
Holy Child Catholic Church
242 S Main St, Mansfield, PA 16933

Saint Mary of Częstochowa Catholic Church
144 St Marys St, Blossburg, PA 16912

Parish Mission Statement
United with the Pope, we the members of Holy Child 
Parish seek to be a welcoming church, which fosters 
spiritual development and expresses charity by living 
in word and deed the life of Christ. Under the leader- 
ship of the bishop, our goals are to implement effec- 
tive ministries through word, worship, and the sacra- 
ments, to enhance the spiritual growth of our parish 
family, and to encourage, through works of love and 

faith, the unity of the Church.

Sacraments
Baptism---Please call the Parish Office to schedule a 
meeting with the Pastor and to schedule the ceremony.
Reconciliation---Confessions are heard on:
• Saturdays 3:00—3:30 PM at Holy Child Church
• Sundays by request before the 9:00 AM Mass
• First Fridays & First Saturdays, 8:30 AM Holy Hour
• By appointment; please contact the Parish Office

Holy Communion---Those preparing to receive Holy 
Communion for the first time, please call the office.

Matrimony---Couples should contact their Pastor at least 
six months before the planned wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick---for the infirm & homebound. 
Please contact the Parish Office to arrange a visit.

New Parishioners---Welcome to Holy Child Parish! New 
parishioners are asked to register by contacting the Par- 
ish Office. Registration is required for our religious edu- 
cation programs and for the Sacraments of Baptism, First 
Reconciliation, Confirmation, and Matrimony.

Parish Office
Mon, Tue, Fri   9:30am - 2:30pm 

237 S Main St, Mansfield, PA 16933 
570-662-3568

hlychild@ptd.net
holychildparish.com

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
First Fridays & First Saturdays, during the Holy Hour

Devotional Prayers
Monday 12:00 PM Saint Mary’s  The Angelus
Monday after Mass Saint Mary’s  Miraculous Medal
Tuesday 12:00 PM Saint Mary’s  The Angelus
Tuesday after Mass Saint Mary’s  Saint Jude
Thursday  6:00 PM Holy Child  The Angelus

Parish Contacts
Financial Secretary: Regina Bonneville
Secretaries: Cara Clementi, Denise Grishka
Director of Religious Education: Christine King
Good Samaritans: Florence Metarko, Leona Ruberto
Health Ministry Medical Equipment Loaning: 570-404-9303 
Knights of Columbus: Scott DiMarco
Ladies Guild: Patty Hutcheson, Heather Morgan

29th Sunday
In Ordinary Time

October 18, 2026

Reverend Philip Rayappan
Pastor

Regular Schedule of Masses*
Saturday 4:00 PM Holy Child
Sunday 9:00 AM Saint Mary's
Sunday 11:15 AM Holy Child
Monday 12:10 PM Saint Mary's
Tuesday 12:10 PM Saint Mary's

Wednesday 8:30 AM Holy Child
Thursday 6:00 PM Holy Child

Friday 8:30 AM Holy Child
*subject to change; please see page two for current week



Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV
underwent surgery on October 13th and was

diagnosed with lung cancer. Let us pray for him.

Judi Bonk-Guy, Ann Clark, Brian Earley, 
Richard Faber, Catherine Gallagher, Ann King, 

Patrick Lindquist, Tony Lupkowski, Tom MacBlane, 
Joyce & Jim Maloney, Duane Morgan, 

Christopher Mortensen, Terri Nash, Matt Neclerio, 
Richard Niemczyk, Mike Scotto, Lori Sherant, 

Yolanda Tacka, Jack Watson, Samantha Wilcox, 
Patricia Wright

To add someone's name, please contact the Parish Office. 

Prayer Chain... New Prayer Warriors Wanted!
contact Maryjane (seifriedmaryjane@gmail.com; 570-549-7550).

Parish Offerings for October 5-11. Thank you!
Sunday envelopes: $3,108.12 Loose: $854.00 

Dues: $10.00 Fuel: $30.00 Religious Education: 
$5.00 Candles: $63.00 TOTAL: $4,070.12 

Cemeteries: $1,380.00
Diocesan--Care & Education of Priests: $20.00

Diocese of Scranton Catholic Ministries Appeal
Our Goal: $29,618  To-Date: $16,032

2026-2027    AnnualAppeal.org   Thank you!

We hope you'll consider a gift to our Parish in your will or 
living trust - a charitable bequest. All that is needed are a few 
sentences. Share this sample language with your estate planner:

“I, [name], of [city, state, zip], give, devise, and 
bequeath to Holy Child Parish, Mansfield, PA [dollar 
amount or percentage of the estate or description 
of property] for its unrestricted use and purpose.”



October: A Month of the Holy 
Rosary and Our Blessed Mother
As we enter the second week of October, we continue 
to celebrate this beautiful month dedicated in a 
special way to our Blessed Mother and the Holy 
Rosary. What a blessing it has been to come together 
faithfully in prayer and to experience how the Rosary 
gently draws our hearts closer to God. Through Mary, 
we are led more deeply into the life, love, and mercy 
of her Son, Jesus.

As a parish family, let us continue to place our 
community, our families, and our future into the 
loving hands of our Blessed Mother. May God shower 
His blessings upon us with good health, unity, peace, 
strong families, and every grace that we need. May 
our homes become places where faith is lived, shared, 
and passed on to the next generation.

We are blessed to be a country parish, surrounded by 
the richness of God's creation. Just as the soil is 
prepared to receive the seed and bring forth new life, 
may our hearts and our community be fertile soil for 
God's Word. Let us use this opportunity to cultivate a 
parish rich in faith, prayer, spiritual growth, love, 
and service.

In a world filled with many distractions and dangers, 
let us especially pray for our children and young 
people. May the Blessed Mother protect them, guide 
their choices, strengthen their faith, and keep them 
close to Jesus. May they grow up knowing that God is 
not simply part of our Sunday lives, but that God is 
needed in every walk of life—in our homes, our 
families, our work, our joys, our struggles, and our 
decisions.

May our devotion to Mary never stop with the Rosary 
we pray, but become a way of life that leads us to 
Christ. Through her intercession, may our parish 
become a community where faith is alive, families are 
strengthened, neighbors care for one another, and 
every generation discovers the joy of walking with 
God.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for our parish, our 
families, our children, and our future generations. 
Lead us always closer to your Son, Jesus. Amen.

Let us continue to pray the Rosary faithfully and allow 
God to make our parish a place where His love takes 
deep root and bears abundant fruit.

Spiritual Growth Suggestion: 
15 Minutes with Jesus Every Day
Encounter Jesus Personally
Christianity is more than participation in parish 
activities—it is a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Our faith grows when we make 
space each day to meet the Lord, listen to His 
Word, and invite Him into the ordinary moments 
of our lives.
Consider developing a simple daily rhythm of prayer:
�� Morning: Begin your day by saying,

“Jesus, I give You this day.”
�� Scripture: Spend 10–15 minutes with the 

Gospel of the day. Read slowly, listen, and 
ask: “Jesus, what are You saying to me today?”

�� Silence: Take 5 quiet minutes simply 
resting in God's presence. No need for many 
words—just be with Him.

�� During the Day: Turn your heart toward 
Jesus through brief prayers such as,
“Jesus, I trust in You.”
“Jesus, stay with me.”

�� Evening: End the day by looking back with 
gratitude, repentance, and surrender. 
Thank Jesus for His blessings, ask 
forgiveness for your failures, and place 
tomorrow in His hands.

The Goal
The goal is not to add more religious activities 
to our busy lives. The goal is to develop a daily 
habit of encountering the Lord and discovering 
that Jesus is present with us in the ordinary 
rhythm of life.

15 Minutes with Jesus Every Day
A simple invitation to know Jesus, love Jesus, 

and walk with Jesus each day.

Prayer for Pope Leo XIV
Let us keep Pope Leo XIV in our prayers as he 
recovers from lung surgery. May the Lord grant 
him strength, healing, and a swift recovery. May 
the Holy Spirit continue to guide him with wisdom 
and courage as he shepherds the Church. 
Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, may God surround him with peace, comfort, 
and renewed health. Amen.



Celebrate Pro-Life Ministry
In October, we honor Our Lady, 
the Rosary, and respect for life. 

Next Sunday October 25th,
our Rosary before Mass will be 
offered for the respect for life from 

conception to natural death. 
Following 11:15 Mass, please join our Parish 

Health Ministry in Holy Child Hall for coffee, tea, 
and a light lunch to celebrate our pro-life ministry. 

We hope to see you there!

SHINE
6th Annual 
Fundraiser 
Banquet

Guest Speaker - Bryce Asberg
Executive Director

Helping Hands Pregnancy Resource Center, Hillsdale, MI
Saturday, October 24th, 2026 at 5:00 PM
New Covenant, 310 Extension St, Mansfield
Details & Reservations--CALL 570-404-8308

or email heartoftioga@gmail.com

Scam Alert
If you receive a text message, email, or phone call from 
an unknown number or address claiming to be Father 

Philip, possibly asking for help…please disregard.
If Father needsyou, he will speak with you directly.

Please remember...
The Blessed Sacrament is reserved in the Tabernacle.

Thank you for helping to maintain:



Mark Your Calendar
Oct 17,18  Second Collection: World Mission Sunday 
Oct 25 Pro-Life Reception, Holy Child Hall, after 11:15 Mass
Nov 1 Knights of Columbus, 6:30 pm, Holy Child Hall
Nov 6 First Friday Holy Hour (8:30a), Mass (9:30a), Holy Child
Nov 7 First Saturday Holy Hour (8:30a), Mass (9:30a), St. Mary’s
Nov 7,8  Second Collection: Care & Education of Priests
Nov 10  Ladies Guild, 6:00 pm, Holy Child Hall 
Nov 11 Health Ministry Meeting, 10 AM, Holy Child Hall
Nov 14  Marian Ministries' Paint & Pray, 10-2, Holy Child Hall

Week of October 18, 2026

St. Luke | Catholic Saints
Known as the beloved physician and 
faithful friend of St. Paul, St. Luke is a 
crucial figure for the Church’s 
knowledge of Christ’s earthly ministry 
and the early Church. Join Drs. Akers 
and Kemp as they explore the life and legacy of the author of the 
Gospel according to Luke and the Acts of the Apostles.

Pope John Paul II
Starring Jon Voight and Cary Elwes, 
this epic film follows Karol Wojtyla's 
journey from his youth in Poland 
through his late days on the Chair 
of St. Peter.
 Slaves and Kings
Following the life of St. Anthony Mary 
Clare—Archbishop, writer, publisher, 
social reformer, and confessor to the 
Queen of Spain—this film tells the 
compelling story of one of Spain's 
most popular preachers and founder 
of the Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Our parish has a FORMED subscription!
To set up your free account, visit signup.formed.org

and use zip code 16933 to search for and select our parish.

Pray the Rosary Every Day

EXPLORE NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADES 7–12 OPEN HOUSE

It may seem early to be thinking about next school 
year but now is a great time to explore your options.
Notre Dame High School, Grades 7–12, invites 
prospective students and their families to an Open 
House on Wednesday, November 4, from 6:00–7:00 
p.m. Please note, check-in for the evening begins at 
5:45 pm.  Come discover what makes Notre Dame a 
special place to learn and grow, with opportunities in 
academics, athletics, the arts, and a wide variety of 
extracurricular activities. Meet our faculty, 
administration, and students, tour the campus, and 
learn more about our welcoming community and 
college-preparatory education rooted in the traditions of 
the Sisters of Mercy. RSVP at https://tinyurl.com/
NDHSFallOpenHouse26. Notre Dame is located at 
1400 Maple Avenue in Elmira. Questions? Contact Nick 
Weiermiller, Director of Admissions, at 607-734-2267.

https://tinyurl.com/NDHSFallOpenHouse26
https://tinyurl.com/NDHSFallOpenHouse26
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1400+Maple+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g


Marian Ministries

ENDOW Reflections on Pope St. John Paul II's Letter to Women 

Chapter 5: The Feminine Genius

“A good man comes together with a good woman, and together they become great. They bring out the 
best in each other, strengthen each other, sharpen each other. They complement each other, achieving 
tougher what they can’t achieve apart. Like a good steak and fine Burgundy wine: each is their own 
wonderful, whole, individual thing, complete in itself … but better together.” (Endow; CCC, 372)

God created marriage as a sign of the Trinity. What are some of the attitudes spouses can struggle with that 
prevent married love from giving the witness God intended it to give? 

“When a man and woman celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony, God as it were ‘is mirrored’’ in them. 
He impresses in them His own features and the indelible character of His love. Marriage is the icon of 
God’s love for us.” (Pope Francis)

For Communion or a Pastoral 
visit, please contact the Parish 
Office (570-662-3568).

Would you or someone you know enjoy a friendly visit, 
a partner to play cards or games with,

someone to read to them, or simply keep them company?
As a Parish Ministry, Mary Hohman (717-203-9090) visits 
local residences & care homes, to spend time with people 

who seek company. To arrange, please call Mary.

Pro-Life Resources
Natural Family Planning (NFP)
dioceseofscranton.org/parish-

life/community/marriage/natural-family-planning/
Heart of Tioga Crisis Pregnancy Center: 570-948-2020

Abortion Pill Reversal 24/7 Hotline: 1-877-558-0333
Project Rachel Helpline: help after abortion; 888-456-HOPE

heartbeatinternational.org/worldwide-directory 
gabrielproject.org    elizabethministry.org    respectlife.org 

usccb.org/prolife/diocesan-pro-life-offices
~carry me in your wal let  to share as needed~ 

“The family that prays together, stays together.”



Paint & Pray:
“The Light of Christ”

Saturday
Nov. 14th 

Holy Child Hall
10 am-2 pm   
Cost: $35.00

One of Marian Ministriesʼ 
most popular events. 
Registration closes at 20 
participants, so reserve your 
seat soon. A $35 donation 
includes all painting materials 
and a catered lunch. 

Deadline to Register: Nov. 5th

The quickest, easiest way to 
register is through Zeffy using 
the QR code, above, or:

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/
donation-form/paint-and-
pray-the-light-of-christ

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual 
abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse 
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the 
Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the matter to 
law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of 
the Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been 
subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual abuse, the matter will be 
reported to law enforcement. 
It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. In 
accordance with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective 
Services Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also be made 
immediately by phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-
932-0313 or electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis .  To this end, the 
Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon 
Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People, which includes supporting victims of sexual abuse 
in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, information 
regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to 
the Victim Assistance Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551. 
Additional Safe Environment Compliance information may be found at https://

www.dioceseofscranton.org/child-protection-victim-assistance/.

Aviso Respecto Reporte de Abuso Sexual de un Menor de Edad
Es política de la Diócesis de Scranton informar cualquier alegación de abuso sexual 
de un menor a las autoridades. Si usted es víctima de abuso sexual cometido por 
un sacerdote, diácono, religioso o empleado laico o voluntario de la Diócesis de 
Scranton, se le anima a denunciar el asunto de inmediato a la policía. Si algún 
sacerdote, diácono, religioso, empleado laico o voluntario de la Diócesis de 
Scranton tiene motivos o razones para sospechar que un menor ha sido objeto de 
cualquier forma de abuso, incluido el abuso sexual infantil, se informará el asunto a 
las autoridades.
También es política de la Diócesis adherirse a todos los reglamentos civiles y 
estatales. De acuerdo con las Leyes de Servicios de Protección Infantil del estado 
de Pensilvania, los informes de sospecha de abuso infantil también deben 
realizarse de inmediato por teléfono a la línea directa de abuso infantil las 24 horas 
(ChildLine) al 1-800-932-0313 o electrónicamente en www.compass.state.
pa.us/cwis . Con este fin, la Diócesis está igualmente comprometida a adherirse a 
las normas del Código de Derecho Canónico y a defender los principios del 
Documento para la Protección de Niños y Jóvenes de la USCCB, que incluye 
apoyar a las víctimas de abuso sexual en su búsqueda de bienestar emocional y 
bienestar espiritual. Como tal, la información sobre una acusación de abuso sexual 
de un menor también debe informarse a la Coordinadora de Asistencia 
para Víctimas, Mary Beth Pacuska, al 570-862-7551.  Información adicional de 
reporte e información sobre el cumplimiento de Ambientes Seguros se puede 
encontrar en https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/child-protection-victim-assistance/.

Otherwise, text or call Linda (570-404-2180) or Laurie (703-470-2975) to 
register. Make checks payable to “St. Peter s̓ Church” (with Marian Ministries 
on the Memo line). Drop them in the collection basket at Holy Child or St. 
Peter s̓, or mail to: St. Peter s̓ Church, 38 Central Ave, Wellsboro, PA 16901.

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/paint-and-pray-the-light-of-christ
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/paint-and-pray-the-light-of-christ
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/paint-and-pray-the-light-of-christ
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.compass.state.pa.us%2Fcwis&data=04%7C01%7C%7C503adfb431054b18cdac08d9a47381ec%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637721638268613637%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WzdTMYBvqATqbsie6h7NDsIucApSUAB8VDTm12Gyngg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/child-protection-victim-assistance/
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/child-protection-victim-assistance/
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/child-protection-victim-assistance/


ND Tree Service
• Lawn / Lot cleaning
• Tree / Bush pruning/removal
• Stump Grinding • Logging
• Tree Trimming
• Spring Clean-Up (gutters, 

powerwashing)
570-404-1384

ALEXANDER BEVERAGE
Domes�cs, Imports, Cra�s, Ciders, 

Malts, Non-Alcoholic Beer
Kegs, Cases, 12-packs, 6-packs, Singles 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
570-662-2523 RESPONSIBLY SERVING 
SINCE 2026 133 N. Main St., Mansfield

The local food 
pantries need  
donations of 

nonperishable 
items.

Collection bins are in both churches. 
Thank you for your support!

Health Ministry—Available Medical Equipment:
Basket for walker, Blood pressure monitor, Canes, Crutches, Emesis Basin, 
First Alert System, Foot Bath, Hospital Bed, Hoyer Lift, Ice Therapy Machine, 
Knee Crutch, Knee Scooter, Toilet Chairs, Raised Toilet Seats, Toilet Handles, 
Rising Frame for Chair, Rollator Walker, Shower Bench, Shower Chair, Transfer 
Bench, Transfer Board, Tub Handle, Foldable Transport Ramp, Tubing, Walk- 

ers, Walker with Seat, Wash Basin, Wheelchair, Wheelchair Cushion;
Baby Items: Bath Tub, Booster Seat, Bed Rails, Safety Gate

Your Ad Here!
$5 per week

$20 per month
Contact the Parish Office

570-662-3568 // hlychild@ptd.net

THE CATHOLIC CURRENT
Bringing Christ to the World

and the World to Christ.
Producer & Host

Fr. Robert McTeigue, S.J. 
Monday-Friday, 5 pm

thestationofthecross.com/programs/ 
the-catholic-current/

A Scoop Back in Time

10 W Wellsboro St

Open Daily

40+ flavors

Ziggy’s Lawn Care
Mowing

Yard Clean-up
Storm Clean-up
Leaf Clean-up

Firewood
Jamie Zeigler 570-529-4235 

“You grow it, I mow it!”

Fully licensed 
and insured


