
 

Rev. Bryan Wright, Pastor  

Rita Hanson, Financial Secretary  

Cathy Asbury, Parish Secretary  

Holy Child Church  
240 S Main St, Mansfield, PA 

Saint Mary of Czestochowa Church  
144 St Mary’s St, Blossburg, PA 

Parish Contacts 

Director of Religious Education:  
Darlene Buck: phone - 570-540-1332  

email - catholic.dre.holychild@gmail.com  

Good Neighbors: Tom Wierbowski 570-404-3028  

Good Samaritans:  
Health Ministry:  
Dotty Welsh 570-662-2057  

Knights of Columbus, MU Council:  
Steve Boyce 570-835-4049  

Knights of Columbus, Blossburg Council:  
Jim Weiskopff 570-662-7133  

Ladies Guild: Patty Hutcheson 570-662-2034  

Medical Equipment Loaning Program:  
Dotty Welsh 570-662-2057  

“Spare a Prayer” Prayer Chain:  
Maryjane Seifried: phone - (570) 549-7550  
  email - seifriedmaryjane@gmail.com  
Dotty Welsh:  phone - (570) 662-2057  
  email - dhjrw@ptd.net  

RCIA: Parish Office 570-662-3568  

Holy Child Hall: 570-662-9996  

St. Mary’s Hall: 570-638-2783 

Sacraments 

Baptism:  Please call the church office to make arrange-
ments to meet with the pastor and schedule the time and 
date of the ceremony.  

Reconciliation:  Confessions are heard on Saturday from 
2:30 to 3:00 pm in Holy Child Church, on First Friday 
from 9 to 10 am in Holy Child Church, and on First Sat-
urday from 10 to 11 am in Saint Mary of Czestochowa 
Church. For other times, call the office to make an ap-
pointment.  

Matrimony:  Couples planning to marry should contact 
their Pastor at least 6 months before the planned wed-
ding date.  

Anointing of the Sick:  Anointing and Holy Communion 
are available to the infirmed and homebound. Families 
are asked to notify the church office to arrange a visit.  

New Parishioners:  Holy Child Parish welcomes you! 
New members are asked to register by contacting the 
Parish Office. Registration is a requirement for admis-
sion to our religious education programs and reception 
of the Sacraments of Baptism, First Penance, Confirma-
tion, and Matrimony. 

Mission Statement: Holy Child Parish  

United with the Pope, we the members of Holy Child   
Parish seek to be a welcoming church, which fosters    

spiritual development and expresses charity by living in 
word and deed the life of Christ. Under the leadership of 

the bishop, our goals are to implement effective ministries 
through word, worship, and the sacraments, to enhance the 

spiritual growth of our parish family, and to encourage, 
through works of love and faith, the unity of the Church. 

Weekly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Holy Child:  

 3:00 pm Saturday  

 10:45 am Sunday  

 5:15 pm Thursday  

 8:00 am Friday  

Saint Mary’s:  

 8:30 am Sunday  
 11:30 am Monday & Tuesday 

4th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, 

January 29, 2023 

Rectory Office Hours 

9 AM – 2 PM Monday, Tuesday and Friday  

Cemetery Business Hours: By Appointment  

237 S. Main St, Mansfield, PA 16933  

Phone: 570-662-3568    Fax: 570-662-2113  

Email: hlychild@ptd.net  

Web: holychildparish.com 



Adoration of the  

Blessed Sacrament  

prior to all  

weekend Masses  

Liturgy Schedule  
(The daily Mass schedule is subject to change.)  

Saturday, January 28                 Saint Agnes, Virgin & Martyr  
Vigil: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

4:00 pm, Holy Child: † Parishioners 

Sunday, January 29                4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 9:00 am, St. Mary’s: † Loretta Brundage  

(by The Good Samaritans) 

11:15 am, Holy Child: † Mary Ann Markowski 
(by Fran Mercincavage & Family) 

Monday, January 30                                                   Weekday 
No Mass 

Tuesday, January 31                           Saint John Bosco, Priest 
No Mass 

Wednesday, February 1                                              Weekday 
No Mass 

Thursday, February 2            The Presentation of the Lord 
6:00 pm, Holy Child: † Ed Horne (by Greg & Kathleen Anna) 

First Friday, February 3                                             Weekday 
8:30 am, Holy Child: † Bob Swinsick (by Family) 

First Saturday, February 4                                         Weekday 
9:30 am, St. Mary’s: † Jim & Betty Rieppel  

(by Rosemary, Adele, Marsha & Families) 

Vigil: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
4:00 pm, Holy Child: † Leo Frederick  

(by Dave & Janie Hilfiger & Leona Frederick) 

Sunday, February 5                5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 9:00 am, St. Mary’s: † Parishioners 

11:15 am, Holy Child: † Elena Nicholas (by The Nortons) 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available in  
Holy Child Church at 2:30 pm on Saturdays.  

The Sanctuary Light burns to remind us of the  
real presence of Christ reserved in the tabernacle.  

Week of January 29 - February 4, 2023  

The Sanctuary Light in Saint Mary’s Church  
burns this week in memory of Robert Stoudt Jr.  

by Mom & Dad.  

The Sanctuary Light in Holy Child Church  
burns this week in memory of deceased members 
of The Kenesky Family by Bernie & Marie Sabol. 

Call the parish office to request a Sanctuary Light 
intention. The donation is $5 per candle.  

The Blessed Sacrament is  

reserved in the Tabernacle. 

Please be mindful of this 

and try to keep a  

Silent reverence.  

Prayer List  

PLEASE PRAY…  We pray, always, for deceased pa-
rishioners, family, friends, and benefactors.  May their souls 
and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.  For 
those serving our country: Lord, hold our troops in your lov-
ing hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and 
their families in our time of need.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord and Savior. 
Amen.  

For those who need special prayers:  

- Catherine Gallagher  

- Richard Faber  

- Bernice Frederick  

- Tom MacBlane  

- Rose Mahosky  

- Christopher Mortensen  

- Howdy Moser  

- Richard Niemczyk  

- Ethel Sandstrom  

- Lori Sherant  

- Kenneth Simpson  

- Yolanda Tacka  

- Nancy Winslow  

Please contact the parish office to add names of those 
who are in need of prayer due to sudden illness, upcoming 
surgery, hospital stay or those experiencing a hardship.  To 
respect our parishioners’ privacy, please ask and specify if 
their names are to be put in the bulletin, added to the prayer 
chain, or both. 

To make a request on our “Spare a Prayer” prayer chain, con-
tact:  Maryjane Seifried at seifriedmaryjane@gmail.com or 
549-7550 or Dotty Welsh at dhjrw@ptd.net or 662-2057. 

To add a name to the bulletin Prayer list, contact the parish 
office by phone, email or regular mail.  

Our Lord is always listening.  

If you or someone you know 
cannot get to Mass and would 

like to receive Holy Communion 
or a pastoral visit, please contact 

the parish office.  

Parish Offerings Received January 16 - 22, 2023  

Sunday Envelopes:  $2,721.00  
Loose:  461.00  
Church Dues:  36.00   
Fuel: 648.00  
Total:  $3,866.00  

Thank you for your continued support.  

2022 Financial Statements 
are available by request.  State-
ments will cover all donations made 
from 01/01/2022 through 
12/31/2022.  To request a statement, 
contact the    parish office or write 
“send statement” on the front of 
your collection envelope.   



What In The World Is Candlemas Day? 
Candlemas is the colloquial name for the Feast of the 

Presentation of the Lord which is celebrated on February 2.  
In the new calendar (1970), the Christmas season ends with 
the Baptism of the Lord in early January.  However, tradition-
ally, Candlemas was seen as the last day of the Christmas sea-
son.  But what is Candlemas?  To understand this feast, we 
must understand a bit about Jewish tradition and history. 

Purification and Presentation 
According to the Book of Leviticus (Lev. 12:1-4), when a 

woman bore a male child, she was considered “unclean” for 
seven days.  Then, on the eighth day, the child was circum-
cised, in keeping with the covenant God made with Abraham. 

Then, for the remaining thirty-three days, the woman 
stayed home to recover and stop post-natal bleeding. After 
forty days, the parents went to the Temple in Jerusalem for the 
rite of purification. A sin offering was then offered of a lamb 
or, for those who are poor, two pigeons and two turtledoves. 

Redemption of the First-Born Son 
In Exodus, God spoke to Moses and said: “Consecrate to 

me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb 
among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine 
(Ex. 13:1).” By the time of the birth of Jesus, this constituted 
a temple tax of 5 shekels which the parents gave to the priest 
to offer the Passover sacrifice. By this sacrifice the first-born 
son was “redeemed” or bought back from slavery. 

In the Gospel of St. Luke, the redemption is not men-
tioned in relationship to the presentation of the Lord. Instead, 
there is an emphasis on consecration to God. This shows how 
Jesus does not need redemption, but, rather, is the perfect sac-
rifice which will be offered to free us from the slavery of sin 
eternally. 

Prophecy of Simeon 
During the presentation of the Lord, a just man named 

Simeon came to the Temple. He had waited his whole life for 
the coming of the Messiah. He held baby Jesus in his arms 
saying, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peo-
ples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to 
your people Israel (Lk. 2:29-32).” 

In other words, the Messiah who he held in his arms was 
coming for the righteous and the sinner, for the Jew and the 
gentile. He then turned to Mary and Joseph and said to them, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many 
in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will 
pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed (Lk. 2:34-35).” 

It is these words of Simeon which give rise to the idea of 
Candlemas. For Jesus, is a light to the nations. He is the light 

coming into the world to banish sin and darkness. He is our 
Priest, Prophet, and King. This is revealed by the cryptic 
words of Simeon. 

Candles 
Think about your own “presentation” at your Baptism. The 
Paschal Candle, which is first lit at the Easter Vigil is the 
preeminent “Light of Christ” in liturgy, is lit at your Baptism. 
From that light is lit a smaller baptismal candle. This connec-
tion is not lost on the Church. Since the seventh century, can-
dles have been blessed on February 2nd, the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord. This is where we get the name 
“Candlemas.” 

The Original Groundhog Day 
Candlemas is the original Groundhog Day. In the United 
States, Protestants decided to replace the Catholic feast with a 
secular festival. There is an old English rhyme which says, “If 
Candlemas Day be fair and bright, Winter will have another 
flight; but if it be dark with clouds and rain, Winter is gone, 
and will not come again.” 

In other words, if the sun is brighter than the candles of 
Candlemas, then Winter will last for a longer time. But if the 
candles of Candlemas outshine the sun on February 2nd, then 
Winter is nearing an end. So goes the farmer tradition. 

https://catholic-link.org/candlemas-catholic/?
gclid=CjwKCAiAoL6eBhA3EiwAXDom5gfDL0VulJUImFQge51db-

YJcQGhgLf8yA6gGyWKTCMaxO2BWNbY0xoCIVsQAvD_BwE 

 

 

 

Blessed Palms 
Bring your blessed palms to church the weekend of  

February 18 & 19, place them in the box in the vestibule  
and they will be properly disposed of. 

 It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If 
you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, dea-
con, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of 
Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the mat-
ter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay 
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has cause 
or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any 
form of abuse, including child sexual abuse, the matter will 
be reported to law enforcement. 

 It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil 
and state regulations. In accordance with the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of 
suspected child abuse should also be made immediately by 
phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-
800-932-0313 or electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/
cwis .  To this end, the Diocese is equally committed to ad-
hering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to uphold-
ing the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People, which includes supporting vic-
tims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual 
well-being. As such, information regarding an allegation of 
sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim 
Assistance Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at 570-862-
7551.     

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.compass.state.pa.us%2Fcwis&data=04%7C01%7C%7C503adfb431054b18cdac08d9a47381ec%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637721638268613637%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.compass.state.pa.us%2Fcwis&data=04%7C01%7C%7C503adfb431054b18cdac08d9a47381ec%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637721638268613637%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI
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Week of January 29, 2023  

Saint John Bosco: Mission to Love  
Flavio Insinna gives a winning performance as John 

Bosco, the great priest and educator of youth. Beautifully 
filmed in Italy, this epic movie dramatizes the many challeng-
es that he had to overcome from his childhood all the way to 
founding his religious order.  

A Bible Study on the Joyful Mysteries 
The Presentation  

What is the importance of the Presentation of Jesus in the 
Temple? Join Dr. James Protho and Dr. Ben Akers as they 
unpack this great mystery and how it can apply to your spir-
itual life.  

Don Bosco: The True Story of the Apostle of Youth  
Don Bosco tells the true story of a brave and holy priest 

whose single-handed battle to save the children of the streets 
inspired the formation of the Salesians, which is now a world-
wide religious order that carries on his work with youth eve-
rywhere.   

Our parish has a FORMED subscription!  
To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and use 
zip code 16933 to search for and select our parish.  All of 

their content will be available to you wherever you have in-
ternet access.  You can download the FORMED app at the 

App Store or the Google Play Store.  

Mark Your Calendar  
• February 1: 10:30 am, Health Ministry, 

Holy Child  
• February 2:  Parish Pastoral Council 

beginning with 6 pm Mass, Holy Child 
• February 14:  7 pm Ladies Guild, Holy Child 
• February 22:  Ash Wednesday 
• February 23:  Stations of the Cross following 6 pm Mass, 

Holy Child 
• February 24:  4:00 pm, Stations of the Cross, Holy Child 

Spiritual Adoption Program  
Month Five - Your spiritually adopted 

baby weighs over one pound now.  His 
mother can feel him moving now.  Before 
he was too small for her to feel.  Although 
he swam with ease in his watery world, he 
needed to be big and strong enough to kick 
hard against the outside uterine wall and 
dent it-the inside wall of the uterus has no feeling.  We are  
mid-way through the pregnancy now.  Your prayers have 
helped your baby’s mother continue with her pregnancy and 
seek the help she needs.  

Dear Lord, You formed my inmost being; you knit me  
in my mother’s womb.  I praise you, because I am  

wonderfully made; wonderful are your works. 

Visit www.annualappeal.org to make your gift and view 
the Diocesan Annual Appeal videos, which highlight the 
wonderful work your gifts support.  As of January 18th we 
are at 81.19% of our $28,000 parish goal! $22,732 has been 
donated or pledged thus far!  Thank you for your continued 
support.  We couldn’t do it without you! 

2023 Holy Child Parish Lottery  
It’s not too late! Tickets continue to be on sale! 

  Tickets are $25 each with  
still over 60 chances to win remaining!  

The winners are based on the 7:00 pm drawing  
of the Pennsylvania Lottery Pick 3 in January,  

February, and March, 2023  
(number straight only; in the event of a double draw, only 

the first number drawn will be valid for this lottery).  
Monday - Friday winners receive $50  

Saturday winners receive $150 
Sunday winners receive $200  

Here’s the Bonus:  
February 5th & March 5th  

winners receive $500!  

Tickets are available for sale in the rectory office  
on Monday, Tuesday and Friday between 9 am - 2 pm.  

Congratulations Winners!  

Day  Date  Ticket #  Winner  Amount Won  
Sunday  1/15/23  #568  no winner 
Monday  1/16/23  #285  no winner    
Tuesday  1/17/23  #976  no winner 
Wednesday 1/18/23 #989  no winner  
Thursday  1/19/23  #969  no winner  
Friday  1/20/23  #129 Patricia Wright $50.00  
Saturday  1/21/23 #311  no winner 

Scripture Readings  

Sunday, January 29:  Zep 2:3; 3:12-13   Ps 146:6-10 
1 Cor 1:26-31   Matthew 5:1-12a 

Monday, January 30:  Heb 11:32-40   Ps 31:20-24    
Mark 5:1-20 

Tuesday, January 31:  Heb 12:1-4   Ps 22:26-28, 30-32 
Mark 5:21-43 

Wednesday, February 1:  Heb 12:4-7, 11-15  
   Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a   Mark 6:1-6 

Thursday, February 2:  Mal 3:1-4   Ps 24:7-10  
Heb 2:14-18    Luke 2:22-40 

Friday, February 3:  Heb 13:1-8   Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8-9 
Mark 6:14-29 

Saturday, February 4:  Heb 13:15-17, 20-21  Ps 23:1-6 
Mark 6:30-34 

Sunday, February 5:  Is 58:7-10   Ps 112:4-9   1 Cor 2:1-5    
Matthew 5:13-16 

Holy Child Parish welcomes 
our newest member 

Ty Scott Pollock 

on the event of his January 28th 
Baptism in Holy Child Church, 
and congratulates his parents, 
John & Lacy Pollock. 

Don ’t forget your food pantry donations 
of non-perishable items.  Consider volunteer-
ing to help feed the hungry!  Boxes are in 
both churches for nonperishable donations. 



Stop in to see  

Nancy Furlong & Michele Sargent 

15 N. Main Street, Mansfield, PA 16933 

570-662-ROSE (7673) 

  
Monday through Friday 

9 am to 5:30 pm 

Saturday - 9 am to 1 pm 

Sunday - Closed 
  

2 Riverside Plaza 
Blossburg, PA  16912 

570-638-2820 
Free Next Day Delivery to 

Blossburg, Mansfield, Wellsboro and Surrounding Areas 

  

THE CATHOLIC CURRENT  
Bringing Christ to the World  

and the World to Christ.  

Producer & Host  
Fr. Robert McTeigue, S.J.  

Regular Air Time  
Monday-Friday, 5 pm  

https://thestationofthecross.com/programs/ 
the-catholic-current/ 

Deborah Ann Capece  

Voice and Piano Lessons in  
my Mansfield area home  

BA in Music  
Children and Adults  

Over 20 Years Experience  

570-439-9292  
debcapece.com  

1803 ROUTE 287, MORRIS, PA 16938 
(570) 404-6159 

Papa the Butcher  
Meat-Deli-Seafood  

Monday - Saturday  

9:00 am - 6:30 pm  

Closed on Sunday  

Lunch 11-1 pm - Dinners 4 pm-Sold Out  

95 West Wellsboro, Street, Mansfield, PA  

570-662-7885 

NORTHERN TIER BEVERAGE, INC  
BEER DISTRIBUTOR  

Domestics, Imports, Crafts, Ciders  
Malts, Non-Alcoholic Beer  

Available in Kegs, Cases, 12 packs,  
6 packs, singles  

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!  
570-662-2523 RESPONSIBLY SERVING 

SINCE 1990 133 N. Main St., Mansfield, Pa 

   

   

   

   

   

   


