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(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 

Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 

Office phone:  (570) 673-5253   E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com        

website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through 
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are 
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please 
contact the parish office if you wish to 

receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
by appointment. All parents must attend a 
baptismal preparation meeting prior to the 
Baptism. Please call the office to sched-

ule dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest should 
precede all other wedding plans.  Couples 
contemplating matrimony should contact 
the  parish office six months to a year be-

fore the celebration of the sacrament. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s 
Church  following 5:30 pm Mass,  

Benediction at 7:00 pm 
First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass 

until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on First 

Friday, please contact the Parish Office 
and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2024/25) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 
Sunday - 8:15 am - 9:15 am,  

St. Michael Church hall  
 

Pastoral Council 

David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo,  

Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  

Sarah Watson - youth representative 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John 

and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ 

passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We 

joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the 

Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by 

the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out 

this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 
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Fill the Freezer Meat Bundle Raffle 
Tickets are $10/each 

Tickets are available after all weekend Masses, from any 
Parish Pastoral Council member, or at the parish office  

during office hours - (570) 673-5253. 
Drawing will be held during the  

Harvest Supper in St Michael’s Hall  
on Wednesday, October 23rd.   

You need not be present to win. 
Please turn in all tickets by Sunday, October 20th! 

Details of all three prizes can be found  
on the parish website at:   

https://stmichaelscanton.com/news/fill-the-freezer-raffle/ 
All prizes are from Leona Meat Plant  
and will be frozen and ready to go! 
1961 Leona Rd, Troy, PA 16947 

Local:  (570) 297-3574  -  or Toll Free:  (800) 416-3968   
website:  leonameatplant.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/leonameats/ 
(County of Bradford Small Games of Chance License #4122) 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
September 30 - October 5, 2024 

Weekly Offerings:  2,623.00 
Electronic Offerings:  1,330.00 
Pie Sales: 1,220.00 
Other Parish Income:   500.00 

Total Parish Income:        5,673.00 
Average weekly expenses:   4,124.61 

Difference:    1,548.39 

St. Vincent DePaul offerings: 26.00 
Care & Education of Priests: 585.65 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John & Peggy Adams, Karl Barton,  

Cassi Blaney, Joseph Blasz, Gus Branish, Joy Brann, 
Betty Brown, Dennis & Barbara Clarke, Kiran Dhawan,  

Dorland & Carlene Eck, Leon English, Ben Flood, 
Douglas Greene, Melissa Gowan, William Hall,  

Robert Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones, 
David Kule, Jo Kule, Bob Lutz, Joyce Maloney,  

Tom McBlane, Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore,  
Orlando Moralez, Delina Morgan, Mary Nybeck, Pame-

la Porter O’Brien, Leo Parchesky, Ramona Parker,  
Gary Paquette, Lori Pellegrini, Pat Rushin,  

Cristy Schmelzle, Anthony Shipula, Sharon Snyder,  
Elias Vroman, Calvin Watson, Steven Wilber,  

John Wilcox, Anthony Wolf, Donna Wolf,  
Nicholas Wolf 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week for those nearing the end of life to re-
ceive care that respects their dignity and protects 
their lives.. 

From Father Joe’s Desk 

Interested in becoming Catholic,  
or refreshing your memory?  

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
(RCIA) is the way for non-Catholics to enter 
the Roman Catholic Church and for Catholics who have 
not been fully initiated to receive Holy Communion and/
or Confirmation.  We are currently in the 4 - 6 weeks 
long Inquiry Period.  The next meeting will be on Mon-
day, October 14th at 7 pm in the rectory.  For more in-
formation or to register, call Father Joe at 570-673-5253.  

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, October 12                                       Weekday  
Vigil:  28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm, Canton † Pro Populo 

Sunday, October 13   28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 am, Ralston † John Orr (Arthur & Mona Hamm) 
9:30 am, Canton - For the special intentions of  

George & Theresa Kingsley (John & Pat Rushin) 
11:15 am, Troy † Deceased members of Knights of  

Columbus Council #5517 (K of C Council #5517) 

Monday, October 14                                        Weekday  
7:00 am, Rectory † Rita Chamberlain  

(Martha & Tom Jessup)  

Tuesday, October 15        Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin,  
No Mass                                         Doctor of the Church 

Wednesday, October 16                                   Weekday 
5:30 pm, Canton † Lois Rook (Jeff & Beth Cole)  
6:00 pm, Holy Hour  

Thursday, October 17            Saint Ignatius of Antioch,  
No Mass                                                    Bishop, Martyr 

Friday, October 18                 Saint Luke, Evangelist 
7:00 am, Rectory † Hazel Dalton (Bob & Carol Dalton) 

Saturday, October 19     Ss John de Brébeuf and Isaaac  
Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs 

Vigil:  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 pm, Canton † Rich Stankiewicz  

(Arthur & Mona Hamm) 

Sunday, October 20   29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Eugene & Mary McMahon 

(Mike & Jean Herman) 
11:15 am, Troy † Charles Capaldi, Sr. (Jayne Cleveland) 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the  
success of our fruit pie sale!  After expenses,  

$1,025.00 was raised for the parish. 

NEXT WEEKEND we will celebrate World Mis-
sion Sunday.  Pope Francis invites the entire Church to 
support mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific Is-
lands, and parts of Latin America and Europe, where 
priests, religious and lay leaders serve the world’s most 
vulnerable communities.  Please keep the Pope’s mis-
sions in your prayers and be generous in next week’s 
collection for the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   

As we approach the upcoming election, I am writing to share a valuable resource that will 
aid people in making informed decisions as faithful citizens. 

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference has released its Voter Guide for the upcoming elec-
tion, detailing the positions of presidential candidates on several key issues that align with our 
Catholic values.  A statewide voter guide is also included, but as you will see, there was diffi-
culty in getting candidates to respond to questionnaires. 

In its document, “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops emphasizes the moral obligation we have to participate in the 
democratic process.  It reminds us, as Catholics, we are called to engage in the political pro-
cess, not only as citizens, but as stewards of God’s creation. 

Participating in elections is not merely a right; it is a duty that stems from our commitment to the common good.   
I encourage all people to register to vote and participate in the political process. 

While clergy help form the laity in accordance with basic principles, they do not tell people to vote for particular 
candidates.  As stated in Faithful Citizenship, it is the laity’s responsibility to form their consciences and “grow in the 
virtue of prudence to approach the many and varied issues of the day with the mind of Christ,” recognizing that our 
choices can significantly affect the lives of the vulnerable and marginalized in our communities. 

Therefore, I encourage all people to reflect on the issues, assess each candidates’ positions and pray for guidance 
and wisdom in making decisions. 

For your reference, the attached Pennsylvania Catholic Conference Voter Guides are the only authorized materials 
that can be reproduced or distributed on parish property in the Diocese of Scranton.  Pastors may distribute the Voter 
Guides on any weekend in October that works best in your community.  The Voter Guides are also currently available 
on the Diocese of Scranton website at dioceseofscranton.org and will be printed in the October 17th edition of The 
Catholic Light. 

May God bless our nation with true wisdom and peace, and we pray that the Holy Spirit will guide our electoral 
process in the weeks ahead! 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

†Joseph C. Bambera 
Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D, J.C.L. 
Bishop of Scranton 

Prayer Before an Election 

Lord God, as the election approaches, we seek to bet-
ter understand the issues and concerns that confront our 
state and country, and how the Gospel compels us to re-
spond as faithful citizens in our community.   

We ask for eyes that are free from blindness so that 
we might see each other as brothers and sisters, one and 
equal in dignity, especially those who are victims of 
abuse and violence, deceit and poverty.  We ask for ears 
that will hear the cries of children unborn and those 
abandoned, men and women oppressed because of race 

or creed, religion or gender.  We ask for minds and 
hearts that are open to hearing the voice of leaders who 
will bring us closer to your Kingdom.   

We pray for discernment so that we may choose 
leaders who hear your Word, live your love, and keep in 
the ways of your truth as they follow in the steps of Jesus 
and his Apostles and guide us to your Kingdom of jus-
tice and peace.   

We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.    

Credit: USCCB 
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School Supplies Drive 

Knights of Columbus Council #5517 is 
collecting school supplies for our local  
schools.  Donations will be collected until  
October 21st.  Suggested supplies are can be found on 
the parish website at:  https://stmichaelscanton.com/
news/school-supplies-drive/ 

Knights of Columbus thank you for this important 
community service.  We are grateful for the support of 
our fellow parishioners. 

  Week of October 13, 2024 

Luke and the Eucharist 

Join Dr. Tim Gray and Dr. 
John Sehorn as they dive into the 
joy of the Eucharist as found in 
the Gospel of St. Luke the Evan-
gelist.  

Persecution and Defense | The Early Christians 

Episode 3  

Christians are attacked by the 
imperial authorities, by the public 
opinion through slander, and by 
pagan intellectuals.  How did they 
react?  Not with violence, but by 
conquering minds and hearts.  This was achieved mainly 
by the shining figures of the Apostolic Fathers, building 
stones of the Christian tradition.  Special focus on the 
danger of Gnosticism, and the Apocryphal writings.  
Who were the Apologist Fathers?  How was their dia-
logue with the pagan culture?  

Saint Teresa of Ávila: A Study in Perseverance  

Both St. John of the Cross and 
his dear friend St. Teresa of Avila 
lived heroic lives of prayer. In 
honor of these spiritual masters, 
enjoy this film depicting the Car-
melite way of life and the virtue of perseverance.  

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup.   
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.   

Pope Francis’s October Prayer Intention 
For a shared mission 

We pray that the Church continue to sus-
tain in all ways a Synodal lifestyle, as a 
sign of co-responsibility, promoting the 
participation, the communion and the 
mission shared among priests, religious 
and lay people.  

October 14 - 20, 2024 Readings 

Mon:  Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1  Ps 113:1-7   
Lk 11:29-32 

Tues:  Gal 5:1-6  Ps 119:41, 43-45, 47-48  Lk 11:37-41  

Wed:  Gal 5:18-25  Ps 1:1-4, 6  Lk 11:42-46 

Thurs:  Eph 1:1-10  Ps 98:1-6  Lk 11:47-54 

Fri:  2 Tm 4:10-17b  Ps 145:10-13b, 17-18  Lk 10:1-9 

Sat:  Eph 1:15-23  Ps 8:2-7  Lk 12:8-12 

Sun:  Is 53:10-11  Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22  Heb 4:14-16 
Mk 10:35-45 

As of September 28th, we are at 18% of our $19,238 
parish goal.  $3,465 has been donated or pledged.   
Thank you to everyone who has contributed thus far, 
both financially and with your prayers. 
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ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810 
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 

13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 
209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 
(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 

WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

 
 

1090 WEST MAIN ST.  
TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 1:00 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

WOLF’S VALLEY MART 
Route 14, Ralston, PA 

(570) 995-5225 
Open 7 Days  

ATM - Groceries - Tobacco 
Your Hometown Country Store 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 
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