
November 1, 2026
St. Mary’s  Parish  & School

944 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury CT 06070

Mailing Address: PO Box 575 
www.stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office:  (860) 658-7627 
School Office:  (860) 658-9412

Pastor
Father Stephen Sledesky • Ext. 301

Finance Manager
Danielle Lorusso • Ext. 307

financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office
Heather Benede� • Ext. 306

parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Faith Forma�on
PreK-6:  Kathy Piggo� • Ext. 304
reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org
Gr. 7-10:  Lori Ryan • Ext. 305
reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org

Family FF:  Maura Fleming
mfleming@stmarysimsbury.org
Admin:  Tricia Prausa • Ext. 315
ffadmin@stmarysimsbury.org

Youth Ministers
Adam & Veronica Faucheux

YouthMinistry@stmarysimsbury.org

Stephen Ministry • Ext. 114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org

Music Ministry
Patricia Lepak & Mary Walsh

musicministry@stmarysimsbury.org

St. Mary's School
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org

Kerri Work, Principal
kwork@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net

Trustees
Tom Rechen & Joanne Russell

Office Hours: M-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM (closed 12:30-1:00 for 
lunch); Fri 8:30 - 12:00

Email: parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Mass Times
Monday—Thursday |8:00 AM

Saturday | 5:00 PM
Sunday | 8:00 / 9:30 / 11:00 AM

Reconcilia�on:  Saturday, 3:30-4:15 PM &
Tuesday, 6:00 –6:30 PM or by appointment

Bap�sms:  Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment

Exposi�on of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday @6-7 PM & Thursday a�er the 8:00 AM Mass

Prayer Requests
To request prayers for a family member or friend, email their 
name to the Parish Office. Names will be announced for one 

month. For con�nual prayers, contact the Prayer Line Ministry 
at (860) 658-2118 or cmlocandro@gmail.com.



Mass of Remembrance
Saturday, 11/7 | 5:00 PM Mass             
Please plan to join us as we remember those 
who we have lost this past year. If you would 
like a loved one who was not a member of St. 
Mary's remembered during our Mass, please 
call the Parish Office.

Food Assistance
Confiden�al Help for Parishioners in Need 
Emergency food assistance is available for parishioners in need. 
Thanks to generous parishioner dona�ons, food gi� cards are on 
hand to support you during difficult �mes. All requests are 
completely confiden�al.   

How to Reach Out: Contact Fr. Stephen directly at the Parish Office 
at (860) 658-7627 ext. 301.

Pray For The Sick
Joe Connolly, Claudia Day, Regina Dymersky, 

Meg Gallagher, John Gual�eri, Sharmane 
Hartwell, Joyce Henderson, Mary Ann 

Knoblauch, Dylan Niehay, Daniel O’Donnell, 
Carol Roden, Mary Judith Palaia, Alexandra 

Sorrano and Maureen Taylor.

Dearly Departed
Please pray for all those we keep in our hearts.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 31
5:00 PM The People of St. Mary’s 

Sunday, November 1
8:00 AM † Thelma Pfau
                       Birthday Remembrance
9:30 AM   † Louise Silvester
                       By:  Her Nephew 
11:00 AM   † Bill Vincele�e
                        By:  His Loving Family

Monday,      November 2
8:00 AM † Alice Vanderheyden

By: Her Loving Family

Tuesday,     November 3
8:00 AM † Gerry DeSimas

By: His Loving Family

Wednesday, November 4
8:00 AM † Frank Barcelo
                        By: HIs Loving Family

Thursday, November 5
8:00 AM † Pa� Dorman & Antoine�e 

Drouart
                       By: Catherine Rivard

Saturday, November 7
5:00 PM † Teddy Munson
                        By: Audrey Gervais

Sunday, November 8
8:00 AM † Max Kuziak
                      By:   Carol Storey
9:30 AM  † Fr. Tom Di Lorenzo

11:00 AM The People of St. Mary’s    

St. Mary's School
Invites You to Our November Open House Days

When:  Tuesday, 11/3 | 9-11 AM & Thursday, 11/5 |  5:30 - 7 PM 

Come explore and learn more! Applica�ons are 
now being accepted for the 2027-2028 school year 
for PreK-8th grade. Use the QR code to register 

Ques�ons? Email Admissions Director Toni 
Chagnon at tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net

Confirmation Candidates 
Sunday, 11/1 | 2:00 PM
Please pray for our 37 teens who will be confirmed this weekend 
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph. Thank you to everyone who 
provided a Confirma�on card!

Breakfast With Santa
Save The Date

When: Saturday, 12/5 | 9:00 AM
Where: Parish Center
Cost: $5.00 per child or $20.00 per family
Tickets:  Available at the Parish Office star�ng 11/9

We invite our families to join us for holiday cheer, breakfast, and a 
visit with Santa Claus!



Halloween, All Saints & All Souls 

How are these three celebra�ons connected? All Saints Day, November 1st in our Church Calendar, is a Holy 
Day of Obliga�on honoring all the saints, including those souls in heaven not recognized officially by the Church as 
saints. All Saints Day commemorates the “great mul�tude, which no one could count” (cf. Rev. 7:9), those holy men 
and women from every age who are with God in heaven, whether canonized or not, who have no par�cular liturgical 
feast day during the year. This vast throng of unnamed saints might include our deceased parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, siblings, spouses, children and friends – people we actually knew in this life who lived holy lives. 
Because we cannot know for certain who has a�ained sainthood, we set aside this day each year to honor all those 
saints known only to God.

Halloween, “All Hallows Eve” (hallow = holy), the eve of All Saints Day, was a �me to tradi�onally dress up in 
costume like our favorite or patron saints. It also connects with a pre-Chris�an Cel�c tradi�on that on this night the 
boundary between this world and the world of dead became par�cularly “thin” enabling a connec�on to those who 
had died. Hence, the belief arose that on this night ghosts and spirits abounded, and the costumes of Saints gradually 
evolved (or maybe devolved) into costumes of ghosts, goblins, witches and other scary things that “go bump in the 
night.”

November 2nd each year celebrates the Feast of All Souls when we pray for all who have died and are awai�ng 
their final entrance into heaven. The Scriptural passage from 2 Maccabees 12:43-46 speaks of Judas Maccabeus 
praying for the soldiers mortally wounded in the ba�le to restore the Jewish rule and purify the Temple in Jerusalem: 
“In doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrec�on in mind; for if he were 
not expec�ng the fallen to rise again, it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he did this 
with a view to the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious 
thought. Thus, he made atonement for the dead that they might be absolved from their sin.”

In our Chris�an tradi�on, if we should die while not in a perfect state of grace, we believe that we can s�ll 
enter heaven through a process of purifica�on. This is what we call "Purgatory". (Read paragraphs 1030-1032 of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church for a more thorough explana�on.) While it is difficult to say in much detail what 
exactly this experience might be like, it does make sense that for those who have died not defini�vely rejec�ng God 
yet not in a perfect state of grace, some purifica�on may be needed to prepare them to stand in the presence of the 
One who is Perfect Goodness. Purgatory also sa�sfies any temporal punishment due us because of our sins. While this 
purifica�on is solely the gi� of God, we believe that our prayers of intercession on behalf of our deceased loved ones 
can assist them. Remembering our deceased loved ones by having Mass celebrated for them is a �me-honored way of 
praying for the dead. On All Souls Day the Mass inten�ons offered are for all the faithful departed. 

Throughout the month of November the Church has recommended that 
we pray for the dead during the en�re month. This is especially incumbent upon 
us priests, but can also be done by all the faithful. To honor our deceased loved 
ones, we might pull out pictures of previous genera�ons of family and share 
stories about them with our children. We can make the effort to visit the graves of 
loved ones nearby, �dy up headstones and cemetery plots and offer a prayer for 
them while we are there. Here at St. Mary’s, you are welcome to bring in a picture 
of a deceased loved one and place it on the display in the sanctuary and inscribe 
their name in our Book of Remembrance as a visible reminder for our parish to 
pray for them. 

November is also a good �me to reflect on our own mortality, recalling that we do not live in this world 
forever. The La�n phrase memento mori (remember you will die) can remind us that life is short and even mo�vate us 
to make every moment count toward preparing for the next life through prayer and acts of charity. It can also 
encourage us to make amends with those we have hurt, or to reconcile with family or friends from whom we have 
become estranged. May this November be a �me for us to strengthen our belief in resurrec�on life as affirmed in the 
words from the Mass of Chris�an Burial, “for your faithful Lord, life is changed, not ended, and when this earthly 
dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in heaven."

~Fr. Stephen



Register for the 2026-2027 Year
Youth Ministry |  Grades 6-12
All teens in 6th thru 12th grade are invited to join Youth 
Ministry. We hope to see you this Fall! 
Note:  Even if you have registered in 
prior years, please register for the 
upcoming year.  Scan to Register:
Youth Ministry Registra�on 2026-2027

How To Pass The Faith on To Children
Hosted by Nurturing Seedlings - Ministry for Parents 

of Kids Ages 0-7
• When:  Sunday, 11/8 |10:30-11:45 AM
• Where: Lower Church

Join other young families for a prac�cal discussion 
around the ques�on:  "Who is God?"  

• Free Journal:  Everyone gets a paren�ng journal
• Perks:  Free snacks and childcare provided!
• No RSVP Needed:  Just show up - all are welcome!

Ques�ons?  
Call the Parish Office at (860) 658-7627.

Faith Formation . . . Looking Ahead
Sunday, November 8th
• 8:15 or 10:45 AM: PreK-6th Grade Faith 

Forma�on Class
• 9:30 - 12:30 PM:  Year 2 First Reconcilia�on 

Retreat (no regular class)
• 6:00 PM: Jr. High Faith Forma�on Class and 

Parents Mee�ng: The Gi� of the Eucharist

Youth Ministry
Faith  ▪  Friendship  ▪  Purpose  ▪  Service

Youth Ministry Apple Pie Night
• When:  Sunday, 11/22  | 4:00-6:00 PM
• Where:  Parish Center
• Who:  All Jr. High (Gr. 6-8) & Sr. High (Gr. 9-12)

We are making apple pies to distribute to families in 
need, food banks, and nursing homes in the Granby, 
Simsbury and surrounding areas for Thanksgiving.  
We are in need of:
• All purpose flour
• Sugar
• Apple Pie Filling
• Disposable 9" pie pans
Pizza and snacks will be provided - bring a friend!  
(Parent volunteers are always welcome and needed!)  
Sign-ups will be coming soon.

Youth Bible Study
Come Dive Deeper into Scripture
• When: Tuesdays , 11/10 | 6:00 PM-7:00 PM 

Bi-Weekly
• Where:  Art Room
• Who:  Teens in Grades 6-12

Steubenville East - Save The Date
• When: 7/23/27 - 7/25/27
• Who: Incoming Freshman Through Gradua�ng 

Seniors

Christmas Youth Choir
Sing at the Christmas Eve 4:00 PM Mass!
All children in grades 2-8 are invited to share their voices 
this Christmas!  Join the choir to prepare for this special 
holiday liturgy.

• Sunday Rehearsals:  10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
• Dates:  11/1, 11/8, 11/22, 12/6 & 12/20
• Final Rehearsal:  12/23 (Time TBD)
• To Join or Ask Ques�ons:  Contact Alex Rechen 

Hurley at alex.rechen@gmail.com Children’s Offerings
At each Sunday Mass, a basket will be placed in front of 
the altar. Children are invited to bring up a non-
perishable food item as their offering while the ushers 
are taking up the collec�on from the congrega�on. 
Children learn things best by doing and prac�cing. 



Parish Events & Announcements

Bereavement Ministry
Support for Those Coping with Loss

• When:  Wednesdays thru 12/16 | 1:00–2:30 PM 
• Where:  Parish Library
The Bereavement Ministry is offering a weekly program, 
“We Care and Gather in Fellowship" (no sessions  11/11 
& 11/25).  We will use The New Day Journal: A Journey 
From Grief to Healing to guide readings, discussions and 
personal journaling for healing.  

Frequently Asked Ques�ons
• May I join at any point? Yes, whenever it works best 

for you.

To register or ask ques�ons, call the Parish Office at 
(860) 658-7627 to speak with a facilitator.

Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon
Annual Parish & Community Celebra�on

• When:  Wednesday, 11/18 | 12:00 - 1:30 PM
• Where:  St. Mary's Parish Center

The St. Mary’s Parish Center will come alive for a
seasonal favorite with the annual Thanksgiving
Luncheon for local seniors. Fes�vi�es begin at noon with 
a meal that features tradi�onal Thanksgiving fare, as well 
as beverages and dessert, served by students, faculty 
and volunteers from Saint Mary’s School. 

To Register:  Contact the Simsbury 
Senior Center at (860) 658-3273.  
This event is extremely popular, so 
we advise you to register well in 
advance.

Women's Ministry
Christmas Ornament Making
• When:  Thursday, 11/19 | 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
• Where:  Art Room

All women of the parish are invited to join us as we 
create Christmas ornaments! Each year, our ministry 
cra�s 300 ornaments to share with the women of St. 
Mary’s. No experience is needed—many hands make 
light work!   Ques�ons? Contact the Parish Office.

Put Us In Your Instagram Feed!
If you don’t already, please follow us at 
stmaryssimsbury on Instagram to stay in the know. We 
will be upda�ng regularly with event reminders, fun 
�dbits and a spotlight on the“people in the pews.”

A Place At The Table
A�ernoon of Faith, Stories, and Connec�on with the 
LGBTQ+ community

• When:  Sunday, 11/15 | 2:00–4:00 PM
• Where:  St. Mary’s Parish Center

The LGBTQ+ Ministry invites you to join us as members 
and families share experiences of iden�ty and faith. The 
a�ernoon includes a brief overview of sexual orienta�on 
and gender iden�ty, personal stories, small-group 
conversa�on, and Q&A. All are welcome—LGBTQ+ 
individuals, family members, friends, and parishioners.

Men’s Ministry
Casual, Fun and Grounded in Faith
Join us for our upcoming Open House! Help us reach our 
goal of 100 men gathering to discuss the weekly Gospel 
and relevant topics, both as a large group and in small-
group conversa�ons. Refreshments will be served.

• When: Saturday, 11/7 | 8:00–9:30 AM
• Where: Lower Church (Forcucci Faith Center) or via 

Zoom
• Format: Hybrid (In person & online op�ons available)
• Ques�ons: Contact Paul Mikkelson at 

mikbenefit@comcast.net
All men of the parish are warmly welcome!

Box of Joy Kick-Off
Boxes are available in the Magowan Center for pickup.   
Thank-you for helping us with this event. 



Parish Events & Announcements

Social Action Ministry
Opportuni�es To Help Others

The Social Ac�on Ministry coordinates monthly events to 
support those in need.  Learn more and sign up at:
St. Mary's Social Ministry

Upcoming Food Collec�ons
Drop off all dona�ons between 8 AM—12 Noon in the 
Magowan Center.
• Mercy Shelter:  11/1 (fruits & desserts)
• Har�ord Shelter:  11/8 (non-perishable)
• Simsbury Food Closet:  11/22 (non-perishable)

Remembering the Deceased 
Month of November

Our Book of the Deceased will be in the sanctuary 
throughout the month of November. Everyone is invited 
to inscribe the names of their loved ones in it and they 
will be remembered at Mass.  

Framed Photo Display: All parishioners are encouraged 
to bring a small framed photo of their deceased loved 
one to display near the altar. Please label the back of the 
frame with your name and phone number so that it can 
be returned at the end of the month.

Mass of Remembrance: Please join us Saturday 11/7 at 
5:00 PM.  During this Mass we remember all of those 
who had funerals or burials at St. Mary's this past year.

Ques�ons:  Contact the Parish Office at (860) 658-7627 
to include a loved one on our list.  

Prayer Pew Ministry
You Don't Have to Carry It Alone
Some�mes life feels heavier than we expected. A family 
concern, a health challenge, a difficult decision, or a 
quiet worry can weigh on our hearts. Prayer reminds us 
that God is with us, and praying with another person can 
help us feel supported and less alone. If something is 
weighing on your heart, let us pray with you and for you.
• For:  Healing, guidance, strength, thanksgiving, or 

peace.
• When:  A�er all Saturday/Sunday Masses & Mon/

Tue/Wed daily Masses.
• Where:  Look for team members wearing blue 

nametags in front of the piano.

Parish Book Study
A Bowl of Perfect Light by Megan McKenna
Join us this November as we read and discuss Megan 
McKenna’s A Bowl of Perfect Light. Drawing from a rich 
variety of sources, this book offers upli�ing stories of 
forgiveness, reconcilia�on, and repairing the world to 
help deepen our faith and strengthen our love for 
others.

• How to Par�cipate: Purchase a copy of the book 
and join us for weekly discussions star�ng in 
November.

• Mee�ng Op�ons: Morning and evening sessions 
available on Wednesdays ; 11/11, 12/9, 1/13 ,2/3 @ 
9:30 -10:30 AM & 7:00-8:00 PM

• Ques�ons: Contact the Parish Office for more 
informa�on.

Annual Thanksgiving Meal
Suppor�ng Har�ord Area Families
Help us bring a warm Thanksgiving meal to 400 Har�ord-
area families in need!

• Tag Pickup: Pick up tags in the Magowan Center 
during the first two weekends of November (similar 
to the Giving Tree).

• Drop-off Weekend: November 14– 15in the 
Magowan Center.

• Items Needed: Canned vegetables, 
gravy (can or jar), stuffing, 
cranberry sauce, and plain rice.

Thank you for your con�nued 
generosity!

New to St. Mary's
Welcome!  We are glad you are 
here. Please call the Parish Office 
or drop in and we can start the 
registra�on process. We can be 
reached at  (860) 658-7627.



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  |  www.4lpi.com St. Mary's Church  |  03-0265



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  |  www.4lpi.com St. Mary's Church  |  03-0265


