
 

 

 
Holy Child Catholic Church  

242 S Main St, Mansfield, PA 16933 
Saint Mary of Częstochowa Catholic Church  

144 St Marys St, Blossburg, PA 16912 

Parish Mission Statement  
United with the Pope, we the members of Holy Child 
Parish seek to be a welcoming church, which fosters 
spiritual development and expresses charity by living 
in word and deed the life of Christ. Under the leader-
ship of the bishop, our goals are to implement effec-
tive ministries through word, worship, and the sacra-
ments, to enhance the spiritual growth of our parish 
family, and to encourage, through works of love and 
faith, the unity of the Church. 

Sacraments  
Baptism:  Please call the Parish Office to schedule a 
meeting with the Pastor and to schedule the ceremony.  

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard on:  
• Saturdays  3:00—3:30 PM at Holy Child Church 
• Sundays by request before the 9:00 AM Mass 
• First Fridays & First Saturdays, during Holy Hour before Mass 
• By appointment—please contact the Parish Office. 

Holy Communion: Those preparing to receive Holy Com-
munion for the first time, please call the Parish Office.   

Matrimony: Couples should contact their Pastor at least 
six months before the planned wedding date.  

Anointing of the Sick:  For the infirm & homebound. 
Please contact the Parish Office to arrange a visit. 

New Parishioners:  Welcome to Holy Child Parish! New 
parishioners are asked to register by contacting the Par-
ish Office. Registration is required for our religious edu-
cation programs and for the Sacraments of Baptism, 
First Reconciliation, Confirmation, and Matrimony. 

Parish Office  
237 S. Main St, Mansfield, PA 16933  

Mon, Tue, Fri:  9:30am - 2:30pm   
570-662-3568 

hlychild@ptd.net  
holychildparish.com 

Mass Schedule  
Saturday   4:00  PM Holy Child 
Sunday   9:00  AM Saint Mary’s 
Sunday 11:15  AM Holy Child 
Monday 12:10 PM Saint Mary’s 
Tuesday 12:10 PM Saint Mary’s 
Wednesday   8:30 AM Holy Child 
Thursday   6:00 PM Holy Child 
Friday   8:30 AM Holy Child 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
First Friday—during the Holy Hour before Mass 

First Saturday—during the Holy Hour before Mass 
  

Devotional Prayers  
Monday 12:00 PM Saint Mary’s The Angelus 
Monday after Mass Saint Mary’s Miraculous Medal 
Tuesday 12:00 PM Saint Mary’s The Angelus 
Tuesday after Mass Saint Mary’s Saint Jude 
Thursday   6:00 PM Holy Child The Angelus 
 

Parish Contacts  
Financial Secretary: Darlene Buck 570-662-3568 
Secretaries: Cara Clementi, Denise Grishka 570-662-3568 
Director of Religious Education: Darlene Buck   
Good Samaritans: 570-662-3568 
Medical Equipment Loaning: Sophie Schwoyer 570-404-9303 
Knights of Columbus: Scott DiMarco; srdimarco@hotmail.com 
Ladies Guild: Patty Hutcheson 570-662-2034 
St. Mary’s Hall: 570-638-2783   Holy Child Hall: 662-9996 

21st Sunday  
In Ordinary Time 

 

A u g u s t  2 3 ,  2 0 2 6  

Reverend Philip Rayappan 
Pastor 



 

 

Scripture Readings 
Sun 
8/23 

Is 22:19-23     Ps 138:1-3,6,8 
Rom 11:33-36     Mt 16:13-20 

Mon 
8/24 Rv 21:9b-14     Ps 145:10-13,17-18     Jn 1:45-51 

Tue 
8/25 2 Thes 2:1-3a,14-17     Ps 96:10-13     Mt 23:23-26 

Wed 
8/26 2 Thes 3:6-10,16-18    Ps 128:1-2,4-5    Mt 23:27-32 

Thu 
8/27 1 Cor 1:1-9     Ps 145:2-7     Mt 24:42-51 

Fri 
8/28 1 Cor 1:17-25     Ps 33:1-2,4-5,10-11     Mt 25:1-13 

Sat 
8/29 1 Cor 1:26-31     Ps 33:12-13,18-21     Mk 6:17-29 

Sun 
8/30 Jer 20:7-9  Ps 63:2-6,8-9  Rom 12:1-2  Mt 16:21-27 

Pro-Life Resources  
Natural Family Planning (NFP) 
dioceseofscranton.org/parish-

life/community/marriage/
natural-family-planning/ 

Heart of Tioga Crisis Pregnancy Center: 570-948-2020 
Abortion Pill Reversal 24/7 Hotline: 1-877-558-0333 

Project Rachel Helpline: for help after abortion; 888-456-HOPE 
heartbeatinternational.org/worldwide-directory 

gabrielproject.org    elizabethministry.org    respectlife.org 
usccb.org/prolife/diocesan-pro-life-offices 

Prayer List  
Please pray... for deceased parishioners, family, & friends. May 

their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 
For troops & first responders: Lord, hold them in your loving 
hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their fami-
lies in our time of need. Bless those who need special prayers:  

Martha Aston, Judi Bonk-Guy, Ann Clark, Brian Earley,  
Richard Faber, Catherine Gallagher, Ann King, Patrick Lindquist, 

Tony Lupkowski, Tom MacBlane, Joyce & Jim Maloney, 
Christopher Mortensen, Terri Nash, Matt Neclerio, Richard 
Niemczyk, Mike Scotto, Lori Sherant, Yolanda Tacka, Jack 

Watson, Samantha Wilcox, & Patricia Wright 
 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.  
To request prayer for someone, please contact 
the Parish Office. To respect privacy, please spec-
ify if their names are to be put in the  
bulletin, added to the Prayer Chain, or both. 

“Spare a Prayer”  Prayer Chain    
Contact Maryjane (seifriedmaryjane@gmail.com; 570-549-7550). 

The Lord is always listening. 

A Gift In Your Will  
Please consider a gift to our Parish in your will or living trust. 
Known as a charitable bequest, all that is needed are a few sen-
tences. Share this sample language with your estate planner: 

“I, [name], of [city, state, zip], give, devise, and      
bequeath to Holy Child Parish, Mansfield, PA  

[dollar amount or percentage of the estate or descrip-
tion of property] for its unrestricted use and purpose.” 

For Communion or a Pastoral 
visit, please contact the Parish 
Office (570-662-3568). 

Would you or someone you know enjoy a friendly visit, a 
partner to play cards or games with, someone to read to 
them, or simply keep company?  
As an outreach of our Parish Ministries,  Mary Hohman (717-

203-9090) visits local residences & care homes, to spend time 
with people who seek company. To arrange, please call Mary. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
Saturday, August 22              Vigil, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 pm, Holy Child: † Dominic & Monica Leone  

(by Ken Leone & Mary Kay Ward) 

Sunday, August 23                                21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am, Holy Child: † Leo & Leona Frederick (by Dave & Janie Hilfiger) 
11:15 am, St. Mary’s: Our Parishioners 

Monday, August 24                  Saint Bartholomew, Apostle      
12:10 pm, St. Mary’s: † Betty Ann Lupkowski (by Peter & Deb Lupkowski) 

Tuesday, August 25     Weekday; St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest                                                                                          
12:10 pm, St. Mary’s: † Rose Mitchell Bixby (by Leona Ruberto) 

Wednesday, August 26                                                                                                                                                           Weekday 
8:30 am, Holy Child: † Mary Lauer (by The Pontifical Mission Office) 

Thursday, August 27                                                                                      St. Monica                          
6:00 pm, Holy Child: † AnnaMarie Mimlitsch (by Heather Morgan) 

Friday, August 28                St. Augustine, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 
8:30 am, Holy Child: The Alicia & Ben Augustine Family (by Cara) 

Saturday, August 29            Vigil, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 pm, Holy Child: † Jack & Joan Miller (by Mary Nance) 

Sunday, August 30                              22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am, St. Mary’s: Our Parishioners 
11:15 am, Holy Child: † Dotty Welsh (by Joe & Maryann Maresco) 

Sanctuary Candle Intentions This Week 
Holy Child: † Dominic & Monica Leone  

(by Ken Leone & Mary Kay Ward) 
St. Mary’s: † Leo & Leona Frederick (by Dave & Janie Hilfiger) 

The Sanctuary Candle burns to remind us of the  
Real Presence of Christ reserved in the tabernacle.  

Altar Flower Intentions This Week 
Holy Child: † Dominic & Monica Leone  

(by Ken Leone & Mary Kay Ward) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays—3:00-3:30 pm at Holy Child Church 

Sundays—by request 
First Fridays &First Saturdays—during Holy Hour before Mass 

~ Or By Appointment ~ 

Parish Offerings For August 10-16.  Thank you! 
Sunday envelopes  $3,184.00 
Loose 799.00 
Dues 201.00 
Assumption 623.00 
Cemetery Maintenance 298.00 
Summer Drive 40.00 
Total   $5,145.00 
Diocesan—Care & Education of Priests 25.00 



 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

Aug 23 9:00 AM Mass at Holy Child, 11:15 AM at St. Mary’s 
Aug 23 Beef Dinner & Basket Raffle, 11:30a-2:00p, St. Mary’s 
Aug 30  Knights of Columbus, 6:30 PM, Holy Child Hall 
Sep 1 Health Ministry Meeting, 10 AM, Holy Child Hall 
Sep 4 First Friday Holy Hour (8:30a), Mass (9:30a), Holy Child 
Sep 5 First Saturday Holy Hour (8:30a), Mass (9:30a), St. Mary’s 
Sep  8 Ladies Guild, 6:00 pm, Holy Child Hall 
Sep 13 Parish Picnic, following 11:15 Mass, Holy Child  

Ladies Guild 
We invite all women in our parish to 
join the Holy Child Parish Ladies 
Guild. Our primary ministry is to 
raise funds in support of Holy Child Parish, its parishioners, 
& Pastor. Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6pm. 
 

First meeting of the new year: 
Tuesday, September 8th at 6:00 pm in Holy Child Hall  
Annual Membership: September through August 
               Annual Dues: $5.00 

Return this form & payment in the collection basket or mail to: 
Kathy Draxler, Guild Treasurer, 1482 Rt. 549, Mansfield, PA 16933 

Name:  ______________________________________________ 

Phone:  ______________________________________________ 

Email:  ______________________________________________ 

Labor Day Country-Style Ham & Turkey Dinner 
Monday, September 7th, Noon—5pm at Immaculate Conception 

Parish Center, Jacks Hollow Rd, off Rt 654 in Bastress, PA. 
Ham, turkey, sandwiches, fries, funnel cakes, ice cream, soda, 

plus a few small games of chance and Bingo! 
We will have a variety of homemade jams, jellies, & fudge for sale. 

Tickets: $14 Adults $6 Children 4-12, free for children 3 & under 
Takeouts available around 12:30 pm. 

Evening at Mount Savior 

Marian Ministries will sponsor an Evening at Mt. Saviour Mon-
astery on Friday, September 11th, beginning with Evening 
Prayer at 6:30pm and closing with Compline at 8:15pm. Boxed 
lunches will be provided and Fr. Philip will be available to hear 
Confessions. Carpools will leave Mansfield and Wellsboro at 
5pm. A suggested donation of $15 will cover the cost of a boxed 
meal and a donation to the monastery.  
 

Participants may walk the grounds, browse the bookstore, pray 
in the crypt, and enjoy each other's company. Votive candles 
are available in the crypt for a donation of $4. Bring check 
books or cash in case there's no cashier at the bookstore. 
 

To register, call/text Linda Sampson (570-404-2180) or Laurie 
Coffee (703-470-2975) or email marian-
ministries@outlook.com. Deadline to register: Friday, Septem-
ber 4th. Please indicate if you are willing to drive and what type 
of sandwich you would like. (Ham, Turkey, Tuna, Veggie). 

Religious Education will begin on Sunday, September 13th 

at 10:00am in Holy Child Hall. To register, call 570-662-3568. 

Fall Fest Benefitting St. Thomas Parish 
Firemen’s Field on Market St. in Knoxville PA 

 Saturday, September 12th, 10-4 
Cow Pie Bingo, Vendors, Chicken BBQ, Food,  

Basket Raffle, Gun Raffle, Live Music. 
Benefits St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Elkland, PA. 

mailto:marian-ministries@outlook.com
mailto:marian-ministries@outlook.com


 

 

Nazareth Group—with the Capuchin Sisters of Nazareth 
Saturday, September 26th:  11:00 AM–4:30 PM  

Also November 21st, January 30th, April 17th, and June 5th 
Inviting all young women (grades 9–12) 
to join us on Saturday, September 26, 
2026, from 11:00AM – 4:30PM. Come and 
learn more about the Faith, make whole-
some friendships, and grow more in love 
with Jesus through prayer and hearing 
inspirational talks. For more information 

or to RSVP by September 24, please call Sister Angela in 
Tunkhannock at 570-836-2737 or Sister Clare in Williamsport at 
570-745-3334. Calling times are Mon-Thurs & Sat - 9am-11:30am; 
1pm-4:30pm; 7pm-8:15pm. Please join us! 

Knights of Columbus 
All men of our Parish are invited to join  
the Knights of Columbus. Next meeting:  
Sunday, August 30th at 6:30 pm, Holy Child Hall. 
 

The Knights are hosting our annual Parish Picnic 
Sunday, September 13th, following 11:15 Mass  

Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, & Drinks provided. 
We invite you to bring a snack, side dish, or dessert! 

Please join us! 

Sponsored by  
Marian Ministries 

  Beginning Thursday, September 
17th, Marian Ministries will spon-
sor a six-week study on Pope St. 

John Paul II’s Letter to Women, a small-group program exploring 
the dignity of women, the “feminine genius”, and the essential 
role of women in the family, Church, and society.  

The study will run from 4:30pm-6:00pm on Thursdays thru Octo-
ber 22nd. Participants will meet alternately at Holy Child Hall 
and St. Peter’s Parish Center.  

Marian Ministries will provide a “heavy hors d’oeuvre” for dinner 
(cheese & crackers, meat & cheese platter, etc.) and participants 
will be asked to bring a small snack/side dish to share. A suggest-
ed $25 donation will assist with the cost of books and food.  

To register, or for more information, 

 call or text Laurie Coffee (703) 470-2975  

or Linda Sampson (570) 404-2180 or  

email marian-ministries@outlook.com. 
 

Deadline for Registration: September 8th, 2026  
 

Core Themes of the Study 

Innate Human Dignity: Explores the truth that a person's worth 
is a God-given gift rooted in creation, not something earned.  

The "Feminine Genius": Highlights unique qualities like intui-
tion, sensitivity, generosity, fidelity, and a profound capacity 
to prioritize persons over things.  

Gratitude & Apology: Reflects on the Pope’s gratitude for women 
in various roles (mothers, wives, workers, consecrated women) 
and his acknowledgment of historical societal injustices 
against women.  

A Call to Action: Encourages women to transform culture and 
structural relationships through an authentic, loving presence. 

  

Endow (Educating on the Nature and Dignity of Women) is a 
Catholic educational apostolate and small-group program. 
Rooted in the teachings of Pope St. John Paul II, it aims to 
help women discover their God-given dignity, understand the 
"feminine genius", and study the intellectual tradition of the 
Church through peer-led group discussions. 

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Casino Bus Trip  
Seneca Allegany Casino, Salamanca, NY 

Wednesday, October 21st 
Pick-up at: Benedicts Bus Terminal,  

Mansfield CVS Plaza, and Elkland Firehall.  

$65  
(includes $30 Free Play, $10 food, and a tip for the driver) 

Reservations and full payment due by October 1st. 
Contact St. Thomas Parish Office to reserve your spot:  
814-258-5121   or   stthomaselkland@outlook.com 

Hurry! Space is limited. 

mailto:marian-ministries@outlook.com


 

 

Bulletin Advertising 
 

A great way to support our Parish  
& your favorite businesses! 

 

Several spaces are available on the back of our  
bulletin for advertising, prayers, or well-wishes. 

 

$5 / week     or     $20 / month 
 

Consider inviting your favorite businesses! 

Thank you for supporting our advertisers…  
many are our Parishioners! 

respectlife.org/articles 
USCCB guidance regarding: 

 Pregnancy & Motherhood 
 Adoption 
 Down Syndrome 
 Sickness & Death 
 Advance Medical Directives 
 Abortion 
 Assisted Suicide 
 Infertility & Reproductive Technologies (e.g., IVF) 
 Hope, The Gospel of Life, & The Culture of Life 
 Priorities at the Polls 

Week of August 23, 2026  

The Confessions of St. Augustine  |   
Littlest Saints 

A child, a sinner, a saint. Join us as we 
share the story of St. Augustine, tailored 
to our children, as he wrestles with God 
and comes to the faith. 

Feast of Saint Monica  |  Catholic Saints 
Throughout her life, St. Monica constant-
ly prayed for the conversion of Augus-
tine, her beloved son. In a moment of 
desperation, she even asked for the bish-
op's help. In response, he said, "the son 
of those tears surely will not perish." 
Truly, as this bishop remarked, Monica's tearful prayers helped 
build her son into the Doctor of Grace. In this video, join Dr. Gray 
and Dr. Sehorn as they discuss this great Saint.  

Restless Heart  

This film on the life of St. Augustine 
offers a message of conversion and re-
demption. It is the story of a gifted man 
who pursues fame and fortune without a 
moral compass - and the dramatic changes that occur in his soul 
when challenging events lead him to see the light of truth.     

Our parish has a FORMED subscription!   
To set up your free account, visit signup.formed.org  

and use zip code 16933 to search for and select our parish. 

Our Parish Summer Drive Collection 
is for Cemetery Maintenance.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

Wondering what’s going 
on in ministry? Looking for 
opportunities to be more 
involved in your faith?  

Good News Notes con-
tains all the latest news 

from the Diocesan Office for Parish Life, which sup-
ports parishes in the following areas: 

Faith Formation Youth Ministry 
Young Adult Ministry Women’s Ministry 
Hispanic Ministry Parish Renewal 
Stewardship Evangelization 
Family Life      Parish Pastoral Council Development 
& more! 

To subscribe, or to read past newsletters, search “Good 
News Notes Diocese of Scranton” or use the link below. 
“Good News Notes” are packed with information and 
published twice each month and delivered to your inbox.  
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/good-news-notes/ 
 

Marian Ministries will use this  
wonderful Diocesan platform to  
advertise our upcoming events.  

 

Be sure to subscribe! 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful  

and kindle in them the fire of your love.  
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created,  

and you shall renew the face of the earth. 
Let us pray.  

O God, who have taught the hearts of the faithful, 
by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

grant that in the same Spirit we may be truly wise 
and ever rejoice in his consolation. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/good-news-notes/


 

 

ND Tree Service 
• Lawn / Lot cleaning 

• Tree / Bush pruning / removal 
• Stump Grinding  • Logging 

• Tree Trimming 

• Spring Clean-Up (gutters, 
powerwashing) 

5 7 0- 404- 1384  

ALEXANDER BEVERAGE  

Domestics, Imports, Crafts, Ciders,  
Malts, Non-Alcoholic Beer  

Kegs, Cases, 12-packs, 6-packs, Singles  
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!  

570-662-2523 RESPONSIBLY SERVING 
SINCE 2026 133 N. Main St., Mansfield 

The local food 
pantries need 

our donations of  
nonperishable 

items.  
 

Collection bins are in both churches.   
 

Thank you for your support! 

Health Ministry—Available Medical Equipment:  
Basket for walker, Blood pressure monitor, Canes, Crutches, Emesis Basin, 
First Alert System, Foot Bath, Hospital Bed, Hoyer Lift, Ice Therapy Machine, 

Knee Crutch, Knee Scooter, Toilet Chairs, Raised Toilet Seats, Toilet Handles, 
Rising Frame for Chair, Rollator Walker, Shower Bench, Shower Chair, Transfer 

Bench, Transfer Board, Tub Handle, Foldable Transport Ramp, Tubing, Walk-
ers, Walker with Seat, Wash Basin, Wheelchair, Wheelchair Cushion;  

Baby Items: Bath Tub, Booster Seat, Bed Rails, Safety Gate 

Your Ad Here!  

$5 per week 

$20 per month 

Contact the Parish Office 
570-662-3568 // hlychild@ptd.net 

THE CATHOLIC CURRENT  
Bringing Christ to the World  

and the World to Christ.  
Producer & Host  

Fr. Robert McTeigue, S.J.  
Monday-Friday, 5 pm  

thestationofthecross.com/programs/ 
the-catholic-current/ 

A Scoop Back in Time 

10 W Wellsboro St 

Open Daily  

40+ flavors 

Ziggy’s Lawn Care 
Mowing 

Yard Clean-up 

Storm Clean-up 

Leaf Clean-up 

Firewood 

Jamie Zeigler 570-529-4235 
“You grow it, I mow it!” 

Fully licensed  
and insured 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 


