August 19, 2026

Dear Parents and Guardians of Students in Grades 4 & 5:
We at Divine Mercy Parish are glad to welcome you to a new school year and a new year of Religious Education! You are receiving this letter because your child has been identified as eligible for the Sacrament of Confirmation.

As you are aware, the Sacraments of Initiation include Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. According to Canon Law 889:
 
§1: Every baptized person not yet confirmed and only such a person is capable of receiving confirmation.
§2. To receive confirmation licitly outside the danger of death requires that a person who has the use of reason be suitably instructed, properly disposed, and able to renew the baptismal promises.
Can. 890 The faithful are obliged to receive this sacrament at the proper time. Parents and pastors of souls, especially pastors of parishes, are to take care that the faithful are properly instructed to receive the sacrament and come to it at the appropriate time.
Can. 891 The sacrament of confirmation is to be conferred on the faithful at about the age of discretion unless the conference of bishops has determined another age, or there is danger of death, or in the judgment of the minister a grave cause suggests otherwise.

As such, we are looking forward to preparing your child for this beautiful and meaningful sacrament that will enrich your child as they grow into life-long Catholics. This year, we will be making some slight changes to our Confirmation program. We hope that these changes will make the preparation process both meaningful to your student and convenient for your family. One of the changes involves students in grades 4 & 5. In order that we are in communion with the Archdiocese of Baltimore, we will be confirming students as young as age 9 beginning in 2027.
This change affects your students this year, and dictates that we will begin catechesis of our 4th and 5th graders during the 2026-2027 school year, with Confirmation in November of 2027.

All students preparing for Confirmation MUST be enrolled in Religious Education for the 2026-2027 school year. The only exception to this requirement is given to those students enrolled at Bishop Walsh School; these students must enroll in Sacramental Preparation only. Students at BW must attend all sessions listed below. Additionally, all students will receive materials to work through at home with their families; these will be distributed at Religious Education. 
BW parents, please call the Parish Office (301.689.6767) to arrange pickup of your child’s preparation materials.

To that end, please see below the schedule of events for this year:

· Wednesday, August 19: Parent meeting for First Reconciliation. This meeting will take place in the Hall at St. Michael and will begin at 7pm.

· Confirmation Sessions for all students in grades 4 & 5: 
Sunday, January 17
Sunday, February 21
Sunday, March 21
Sunday, April 18
Sunday, May 16 – This session will be used as a makeup session in the event of cancellation of any other session due to weather, etc.
We will also hold Confirmation sessions in the fall of 2027; tentative dates will be Sunday, September 19, Sunday, October 17, and a potential summer session TBA.

· Confirmation Retreat to be held in the fall of 2027.

· Saturday, November 20, 2027 @ 10am: Confirmation! Details will be given to all families as soon as it is available to us.
Thank you so much for helping to accompany your children through this time of sacramental preparation! We are so excited to work with your children. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the parish office at any time.

May you have a wonderful year!


In Christ,


Fr. Scott Kady			

