
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes - APPROVED
Wednesday Aug 12, 2026
Agenda

Present - Bernie Bowhuis, Mary Lou Hall, Tom Healy, Jim Hulst, Lisa O’Connell, John Pitsch, Dorothy Rabourn, Elaine VanderBaan
Absent - Francisco Henriquez
Recording: Lauren Wedge (Bernie trying out transcription app on his phone) 
Meeting Finished at 8:25

Opening Prayer 
Holy Spirit Prayer (Group) and 
Lectio Divina - Scripture Meditation 8-10 minutes. John 15: 4-11 read by Elaine VanderBaan
Reference:  Parish Pastoral Council Formation Sessions, Tammy Graves, Feb. 11, 2026.

Father Victor Agenda Items
No additions requested. 

Approve Previous Meeting Minutes  - July 8 , 2026 
No corrections 
Lisa O’Connell set motion to approve. Jim Hulst 2nd - Motion carried. 

Action Items
Name tags  
Yes/No
Bernie thinks no - facilitator and ushers are good to have them because they need to be singled out but perhaps during mass is not the time to be singled out and feels like it may make a feeling of being elevated 
Elaine thinks yes but not necessary to have their name on it so then others can use it in the future. 
Jim thinks it could be good because then people could talk to you before mass (he suggested a compromise - maybe take it off as you enter the sanctuary so then it can be more reverent) 
Dorothy likes it so then it can help with names and maybe people will think how they could have someone to talk to. She would rather people talk to her while she’s at church than if they were to call her at home throughout the week. She doesn’t think it’s prideful it’s just a matter of fact. 
Tom has no strong bias either way magnets are problematic would rather have a clip. Additional thought - The whole point of lay ministry is that you are coming from the congregation so from that perspective he agrees with Bernie. But also sees Jim’s point and wants to be able to address people if needed. 
John agrees about the magnet. He said he could go either way about wearing them but also thinks it’s good to wear so people know who the Pastoral Council. 
Lisa thinks there should be name tags with names and would wear throughout. 
Father could go either way. He thinks that it is good to identify if someone holds a role, it is easier to be able to approach them. If we have big events (Parish Festival for example) then people can approach you. Our contact information is in the bulletin but this would be good for after mass during donuts. 
Mary Lou summarized that we should get name tags with names on them. 
Lisa agreed to take on the role of working with Chris and getting them ordered. Father suggested that we should have a particular color. Another suggestion was a lanyard. It was agreed that each member could select their preference of name tag (clip vs magnet etc.) 
Names or no names (Examples)
Names were agreed to be printed on the name tage 
Wear at Mass and Events or just Mass (Consensus)
Definitely wear it at events. It was agreed that wearing before and after mass. It was left up to the Council member if they wanted to take it off upon entering the sanctuary. 

Pastoral Council Website and Flocknote Communication
Format for Pastoral Council Website communication.
Link to Minutes or Summary (Consensus) 
Tom thinks we should post the minutes (not the summary) - Everyone was in agreement. 
Minutes or Summary will be linked to Flocknote the Friday after Minutes are approved
Agreed 
Initially, Link will be in Flocknote each Friday
Tom thinks that we should also post the agenda. If people want to attend meetings, then they should be able to see what is being discussed. Agreed by all. 
Reference:  Tammy Graves email dated March 27, 2026, and Diocesan Handbook of Guidelines for Pastoral and Finance Councils, pg. 23, Section e.

Report Items
Closed Captioning in real time to facilitate communication of homilies
Tom Healy update - Father believes that in the church devices that are broadcasting take away from the sanctity of the mass. Tom and Fr tested voice to text and it was good up to about 5 feet, but after that it was difficult to pick up. 
eCatholic LIVE and any other information - If/when we are live-streaming during 11:00 mass then there is closed captioning so if a person wants then they can revisit the homily. But this is a tiered system that we’re not sure that we would be eligible for (as far as costs and add ons). 
Father said that in all of his travels he doesn’t know of any people that stream the live mass while they are sitting in mass. He does not want people doing this on their phones. 
Bernie Bowhuis update 
live closed captioning for church services and church translation links (Zocks App) 
Pulled up eCatholic website
One accord (name of an app) $150 a month 
Aberdeen broadcast services (didn’t have pricing) 
There are several options geared toward church cervices. He said he didn’t feel like he was in the position to ask for demos or pricing but that there are options out there. Brought up that if we are closed circuit vs live-streaming making sure that we are not forcing any group of people that HAVE to use the closed circuit tvs (ie. families with small children)
Francisco Henriquez update - was not present to give update 
Microsoft Teams
Dorothy brought up posting on YouTube with free closed captions. 
Mary Lou summarized by saying that perhaps if certain people are struggling then we can pursue an option but we don’t have a great solution at this time. 

Electronic Bulletin Boards
Bernie Bolhuis update - there is a site that can be used 
Firestick and Roku can be used to plug in if they are not smart tvs. We don’t want to leave a computer plugged in. 
Are they kept off because of fellowship instead scrolling information? 
Father mentioned that at his former church it was used during after mass times with no sound with pictures, they had the 
Ultimately this was tabled for future discussion
Safety and Security Update
Jim Hulst and John Pitch update - They are having another meeting this Monday. Working on the manual - St Pius has one that we are basing ours on. There should be people other than ushers that are responsible for security. Hoping to present final draft to Pastoral Council during September or October meeting. Currently do not have a chair person of the committee. 

Follow-up on Open items and New Comments
New Comments
Any feedback from Our Lady of Fatima event?
Dorothy enjoyed it and thought it was beautiful 
Fr said there was more than 200 people - they thought there were going to be 50/60 - he was asked to travel with the statue and said that his assignments are given by the bishop
Bernie said it was very nice 
Any feedback from First Saturday Masses?
Fr said they are going well - attendance is “good” 
Other Parish Input in any area
Dorothy was wondering if there was a way to change the angle of the ambo for specific lectors. 

Review Calendar
Leadership Get Together-Sunday, October 4, at 6:00 pm at HRP

Topics for Future Meetings
Group picture for the PC Website
Items A-E in our Pastoral Council Charter
Conduct a SWOT Analysis
Parish Survey
Recommend goals and objectives for the Parish
Short-term goals 
Long-term goals

 Closing Prayer: The Prayer to St. Michael

Next Meeting is Wednesday, Sept. 9th, in the Fireplace room after the 6:30 pm Mass.

