November 1, 2026
St. Mary’s Parish & School
944 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury CT 06070

Mailing Address: PO Box 575
www.stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office: (860) 658-7627
School Office: (860) 658-9412

Pastor
Father Stephen Sledesky e Ext. 301

Finance Manager
Danielle Lorusso e Ext. 307
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office
Heather Benedetti ® Ext. 306
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Faith Formation
PreK-6: Kathy Piggott e Ext. 304
reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org
Gr. 7-10: Lori Ryan e Ext. 305
reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org
Family FF: Maura Fleming
mfleming@stmarysimsbury.org
Admin: Tricia Prausa e Ext. 315
ffadmin@stmarysimsbury.org

Office Hours: M-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM (closed 12:30-1:00 for Youth Ministers
lunch); Fri 8:30 - 12:00 Adam & Veronica Faucheux
Email: parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org YouthMinistry@stmarysimsbury.org
Mass Times Stephen Ministry ¢ Ext. 114
Monday—Thursday |8:00 AM stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org
Saturday | 5:00 PM
Sunday | 8:00/9:30/11:00 AM Music Ministry
o Patricia Lepak & Mary Walsh
Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:30-4:15 PM & musicministry@stmarysimsbury.org

Tuesday, 6:00 —6:30 PM or by appointment
St. Mary's School

Baptisms: Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org
Kerri Work, Principal
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament kwork@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net
Tuesday @6-7 PM & Thursday after the 8:00 AM Mass
Trustees
Prayer Requests Tom Rechen & Joanne Russell

To request prayers for a family member or friend, email their
name to the Parish Office. Names will be announced for one
month. For continual prayers, contact the Prayer Line Ministry
at (860) 658-2118 or cmlocandro@gmail.com.




Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 31
5:00 PM  The People of St. Mary’s

Sunday, November 1
8:00 AM 1 Thelma Pfau
Birthday Remembrance
9:30 AM t Louise Silvester
By: Her Nephew
11:00 AM T Bill Vincelette
By: His Loving Family

Monday, November 2
8:00 AM T Alice Vanderheyden
By: Her Loving Family

Tuesday, November 3
8:00 AM T Gerry DeSimas
By: His Loving Family

Wednesday, November 4
8:00 AM T Frank Barcelo
By: HIs Loving Family

Thursday, November 5

8:00 AM 1 Patti Dorman & Antoinette
Drouart
By: Catherine Rivard

Saturday, November 7
5:00PM T Teddy Munson
By: Audrey Gervais

Sunday, November 8
8:00 AM T Max Kuziak

By: Carol Storey
9:30 AM T Fr. Tom Di Lorenzo

11:00 AM The People of St. Mary’s

Pray For The Sick

Joe Connolly, Claudia Day, Regina Dymersky,
Meg Gallagher, John Gualtieri, Sharmane

Hartwell, Joyce Henderson, Mary Ann

Knoblauch, Dylan Niehay, Daniel O’'Donnell,
Carol Roden, Mary Judith Palaia, Alexandra

Sorrano and Maureen Taylor.

Dearly Departed

Please pray for all those we keep in our hearts.

Confirmation Candidates

Sunday, 11/1 | 2:00 PM

Please pray for our 37 teens who will be confirmed this weekend
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph. Thank you to everyone who
provided a Confirmation card!

Mass of Remembrance
Saturday, 11/7 | 5:00 PM Mass MASS OF

REMEMBRANCE

Please plan to join us as we remember those
who we have lost this past year. If you would
like a loved one who was not a member of St. ."“

Mary's remembered during our Mass, please m
call the Parish Office. . &

Breakfast With Santa

Save The Date

When: Saturday, 12/5 | 9:00 AM

Where: Parish Center

Cost: $5.00 per child or $20.00 per family

Tickets: Available at the Parish Office starting 11/9

We invite our families to join us for holiday cheer, breakfast, and a
visit with Santa Claus!

Food Assistance

Confidential Help for Parishioners in Need

Emergency food assistance is available for parishioners in need.
Thanks to generous parishioner donations, food gift cards are on
hand to support you during difficult times. All requests are
completely confidential.

How to Reach Out: Contact Fr. Stephen directly at the Parish Office
at (860) 658-7627 ext. 301.

St. Mary's School

Invites You to Our November Open House Days
When: Tuesday, 11/3 | 9-11 AM & Thursday, 11/5 | 5:30-7 PM
Come explore and learn more! Applications are

now being accepted for the 2027-2028 school year & +
for PreK-8th grade. Use the QR code to register

Questions? Email Admissions Director Toni
Chagnon at tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net




Halloween, All Saints & All Souls

How are these three celebrations connected? All Saints Day, November 1% in our Church Calendar, is a Holy
Day of Obligation honoring all the saints, including those souls in heaven not recognized officially by the Church as
saints. All Saints Day commemorates the “great multitude, which no one could count” (cf. Rev. 7:9), those holy men
and women from every age who are with God in heaven, whether canonized or not, who have no particular liturgical
feast day during the year. This vast throng of unnamed saints might include our deceased parents, grandparents,
aunts, uncles, siblings, spouses, children and friends — people we actually knew in this life who lived holy lives.
Because we cannot know for certain who has attained sainthood, we set aside this day each year to honor all those
saints known only to God.

Halloween, “All Hallows Eve” (hallow = holy), the eve of All Saints Day, was a time to traditionally dress up in
costume like our favorite or patron saints. It also connects with a pre-Christian Celtic tradition that on this night the
boundary between this world and the world of dead became particularly “thin” enabling a connection to those who
had died. Hence, the belief arose that on this night ghosts and spirits abounded, and the costumes of Saints gradually
evolved (or maybe devolved) into costumes of ghosts, goblins, witches and other scary things that “go bump in the
night.”

November 2" each year celebrates the Feast of All Souls when we pray for all who have died and are awaiting
their final entrance into heaven. The Scriptural passage from 2 Maccabees 12:43-46 speaks of Judas Maccabeus
praying for the soldiers mortally wounded in the battle to restore the Jewish rule and purify the Temple in Jerusalem:
“In doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection in mind; for if he were
not expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he did this
with a view to the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious
thought. Thus, he made atonement for the dead that they might be absolved from their sin.”

In our Christian tradition, if we should die while not in a perfect state of grace, we believe that we can still
enter heaven through a process of purification. This is what we call "Purgatory". (Read paragraphs 1030-1032 of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church for a more thorough explanation.) While it is difficult to say in much detail what
exactly this experience might be like, it does make sense that for those who have died not definitively rejecting God
yet not in a perfect state of grace, some purification may be needed to prepare them to stand in the presence of the
One who is Perfect Goodness. Purgatory also satisfies any temporal punishment due us because of our sins. While this
purification is solely the gift of God, we believe that our prayers of intercession on behalf of our deceased loved ones
can assist them. Remembering our deceased loved ones by having Mass celebrated for them is a time-honored way of
praying for the dead. On All Souls Day the Mass intentions offered are for all the falthful departed

Throughout the month of November the Church has recommended that R
we pray for the dead during the entire month. This is especially incumbent upon
us priests, but can also be done by all the faithful. To honor our deceased loved
ones, we might pull out pictures of previous generations of family and share
stories about them with our children. We can make the effort to visit the graves of
loved ones nearby, tidy up headstones and cemetery plots and offer a prayer for
them while we are there. Here at St. Mary’s, you are welcome to bring in a picture
of a deceased loved one and place it on the display in the sanctuary and inscribe =
their name in our Book of Remembrance as a visible reminder for our parish to
pray for them.

November is also a good time to reflect on our own mortality, recalling that we do not live in this world
forever. The Latin phrase memento mori (remember you will die) can remind us that life is short and even motivate us
to make every moment count toward preparing for the next life through prayer and acts of charity. It can also
encourage us to make amends with those we have hurt, or to reconcile with family or friends from whom we have
become estranged. May this November be a time for us to strengthen our belief in resurrection life as affirmed in the
words from the Mass of Christian Burial, “for your faithful Lord, life is changed, not ended, and when this earthly
dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in heaven."

~Fr. Stephen




Faith Formation . . . Looking Ahead

Sunday, November 8th

e 8:15 or 10:45 AM: PreK-6th Grade Faith
Formation Class

e 9:30-12:30 PM: Year 2 First Reconciliation
Retreat (no regular class)

e 6:00 PM: Jr. High Faith Formation Class and
Parents Meeting: The Gift of the Eucharist

Christmas Youth Choir

Sing at the Christmas Eve 4:00 PM Mass!

All children in grades 2-8 are invited to share their voices
this Christmas! Join the choir to prepare for this special
holiday liturgy.

e Sunday Rehearsals: 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM

e Dates: 11/1,11/8,11/22,12/6 & 12/20

¢ Final Rehearsal: 12/23 (Time TBD)

e ToJoin or Ask Questions: Contact Alex Rechen
Hurley at alex.rechen@gmail.com

How To Pass The Faith on To Children
Hosted by Nurturing Seedlings - Ministry for Parents
of Kids Ages 0-7
e  When: Sunday, 11/8 |10:30-11:45 AM

e  Where: Lower Church

Join other young families for a practical discussion
around the question: "Who is God?"

e Free Journal: Everyone gets a parenting journal
e Perks: Free snacks and childcare provided!
e No RSVP Needed: Just show up - all are welcome!

Questions?
Call the Parish Office at (860) 658-7627.

Youth Ministry

Faith - Friendship - Purpose - Service
Youth Ministry Apple Pie Night

e When: Sunday, 11/22 | 4:00-6:00 PM

e Where: Parish Center

e Who: AllJr. High (Gr. 6-8) & Sr. High (Gr. 9-12)

We are making apple pies to distribute to families in
need, food banks, and nursing homes in the Granby,
Simsbury and surrounding areas for Thanksgiving.
We are in need of:

e All purpose flour

e Sugar

e Apple Pie Filling

e Disposable 9" pie pans

Pizza and snacks will be provided - bring a friend!
(Parent volunteers are always welcome and needed!)
Sign-ups will be coming soon.

Youth Bible Study

Come Dive Deeper into Scripture

e  When: Tuesdays, 11/10 | 6:00 PM-7:00 PM
Bi-Weekly

e  Where: Art Room

e Who: Teens in Grades 6-12

Steubenville East - Save The Date

e  When: 7/23/27 - 7/25/27

e  Who: Incoming Freshman Through Graduating
Seniors

Children's Offerings

At each Sunday Mass, a basket will be placed in front of
the altar. Children are invited to bring up a non-
perishable food item as their offering while the ushers
are taking up the collection from the congregation.
Children learn things best by doing and practicing.

Register for the 2026-2027 Year
Youth Ministry | Grades 6-12

All teens in 6th thru 12th grade are invited to join Youth
Ministry. We hope to see you this Fall!

. . 40
prior years, please register for the
upcoming year. Scan to Register: |_

Note: Even if you have registered in
Youth Ministry Registration 2026-2027
LEeB OfFs




Parish Eveuts & Anvouncements

Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon

Annual Parish & Community Celebration

e When: Wednesday, 11/18 | 12:00 - 1:30 PM
e Where: St. Mary's Parish Center

The St. Mary’s Parish Center will come alive for a
seasonal favorite with the annual Thanksgiving

Luncheon for local seniors. Festivities begin at noon with
a meal that features traditional Thanksgiving fare, as well
as beverages and dessert, served by students, faculty
and volunteers from Saint Mary’s School.

To Register: Contact the Simsbury
Senior Center at (860) 658-3273.
This event is extremely popular, so
we advise you to register well in
advance.

A Place At The Table

Afternoon of Faith, Stories, and Connection with the
LGBTQ+ community

e When: Sunday, 11/15 | 2:00—4:00 PM
e  Where: St. Mary’s Parish Center

The LGBTQ+ Ministry invites you to join us as members
and families share experiences of identity and faith. The
afternoon includes a brief overview of sexual orientation
and gender identity, personal stories, small-group
conversation, and Q&A. All are welcome—LGBTQ+
individuals, family members, friends, and parishioners.

Women's Ministry

Christmas Ornament Making

e  When: Thursday, 11/19 | 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
e  Where: Art Room

All women of the parish are invited to join us as we
create Christmas ornaments! Each year, our ministry
crafts 300 ornaments to share with the women of St.
Mary’s. No experience is needed—many hands make
light work! Questions? Contact the Parish Office.

Bereavement Ministry
Support for Those Coping with Loss

e  When: Wednesdays thru 12/16 | 1:00-2:30 PM

e  Where: Parish Library

The Bereavement Ministry is offering a weekly program,
“We Care and Gather in Fellowship" (no sessions 11/11
& 11/25). We will use The New Day Journal: A Journey
From Grief to Healing to guide readings, discussions and
personal journaling for healing.

Frequently Asked Questions
e Mayl join at any point? Yes, whenever it works best
for you.

To register or ask questions, call the Parish Office at
(860) 658-7627 to speak with a facilitator.

Men's Ministry

Casual, Fun and Grounded in Faith

Join us for our upcoming Open House! Help us reach our
goal of 100 men gathering to discuss the weekly Gospel
and relevant topics, both as a large group and in small-
group conversations. Refreshments will be served.

e When: Saturday, 11/7 | 8:00-9:30 AM

e  Where: Lower Church (Forcucci Faith Center) or via
Zoom

e Format: Hybrid (In person & online options available)

e Questions: Contact Paul Mikkelson at
mikbenefit@comcast.net

All men of the parish are warmly welcome!

Put Us In Your Instagram Feed!
If you don’t already, please follow us at
stmaryssimsbury on Instagram to stay in the know. We
will be updating regularly with event reminders, fun
tidbits and a spotlight on the“people in the pews.”

Box of Joy Kick-Off

Boxes are available in the Magowan Center for pickup.
Thank-you for helping us with this event.




Parishh Events & Avwvouncements

Parish Book Study

A Bowl of Perfect Light by Megan McKenna

Join us this November as we read and discuss Megan
McKenna'’s A Bowl! of Perfect Light. Drawing from a rich
variety of sources, this book offers uplifting stories of
forgiveness, reconciliation, and repairing the world to
help deepen our faith and strengthen our love for
others.

e How to Participate: Purchase a copy of the book
and join us for weekly discussions starting in
November.

e Meeting Options: Morning and evening sessions
available on Wednesdays ; 11/11, 12/9, 1/13 ,2/3 @
9:30-10:30 AM & 7:00-8:00 PM

e Questions: Contact the Parish Office for more
information.

Remembering the Deceased
Month of November

Our Book of the Deceased will be in the sanctuary
throughout the month of November. Everyone is invited
to inscribe the names of their loved ones in it and they
will be remembered at Mass.

Framed Photo Display: All parishioners are encouraged
to bring a small framed photo of their deceased loved
one to display near the altar. Please label the back of the
frame with your name and phone number so that it can
be returned at the end of the month.

Mass of Remembrance: Please join us Saturday 11/7 at
5:00 PM. During this Mass we remember all of those
who had funerals or burials at St. Mary's this past year.

Questions: Contact the Parish Office at (860) 658-7627
to include a loved one on our list.

New to St. Mary's
Welcome! We are glad you are
here. Please call the Parish Office ¢
or drop in and we can start the
registration process. We can be
reached at (860) 658-7627.

Social Action Ministry
Opportunities To Help Others

The Social Action Ministry coordinates monthly events to
support those in need. Learn more and sign up at:
St. Mary's Social Ministry

Upcoming Food Collections

Drop off all donations between 8 AM—12 Noon in the
Magowan Center.

e Mercy Shelter: 11/1 (fruits & desserts)

e Hartford Shelter: 11/8 (non-perishable)

e Simsbury Food Closet: 11/22 (non-perishable)

Annual Thanksgiving Meal

Supporting Hartford Area Families
Help us bring a warm Thanksgiving meal to 400 Hartford-
area families in need!

e Tag Pickup: Pick up tags in the Magowan Center
during the first two weekends of November (similar
to the Giving Tree).

e Drop-off Weekend: November 14— 15in the
Magowan Center.

e |tems Needed: Canned vegetables, c@'f
gravy (can or jar), stuffing, g Y
cranberry sauce, and plain rice. "l

Thank you for your continued
generosity!

Prayer Pew Ministry

You Don't Have to Carry It Alone

Sometimes life feels heavier than we expected. A family

concern, a health challenge, a difficult decision, or a

quiet worry can weigh on our hearts. Prayer reminds us

that God is with us, and praying with another person can

help us feel supported and less alone. If something is

weighing on your heart, let us pray with you and for you.

e For: Healing, guidance, strength, thanksgiving, or
peace.

e When: After all Saturday/Sunday Masses & Mon/
Tue/Wed daily Masses.

e Where: Look for team members wearing blue
nametags in front of the piano.



Now part of
the Northbridge family
of communities!

Riverbend at
Farmington

ANORTHERIDGE SENIOR LVING COMMUNTY

Northbridge Communities -
now in Farmington and
Simsbury - where residents

O] p Visit us online! enjoy engaging activities,
i @ RiverbendFarmington.com  personalized care, and a true
[= & SkybrookeSimsbury.com sense of community.

Erica K. Maglieri BERKSHIRE
REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
Cell: 860-324-6842 NEW ENGLAND

Email: EricaMaglieri@bhhsne.com PROPERTIES

EricaMaglieri.bhhsneproperties.com
Licensed in CT Res.0784277

Simsbury@bhhsn.com
920 Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury CT 06070 = [H \awie

Playing o® the jCatholic
Now g

W “Faith Comes From What Is Heard..."sur. ‘RIFFIN

730 AM CATHOLIC RADIO ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS, INC.
EST. 1997

860-426-9063
Industrial | Commercial | Residential
Electrical, LV, Solar & Generators
www.griffinelectricalinc.com
LICENSE # CT-180673

THE STATION
OF THE CROSS
CATHOLIC MEDIA NETWORK

ThestationoftheCross.com/GetiCatholicRadio

VINCENT

FUNERAL HOMES INC

The Vincent Family Serving Your Family Since 1902
Providing the comfort of the only on-site crematory in the Farmington Valley
www.vincentfuneralhome.com

Simsbury Canton
860-658-7613 860-693-0251

MEDICARE ANNUAL
ENROLLMENT IS
OCT. 15™ - DEC. 7™

‘ : ’
Building relationships one home at a time. 3 ”/‘y{

Just Good
Ttalian

Shelo, Slaian 15045
BERKS}%IR% HATHAWAY

1 Family
GSCHWIND |  weizesei= ™ WCK shen

REALTOR - Catering * Local Delivery

Parishioner | Cell 860-508-6602 920 Hopmeadow St. SimsBuRY
. 860-676-0800

andysitaliankitchen.com

sheilag@bhhsne.com | sheilag.bhhsneproperties.com
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IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™ $1LaesaTQa§

v/ Ambulance/Police
v Family/Friends o
v GPS & Fall Alert &° gg @

md-medalert.com
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DTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 | www.4lpi.com

THIS SPACE

Call 800.950.9952

Get this bulletin

delivered straight

to your inbox

every week. = e 5upport our

Advertisers!

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

St. Mary's Church | 03-0265



HAYES-HULING & CARMON FUNERAL HOME
364 Salmon Brook Street, Granby

860-653-6637

CarMmoN FuneraL HoMe AND FAMILY CENTER
301 Country Club Road, Avon S

860-673-8610
www.carmonfuneralhome. com

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

Kathy Ray Uﬁeﬁgnac REALTOR
Cell: 860-490-4958

KBrignac@Bhhsne.com
kathybrignac.bhhsneproperties.com

Active Parishioner for 35 years

DRAINAGE
ASPHALT REPAIR
CRACKFILLING

SOLUTISNS
Dumpster Rental

15 & 20 Yard 000 924 4600

Call NOW to schedule your spring and summer projects.
Anthony Sponzo, Owner Parishioner

THE DOMESTIC
MONASTERY

Religious gifts,
art, books, jewelry,
toys, & more.

200 Waterville Rd.
Avon, CT 06001

860-914-8226 |

www.thedomesticmonastery.com

Law Office of Andrea M. Melanson LLC
A WHOLISTIC APPROACH TO LAW

A75n

Real Estate Transactions | Refinances
Estate Planning | Probate & Wills
Family Law including Mediation and
Collaborative Process
860-651-7481
760 Hopmeadow Street Ste 104
Simsbury, CT 06070

Morgan Stanley
Thomas D. Sullivan

First Vice President | Financial Advisor

433 South Main Street, Suite 100, West Hartford, CT 06110
860-313-7132

thomas.d.sullivan@morganstanley.com
www.morganstanleyfa.com/willowgroup

NMLS #185351
© 2021 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. BCOO6 CRC 3868785 10/21

RYAN

Business Systems
Connecticut’s
Canon Dealer
Since 1975
528-9881
South Windsor ¢ Milford

BEST PAINT...
BEST ADVICE

Maher’s Paint &
Wallpaper LLC

369 West Main St.
Avon, CT 06001

(860) 678-1200

www.MahersPaint.com

DEITCH

E N E R G Y

44 Woodland St. Rear
Hartford, CT 06105
860-728-5431

#2 FUEL OIL
HEATING & COOLING SERVICE
AND INSTALLATION
HOD-000924 . S-1 0407968

Benjamin
Moore
Paints

Licensed Insured

Arthur Robert Sanfilippo

rthur

MUCA'S MASONRY LLC

30+ Years Superior Craftsmanship
Stone, Brick, Block Walls, Patios,
Sidewalks, Steps, Chimney, Fireplaces
Swimming Pools ~ Free Estimates

203-437-0881

Www.mucasmasonry.com

sherts

Custom Painting
Established 1988
Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial

Simsbury, CT 860-658-1535

BRISTOL’S
PAANAAANANAN
PAAAAANANAANN
IV
TREE SERVICE LLC
Steven Bristol - 860-693-0143
www.bristolstreeservice.com
Year Round Work
Servicing the Farmington Valley

P.O. Box 77, Canton Center, CT 06020
CT. Arborist License #62677

STATE LINE

PROPANE-OIL

SALES - SERVICE * INSTALLATIONS

Heating  Hot Water  HVAC
Fireplaces ® Generators ® Service Plans

CAPPIELLO

LANDSCAPING, LLC

Jacob Cappiello

StateLinePropaneOil.com 860-392-8775

OIL: 860-653-7241 PROPANE: 860-653-8076

500514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT
Lic. $1:303179 « P1: 204150 - HOD: 737 - 478

cappiellolandscapinglic@gmail.com| §

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Contact Heidi Brisson
hbrisson@4lpi.com
(860) 595-2034 x2034

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 | www.4lpi.com

Maglieri
CONSTRUCTION & PAVING, INC.
Greg Maglieri, Parishioner
39 West Dudley Town Rd, Bloomfield
860-242-0298

I : ® Burglary
www.maglieri-construction.com

® Fire Safety

[ ADT Authorized

| provider | SafeStreets

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

WE APPRECIATE
OUR ADVERTISERS

They allow us to
print this bulletin.
Thank youl!

Let God

St. Mary's Church | 03-0265



