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ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint 

John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus 
Christ passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bish-
op.  We joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real pres-
ence in the Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope 
and charity by the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our inten-
tion to carry out this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ 
in the world.” 

 
 
 

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Office phone:  (570) 673-5253    

E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com    
website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Office Hours:  Monday & Wednesday 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursday 8 am - 1 pm 

Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through 
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are 
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please 
contact the parish office if you wish to 

receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
by appointment. All parents must attend a 
baptismal preparation meeting prior to the 
Baptism. Please call the office to schedule 

dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest should 
precede all other wedding plans.  Couples 
contemplating matrimony should contact 
the  parish office six months to a year be-

fore the celebration of the sacrament. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s 
Church  following 5:30 pm Mass,  

Benediction at 7:00 pm 
First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass 

until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on First 

Friday, please contact the Parish Office 
and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2024/25) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 
Sunday - 8:15 am - 9:15 am,  

St. Michael Church hall  

Pastoral Council:  David Brann, Leslie Debach, Ray Harrington 
Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  

Sarah Watson - youth representative 
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They gave their lives in service— now they need 
your help.  For decades, women and men religious have 
cared for others, teaching, praying, and serving those in 
need.  Many now face retirement without sufficient sav-
ings.  Your support ensures they receive the care they 
deserve.  Let us now offer them the dignity they have so 
selflessly granted to others.  Your generosity today is not 
just a donation—it’s a way of thanking them for their 
lifelong service.  Please give to the Retirement Fund for 
Religious.   

Envelopes are by the bulletins.  Be sure to write your 
name or family number on the envelope to ensure your 
offering is included on your Contribution Statement. 

A Communal Rosary is prayed at 9:30 am on 
Thursdays in St. Michael’s Church.   

All are invited to participate. 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches 
burn for all victims of human trafficking to find 
hope and healing in the Lord who proclaims lib-
erty to captives and release to prisoners. 

Sanctuary lamp intentions may be  
requested by contacting the parish office.   

The cost is $10 for all three lamps for a weekend. 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
December 1 - 6, 2025 

Weekly Offerings:       2,295.00 
Electronic Offerings:   525.00 
Immaculate Conception: 424.00 
Other Parish Income:      442.50 

Total Parish Income:         3,686.50 
Average weekly expenses:   4,868.51 

Difference:    (1,182.01) 

Care & Education of Priests: 497.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 

Barby, John & Peggy Adams, Roberta Arnold,  
Karl Barton, John Bilbrey, Cassi Blaney, Joseph Blasz, 
Mary Blasz, Gus Branish, Betty Brown, Dennis Clarke, 

Ezra Cole,  Grace Cott, Anthony DeMarco,  
Kiran Dhawan, Philip Doud, Dorland & Carlene Eck, 

Colleen Eklund, Leon English, Wayne Ettinger,  
Misty Frame, Theresa Gentile, Douglas Greene,  

Melissa Gowan, William Hall, Barb Hinman,  
Maryllis Hughes, Victoria Johnson, Emily Jones,  

Lauren Kreager, David Kule, Jo Kule, Judy Lepper,  
Bob Lutz, Joyce Maloney, David Martinez,  

Tom McBlane, Ed “Buster” Merritt, Delina Morgan, 
Charlotte Morse, Mary Nybeck, Pamela Porter O’Brien, 

John O’Brien, Leo Parchesky, Ramona Parker,  
Gary Paquette, Lori Pellegrini, Olivia Perrotto,  

Giselle Phillips, Brittany Romaine, Elizabeth Ross,  
Joan Ross, Roger Rossi, Pat Rushin, Cristy Schmelzle, 
Marilyn Scott, Ahmed Hassa Sharief, Anthony Shipula, 

Christine Shipula, Bev Smith, Elaine Strange,  
Wayne Strange, Alyssa Van Zile, Elias Vroman,  

Steven Wilber, John Wilcox, Fran Zizza  

Contact the office to add a name to the prayer list.  
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

From Father Joe’s Desk 

Interested in becoming Catholic,  
or refreshing your memory?  
The Order of Christian Initiation 

of Adults (OCIA) is the way for 
adults to receive the Sacraments of 
Initiation.  We are currently in the inquiry phase.  It’s 
culmination is the inquirer’s decision to enter the cate-
chumenate, the period of formal preparation for entrance 
into full membership in the Catholic Church.   The next 
session of the OCIA will be Monday, December 15th at 
7 pm in the rectory.   

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, December 13       Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 

Vigil:  Third Sunday of Advent 

4:00 pm, Canton † Joe Spencer (Jeff & Beth Cole)  

Sunday, December 14         Third Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 

9:30 am, Canton † Mr. & Mrs. William Madigan 
 (Gerald & Joy Brann) 

11:15 am, Troy † Michael & Ann Polly (Shirley Grantier) 

Monday, December 15                        Advent Weekday 

7:00 am, Rectory † Michael Polly  
(St. Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society) 

Tuesday, December 16                        Advent Weekday 

5:30 pm, Troy † Carol Ann Tommey  
(Barbara & Robert Wywiorski) 

Wednesday, December 17          Late Advent Weekday 

5:30 pm, Canton † Albert Davis  
(The Bradford & Hamburger Families)  

6:00 pm Rosary 

Thursday, December 18             Late Advent Weekday  

No Mass              

Friday, December 19                  Late Advent Weekday  

7:00 am, Rectory † Jerry Ross, Jr. (Family) 

Saturday, December 20              Late Advent Weekday  

Vigil:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

4:00 pm, Canton † Phil Gasowski (Peggy & Family)  

Sunday, December 21       Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 

9:30 am, Canton † James Brann (Gerald & Joy Brann) 

11:15 am, Troy † Joseph Pierchorowicz 
 (Mr. & Mrs. David Pierchorowicz) 
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Polish Christmas Wafer 
A Flavorless Tradition That's Oh So Sweet 

by Sarah Zielinski 

Nothing says "I love you," at least in my Polish-
American family, quite like the sharing of a thin, flat, 
tasteless wafer called an oplatek at Christmas. 

We're not alone. Before sitting down to Christmas 
Eve dinner, many families with roots in Poland and other 
Eastern European countries will take part in this tradi-
tion, which has roots dating back hundreds of years. 

"For us, Polish Americans, the oplatek, that wafer, is 
Christmas Eve," says Sophie Hodorowicz Knab, author 
of the book Polish Customs, Traditions and Folklore. "It 
defines people's heritage." 

Christmas Eve marks the end of Advent. Traditional-
ly, that meant the last day of fasting, so in mostly Catho-
lic Poland, the dinner was typically meatless. The menu 
might have included items such as pea soup, boiled pota-
toes, fried fish and stewed fruits, Knab notes in The 
Polish Country Kitchen Cookbook. 

Before the meal, though, came a small, informal cer-
emony — one that is still carried out in many homes, 
including in the U.S. 

At the start of dinner, just after grace, the male head 
of the household takes the wafer and expresses his hopes 
for his wife in the new year. He might wish her good 
health, or ask for forgiveness for some fault. 

"My father used to say, 'OK, I'm not the best, but I'll 
try harder,' " Knab says. "My mother would always say, 
'You work so hard and I appreciate you for that.' " 

The wife breaks off a piece of the oplatek and eats it. 
She then reciprocates the good wishes and shares the 
wafer with her husband. And the ceremonial sharing of 
wafer and good wishes continues with older relatives, 
guests and children, starting with the oldest. 

"The sharing of this unleavened bread with another 
person is sharing all that is good with life," says Knab. 
"It's a time to tell each other, 'I love you, I care about 
you.' And you do it in an open area, where everyone else 
can see you." 

The wafer is typically a rectangle about the size of a 
hand and embossed with a Christmas scene, such as the 
Nativity. It is made of flour and water pressed between 
two engraved pieces of metal and is similar to the bread 
wafer used in Holy Communion. To be frank, it can be 
pretty dry and tasteless (my family struggled to finish 
our wafer last year), but the sentiment is so sweet that it's 
worth the effort. 

Ethnographers believe that the tradition may have 
gotten its start with the sharing of a ritual flatbread 
called podplomyk, Knab says. Pieces of the thin bread, 
usually baked before other loaves of dough were placed 
in the oven, were shared with members of the household, 
and with neighbors, as a gesture of goodwill. 

“Bread was very hard to come by” in the Middle Ag-
es, Knab says.  “Sharing of this bread was a caring kind   

of exchange." 

That bread eventually morphed into the flat wafer, 
says Knab, and the sharing continued. During World War 
II, with families scattered all over the world, people 
would send pieces of oplatek to remind them of each 
other. 

And some continue to include the wafers in their 
mailings. "I still get letters from Poland with pieces," she 
says. 

The oplatek tradition spread among Lithuanians, 
Czechs and Slovaks. And even families decades re-
moved from their Eastern European roots share the wa-
fers. 

"It has just continued down through the generations," 
Knab says, "because it's such a beautiful tradition." 

From:  www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2012/12/19/167650665 

The oplatki wafers are available at the     
entrances of all three churches.  All we ask 

is a $2.00 donation per packet to defray    
the cost.   

Each packet contains 6 wafers of different 
colors, all of which are edible.  

I hope you enjoy this custom! 
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Religious Education Christmas Program  
The CCD and Confirmation students invite you to 

their Annual Christmas Program immediately follow-
ing the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday, December 21st. 

Food for Families Thanksgiving Food Drive  
The Knights of Columbus Council 

#5517 thank everyone who donated to 
the Food for Families Thanksgiving 
Food Drive which benefited the Canton 
and Troy Area Food Pantries.  A total of 
246 pounds/items of food was donated 
and the total monetary donation was $2,730.00.  We are 
pleased to announce that the monetary donation qualifies 
us for a $500.00 rebate from the Supreme Knights of 
Columbus which is the maximum allowed for the frater-
nal year.  Canton qualifies for $300.00 and Troy for 
$200.00.  The Knights and the food pantries want you to 
know how much we appreciate you. 

  Notice Regarding Reporting  
Sexual Abuse of a Minor  

 It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report 
any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforce-
ment. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a 
priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of 
the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immedi-
ately report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, 
deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Dio-
cese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a 
minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including 
child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law en-
forcement. It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere 
to all civil and state regulations. In accordance with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Ser-
vices Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also 
be made immediately by phone to the 24-Hour Child 
Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or elec-
tronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To this end, 
the Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the 
norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the 
tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Chil-
dren and Young People, which includes supporting vic-
tims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and 
spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding an 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be re-
ported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth 
Pacuska at (570-862-7551).  

Join the Prayer Warriors! 
Prayer Warriors are people from Saint Michael and 

Ss. Peter & Paul Parishes who fulfill emailed prayer re-
quests.  Email the parish office to be added to the Prayer 
Warrior distribution list or to make a prayer request.   

You don’t need to be a Prayer Warrior to request 
prayer.  Intentions can be anonymous or include your 
name and a few simple details.   

Annual Children’s Christmas Party  
Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society invites 

you to the Annual Children’s Christmas Party 
during Fellowship in Saint Michael’s Church hall on 
Sunday, December 21st following the 9:30 am Mass 
and the Religious Education Christmas Program. 

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex 
(vestibule) of Saint Michael Church for children ag-
es 0 - 12, whether or not they are in the CCD pro-
gram, who are planning to attend the Children’s 
Christmas Party, so that we can give them a gift dur-
ing the party. 

Saint Michael Parish 
2025 Christmas Mass Schedule 

Christmas Eve  

(3:30 music) 
4:00 pm  

Saint Michael 
Church  

7:00 pm 
Saint Aloysius 

Church 

Christmas Day  

12:00 am 
(Midnight Mass)  

Saint John Church 

9:30 am  
Saint Michael 

Church 

2025 Saint Michael’s Marketplace & Café 
The Saint Michael’s Marketplace & Café was 

such a success!  We would like to thank every-
one working in the kitchen, at the dessert table, 
and the Chinese Auction.  Thank you to all those 
who donated food and desserts, and all who 
worked so hard carrying in and out for the ven-
dors.  Especially Diane Hedrick, Alicia Jennings 
Joanne Kropf, Beth Cole, Janet Holmes, and so 
many more.  Thank you to all who donate to the 
Chinese Auction ... Our Parish is so generous and 
works so hard.  We love all of you!   

Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society 
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As of December 6, we have reached 69% of our 

$20,283 parish goal.  $13,985 has been donated or 

pledged by 48 donors, which makes our current partici-

pation rate 18%.  Thank you to everyone who has con-

tributed, both financially and with your prayers.  The 

appeal ends 12/30/25. 

459s 

Pope Leo XIV  
December Prayer Intention 

For Christians In Areas Of Conflict  
Let us pray that Christians living in areas 
of war or conflict, especially in the Middle 
East, might be seeds of peace, reconcilia-
tion, and hope.  

Advent Penance Services 
Sunday, December 14, 2025 

2:00 pm, Saint Basil Church, Dushore 
4:30 pm, Epiphany Church, Sayre 

December 15 - 21, 2025 Readings 
Mon:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a  Ps 25:4-5b, 6, 7bc, 8-9  

Mt 21:23-27 
Tues:  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13  Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23 

Mt 21:28-32 
Wed:  Gn 49:2, 8-10  Ps 72:1-4b, 7-8, 17  Mt 1:1-17  
Thurs:  Jer 23:5-8  Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 Mt 1:18-25 
Fri:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a  Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6b, 16-17   

Lk 1:5-25 
Sat:  Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-6  Lk 1:26-38 
Sun:  Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-6  Rom 1:1-7  Mt 1:18-24 

This week on                , week of December 14, 2025 

Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage  
This Advent, make a spiritual 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  Un-
cover the beauty of the place 
where Christ was born, preparing 
your heart for Christ's coming so 
you can enter more deeply into this season.  

30 Minutes BC  
30 Minutes BC creatively explores the profound 

emotions and intimate struggles of Mary and Joseph dur-
ing the final 30 minutes before the birth of Jesus.  As the 
clock ticks down, the couple navigates a whirlwind of 
hope, joy, and uncertainty, turning to God amidst it all.  

Is Christmas Pagan?   
What Catholics Believe About Christmas   

Dr. Michael Barber answers some of the Internet's 
most asked questions about Christmas.  Is Christmas a 
pagan holiday?  Why is Christmas celebrated on Decem-
ber 25?  What happened at the "first Christmas"?  Find 
out the answers to these and more! 

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup.   
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.   

You can download the FORMED App to enjoy 
FORMED wherever you have internet access. 
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Trinity Family Health Care 
Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C., C.F.M.P. 

Doctor of Chiropractic 
18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-0471 - 272-203-1246 (Fax) 
St. Michael Parish member 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
Saint Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of the 

parish.  We meet on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month in 
Saint Michael’s Church hall at 
1:00 pm.  We always welcome 
new members. 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 

and more. 

Respecting the dignity and  
lifetime of experiences  

of every client 

Canton, Pa 

 

⸱RICE   ⸱BUCKWHEAT   ⸱PEA 
⸱CHESTNUT    ⸱STOVE 

 

SALES, PARTS & SERVICE 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third Street 

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Scholarships available 
Middle States Accredited 

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810 
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED 

ULTRASOUND:  209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936 OR DIRECTOR@HOPEGATECENTERS.COM 

WWW.HOPEGATECENTERS.COM 

Knights of  
Columbus  

Council #5517   
Meetings 

are the second 
Wednesday of the Month at 
7:15 pm in Saint Michael’s 
Hall.  New mem-
bers are always 
welcome.  Join 
online here: 

Saint Michael’s 
Cemetery Association 

Call or email for information 
Jim Ross, Chairperson 

(570) 651-0489 
huckleberrycow@yahoo.com 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

OPEN 7 DAYS  A WEEK! 

SUN-THURS 11 AM-8PM 

FRI & SAT 11AM-9PM 

7 RIVERSIDE PLAZA  
BLOSSBURG, PA 16912 

570-638-6323 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

In loving memory of 
John & Pauline 

and 
James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

 
 

1090 WEST MAIN ST.  
TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

 

 Agency Owner:  Martin Watson 
465 Reuter Boulevard 

Towanda, Pennsylvania 18848 
(570) 265-7300 

insurance@thrushagency.com  
Specializing in car, home, life, business, and farm insurance 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

