Canton
860-658-7613 860-693-0251

MEDICARE ANNUAL
ENROLLMENT IS
OCT. 15™ - DEC. 7™

‘ : ’
Building relationships one home at a time. 3 ”/‘y{

Just Good
Ttalian

Shelo, Slaian 15045
BERKS}%IR% HATHAWAY

1 Family
GSCHWIND |  weizesei= ™ WCK shen

REALTOR - Catering * Local Delivery

Parishioner | Cell 860-508-6602 920 Hopmeadow St. SimsBuRY
. 860-676-0800

andysitaliankitchen.com

sheilag@bhhsne.com | sheilag.bhhsneproperties.com
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DTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 | www.4lpi.com

THIS SPACE

Call 800.950.9952

Get this bulletin

delivered straight

to your inbox

every week. = e 5upport our

Advertisers!

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

St. Mary's Church | 03-0265



HAYES-HULING & CARMON FUNERAL HOME
364 Salmon Brook Street, Granby

860-653-6637

CarMmoN FuneraL HoMe AND FAMILY CENTER
301 Country Club Road, Avon S

860-673-8610
www.carmonfuneralhome. com

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

Kathy Ray Uﬁeﬁgnac REALTOR
Cell: 860-490-4958

KBrignac@Bhhsne.com
kathybrignac.bhhsneproperties.com

Active Parishioner for 35 years

DRAINAGE
ASPHALT REPAIR
CRACKFILLING

SOLUTISNS
Dumpster Rental

15 & 20 Yard 000 924 4600

Call NOW to schedule your spring and summer projects.
Anthony Sponzo, Owner Parishioner

THE DOMESTIC
MONASTERY

Religious gifts,
art, books, jewelry,
toys, & more.

200 Waterville Rd.
Avon, CT 06001

860-914-8226 |

www.thedomesticmonastery.com

Law Office of Andrea M. Melanson LLC
A WHOLISTIC APPROACH TO LAW

A75n

Real Estate Transactions | Refinances
Estate Planning | Probate & Wills
Family Law including Mediation and
Collaborative Process
860-651-7481
760 Hopmeadow Street Ste 104
Simsbury, CT 06070

Morgan Stanley
Thomas D. Sullivan

First Vice President | Financial Advisor

433 South Main Street, Suite 100, West Hartford, CT 06110
860-313-7132

thomas.d.sullivan@morganstanley.com
www.morganstanleyfa.com/willowgroup

NMLS #185351
© 2021 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. BCOO6 CRC 3868785 10/21

RYAN

Business Systems
Connecticut’s
Canon Dealer
Since 1975
528-9881
South Windsor ¢ Milford

BEST PAINT...
BEST ADVICE

Maher’s Paint &
Wallpaper LLC

369 West Main St.
Avon, CT 06001

(860) 678-1200

www.MahersPaint.com

DEITCH

E N E R G Y

44 Woodland St. Rear
Hartford, CT 06105
860-728-5431

#2 FUEL OIL
HEATING & COOLING SERVICE
AND INSTALLATION
HOD-000924 . S-1 0407968

Benjamin
Moore
Paints

Licensed Insured

Arthur Robert Sanfilippo

rthur

MUCA'S MASONRY LLC

30+ Years Superior Craftsmanship
Stone, Brick, Block Walls, Patios,
Sidewalks, Steps, Chimney, Fireplaces
Swimming Pools ~ Free Estimates

203-437-0881

Www.mucasmasonry.com

sherts

Custom Painting
Established 1988
Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial

Simsbury, CT 860-658-1535

BRISTOL’S
PAANAAANANAN
PAAAAANANAANN
IV
TREE SERVICE LLC
Steven Bristol - 860-693-0143
www.bristolstreeservice.com
Year Round Work
Servicing the Farmington Valley

P.O. Box 77, Canton Center, CT 06020
CT. Arborist License #62677

STATE LINE

PROPANE-OIL

SALES - SERVICE * INSTALLATIONS

Heating  Hot Water  HVAC
Fireplaces ® Generators ® Service Plans

CAPPIELLO

LANDSCAPING, LLC

Jacob Cappiello

StateLinePropaneOil.com 860-392-8775

OIL: 860-653-7241 PROPANE: 860-653-8076

500514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT
Lic. $1:303179 « P1: 204150 - HOD: 737 - 478

cappiellolandscapinglic@gmail.com| §

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Contact Heidi Brisson
hbrisson@4lpi.com
(860) 595-2034 x2034

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 | www.4lpi.com

Maglieri
CONSTRUCTION & PAVING, INC.
Greg Maglieri, Parishioner
39 West Dudley Town Rd, Bloomfield
860-242-0298

I : ® Burglary
www.maglieri-construction.com

® Fire Safety

[ ADT Authorized

| provider | SafeStreets

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

WE APPRECIATE
OUR ADVERTISERS

They allow us to
print this bulletin.
Thank youl!

Let God

St. Mary's Church | 03-0265



