
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time October 4, 2026

Daily Mass
Mon-Sat 8:30 am
Weekend Masses

Saturday
4:00 pm

6:00 pm (Spanish)
Sunday
7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am
Rosary

Mon-Sat 7:50 am
Sunday 6:50 am

________

Anoin�ng (Sick)
Weekend Masses

as needed
Confession

Tuesday 12:00-12:30 pm
Saturday 9:00-9:30 am or call

for appointment
Holy Communion

(sick & homebound)
Call Parish O*ce

Emergency Sick Calls &
Funerals

Call (352)245-2458
________

Parish O$ce Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am-4 pm
Friday 8 am-12 noon

Soup Kitchen
Daily 11 am-12:30 pm

Food Pantry
Mon-Fri 9 am-12 noon
Social Services O$ce

(352) 245-1359
Mon-Fri 9 am-1pm

Thri* Store
(352) 245-0650

Mon-Sat 9 am-2:30 pm
Thri* Store Dona�ons
Mon-Fri 9 am-12 pm

Gi* Shop
Sat & Sun

a�er weekend masses It’s Worth the Drive | Vale la pena el viaje

WWeellccoommee!! ¡¡BBiieennvveenniiddooss!!
11528 SE US Hwy 301, Belleview, Florida 34420

Phone: (352) 245-2458
Pastor: Father Tom Connery Assis7ng Pastor: Father Jim Torpey

Website: www.mystcc.org

The mission of St. Theresa is to form disciples
who radiate the love and joy of the Lord.
We prac�cemercy with a personal touch,
Care and nurture our children, our hope,
Demonstrate radical hospitality, and

O�er unceasing prayer.

Oct 1st Feast Day of St Therese
1 de octubre: Fiesta de Santa Teresita



ST.�THERESA'S�CATHOLIC�CHURCH

The�Pope’s�Prayer�Intention
For�October:

Mental�Health�Ministry
Let�us�pray�that�the�mental�health�ministry�be�
established�throughout�the�Church,�helping�to�

overcome�the�stigma�and�discrimination�of�persons�
with�mental�illnesses.

MMaassss��IInntteennttiioonnss

CCaannddllee��IInntteennttiioonnss

UUppccoommiinngg��EEvveennttss
SATURDAY�OCTOBER�3RD

8:30�am †�Deceased�members�of�
the�Ellacer�Family Shirley�Ellacer

4:00�pm
†�Deceased�Members�of�K�

of�C�Counsel�8012�&�
Assembly�2068

K�of�C�Counsel�
8012�&�Assembly�

2068

6:00�pm †�Nelson�r�Caraballo�
Arroyo� Larry�Arroyo�Torres

SUNDAY�OCTOBER�4TH

7:30�am †�Deceased�members�of�
the�Javelona�Family Shirley�Ellacer

9:00�am †�Gerry�Howard Marge�Howard

11:00�am St.�Theresa�Parishioners

MONDAY�OCTOBER�5TH

8:30�am †�Frank�Quirk Rita�and�Ed�Dickey

TUESDAY�OCTOBER�6TH

8:30�am Mariellen�Cornell�(Special�
Intention) Mary�Lea�Rivet

WEDNESDAY�OCTOBER�7TH

8:30�am Rebecca�Reiter�(Special�
Intention) Jane�Reiter

THURSDAY�OCTOBER��8TH

8:30�am Theresa�and�Joe�Kelley�
(Special�Intention) Julie�Barry

FRIDAY�OCTOBER�9TH

8:30�am Special�Church�Ladies�
(Special�Intention) Marcia�Wheatley

SATURDAY�OCTOBER�10TH

8:30�am Society�of�St.�Theresa

4:00�pm St.�Theresa�Parishioners
6:00�pm †�J�Trinidad�Diaz Juan�Diaz

SUNDAY�OCTOBER�11TH

7:30�am †�Matthew�and�Irene�
Serwacki Kathy�Serwacki

9:00�am †�Suzanne�Newcomb Deborah�Armbrecht

11:00�am †�Don�Stipanic PJ�Stipanic

DATE/TIME EVENT LOCATION
Sun�Oct�4�
12:00�pm International�Food�Festival Field�behind�

Parish�Hall
Sun�Oct�4�
12:00�pm OCIA Quad

Mon�Oct�5
5:00�pm Choir�Rehearsal Church

Wed�Oct�7
5:30�pm Bell�Rehearsal Church

Wed�Oct�7�
6:00�pm ALPHA Quad

Thur�Oct�8
5:30�pm Ultreya Parish�Hall

Thur�Oct�8
6:00�pm Spanish�Legion�of�Mary Youth�House

Fri�Oct�9
1:30�pm Legions�of�Mary Youth�House

Fri�Oct�9
6:30�pm Spanish�Ministry�Meeting Quad

Sat�Oct�10
9:00�am

EMHC�Formation�
Workshop Parish�Hall

Sun�Oct�11
11:00�am Baptism�Prep�Class Library

Sun�Oct�11
12:00�pm OCIA Quad

Mon�Oct�12
5:00�pm Choir�Rehearsal Church

Mon�Oct�12
6:00�pm MOST Quad

Wed�Oct�14
5:30�pm Bell�Rehearsal Church

Wed�Oct�14�
6:00�pm ALPHA Quad

Thur�Oct�15
6:00�pm Spanish�Legion�of�Mary Youth�House

Fri�Oct�16
1:30�pm Legions�of�Mary Youth�House

Fri�Oct�16
7:00�pm Spanish�Ministry�Meeting Parish�Hall

Sat�Oct�17
5:00�pm Spanish�Faith�Formation Quad

Sat�Oct�17
6:00�pm Spanish�Ministry�Dinner Parish�Hall

ADORATION�CANDLE
October�1st�-�31st †�Ginny�Kaiser Richard�

Kaiser
SANCTUARY�CANDLE

October�3rd�-�9th
The�Moreno�

Pelaez�Family� Betty�Pelaez
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On September 8th the Catholic Church celebrates the
birth of the Blessed Mother. It is also the birthday of
my friend, Art. Art is a Seventh Day Adventist pastor.
While I was in Deland, he served as the chaplain at
the Advent Hospital. A wonderful fellow and devout
Christian. Despite our di@erences in belief, we had a
wonderful relationship. On Ash Wednesday I would
distribute ashes to those in the hospital, patients and
the sta@ who were Catholic. He gladly received
ashes.

This past September 8th I texted him a birthday
greeting. I debated if should tell him that we Catholics
celebrate the birth of Mary on this day. I decided to go
ahead and do it. I did not proselytize. I wrote “By the
way today we also celebrate the birthday of the
Blessed Mother.”

I was curious to see how he would respond. Would
he ignore it? Be o@ended? Remind me that the
Seventh Day Adventist do not have devotion to our
Lady? Here is his reply:

“Thanks so much dear friend. It’s good to hear from
you. The last year has been a challenge with health
issues but it has broadened my horizons of God’s
in�nite Grace. It’s humbling to know that I share the
day with the Blessed Mother. I didn’t know that.
I pray only that I may be worthy of her shadow.

I pray you are doing well. I follow you on FB.
You are an inspiration.
Blessings, Brother. May God continue to use you.”

What a heartfelt, respectful, beautiful response. He
spoke more tenderly of our Lady than most Catholics.
You see, we can share the good news of our faith.
Just don’t try to beat others over the head with it. Be
gentle. Be sensitive. Choose the right occasion and
the right person. Art, you have a beautiful soul.
Blessed Mother be our guide.

El 8 de septiembre, la Iglesia Católica celebra el
nacimiento de la Santísima Madre. También es el
cumpleaños de mi amigo Art. Art es pastor adventista
del séptimo día. Cuando yo estaba en Deland, él
servía como capellán en el hospital Advent. Es una
persona maravillosa y un cristiano devoto. A pesar de
nuestras diferencias de creencias, mantuvimos una
relación estupenda. El Miércoles de Ceniza, yo solía
imponer la ceniza a quienes estaban en el hospital —
tanto pacientes como personal— que fueran
católicos. Él recibía la ceniza con gusto.

Este pasado 8 de septiembre le envié un mensaje de
texto para felicitarlo por su cumpleaños. Dudé si
debía decirle que nosotros, los católicos, celebramos
el nacimiento de María en este día. Decidí hacerlo.
No pretendía hacer proselitismo; simplemente
escribí: «Por cierto, hoy también celebramos el
cumpleaños de la Santísima Madre».

Sentía curiosidad por ver cómo respondería. ¿Lo
ignoraría? ¿Se sentiría ofendido? ¿Me recordaría
que los adventistas del séptimo día no tienen
devoción a Nuestra Señora? Esta fue su respuesta:

“Muchas gracias, querido amigo. Me alegra saber de
ti. El último año ha sido un desafío debido a
problemas de salud, pero ha ampliado mis horizontes
sobre la in�nita gracia de Dios. Me llena de humildad
saber que comparto el día con la Santísima Madre.
No lo sabía. Solo rezo para ser digno de su
sombra.

Espero que te encuentres bien. Te sigo en Facebook.
Eres una inspiración.
Bendiciones, hermano. Que Dios siga utilizándote.”

Qué respuesta tan sincera, respetuosa y hermosa.
Habló de Nuestra Señora con más ternura que la
mayoría de los católicos. Ya ven, podemos compartir
la buena nueva de nuestra fe. Simplemente, no hay
que intentar imponerla a los demás a la fuerza. Hay
que ser amables y sensibles, y elegir el momento y a
la persona adecuados. Art, tienes un alma hermosa.
Que la Santísima Madre sea nuestra guía.

CCoonn aammoorr yy bbeennddiicciioonneess,,

PPaaddrree TToomm

LLoovvee aanndd BBlleessssiinnggss,,

FFaatthheerr TToomm
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Nervous or Excited?
I just came back from New Orleans, a city I’d never been.
Depending on who I asked, there was mixed feedback on
what to expect (like most cities that o@er both lure and
charm). A day before our Uight, a dear friend asked if I was
excited for the trip, which gave me pause; I’d been so
busy, I hadn’t any time to consider my excitement. When
she asked, my initial reaction was nervousness. …it’s a
strange, new city and long gone is the thrill of Uying for me.
So, was I excited? No…I was more nervous.

Then I remembered how anxiety and excitement both
trigger the same exact physical response in our body - the
sympathetic nervous system. Whether nervous or excited,
there is a surge of adrenaline, our hearts race, perhaps
rapid breathing, and we feel like there’s butterUies in our
stomach. How do we distinguish between the two? That’s
where our perspective comes in.

Our brain decides what we choose to focus on. Essentially,
anxiety anticipates what could go wrong; excitement
anticipates what could go right. Being nervous isn’t
necessarily a bad thing. Nervousness can keep us
humble, alert and aware. It can even push us beyond our
comfort zone and challenge us to grow.

But it’s important not to stay there.

And today’s reading helps remind us of that. We are His.
That He so conquered the world (John 16:33) and that “I
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”
(Philippians 4:13).

I remember when each of our sons were preparing to go
away to school. I was so excited for them but, oh, so
nervous.

I remember preparing to leave my executive life in
healthcare to transition to my role here at St. Theresa. I
was excited about the prospects for this new work life, but
I was also so nervous.

All I can do is pray - seeking REST as often as possible
(Retreat, Enter into the presence of God, Sanctifying that
time with Him and for Him, and Trusting in His guidance).
In doing so, I can Xnd excitement for all that the Lord has
in store. When I REST, I can begin to see those butterUies
di@erently. Maybe they aren’t warning me to turn back.
Maybe they’re reminding me that something new is about
to begin. And when I remember that I am His, I can move
from nervousness toward excitement—not because I know
exactly what lies ahead, but because I know who goes
there with me. So perhaps the next time we feel our hearts
racing, our palms sweating, or butterUies stirring in our
stomachs, we can pause before deciding what those
feelings mean. Are we anxious about what might happen?
Or could we be excited about what God might have in
store?

REST. Trust. And take courage.

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to
God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.” ~Philippians 4:6-9

Your sister in Christ,
Faye Leilanie Peraza
Parish Administrator

¿Nerviosa o emocionada?
Acabo de regresar de Nueva Orleans, una ciudad que
nunca había visitado. Dependiendo de a quién preguntara,
recibía opiniones contradictorias sobre qué esperar (como
ocurre con la mayoría de las ciudades que ofrecen tanto
atractivo como encanto). Un día antes de nuestro vuelo,
una querida amiga me preguntó si estaba emocionada por
el viaje; aquello me hizo reUexionar, pues había estado tan
ocupada que no había tenido tiempo de pensar en mi
emoción. Cuando ella preguntó, mi reacción inicial fue de
nerviosismo... es una ciudad nueva y desconocida, y para
mí la emoción de volar ya es cosa del pasado. Así que,
¿estaba emocionada? No... estaba más bien nerviosa.

Entonces recordé cómo la ansiedad y la emoción
provocan exactamente la misma respuesta física en
nuestro cuerpo: la activación del sistema nervioso
simpático. Ya sea por nerviosismo o por emoción, se
produce una descarga de adrenalina, el corazón se
acelera, la respiración puede volverse rápida y sentimos
mariposas en el estómago. ¿Cómo distinguimos entre
ambas? Ahí es donde entra en juego nuestra perspectiva.

Nuestro cerebro decide en qué nos enfocamos. En
esencia, la ansiedad anticipa lo que podría salir mal,
mientras que la emoción anticipa lo que podría salir bien.
Estar nerviosa no es necesariamente algo malo. El
nerviosismo puede mantenernos humildes, alertas y
conscientes. Incluso puede impulsarnos a salir de nuestra
zona de confort y desaXarnos a crecer.

Pero es importante no quedarse estancada ahí.

Y la lectura de hoy nos ayuda a recordarlo. Somos suyas.
Que Él venció al mundo (Juan 16:33) y que “todo lo puedo
en Cristo que me fortalice” (Filipenses 4:13).

Recuerdo cuando cada uno de nuestros hĳos se
preparaba para irse a estudiar fuera. Estaba muy
emocionada por ellos, pero, ¡ay!, también muy nerviosa.

Recuerdo cuando me preparaba para dejar mi carrera
ejecutiva en el sector sanitario y asumir mi puesto aquí en
Santa Teresa. Me entusiasmaban las perspectivas de esta
nueva vida laboral, pero también sentía muchos nervios.
Lo único que puedo hacer es orar, buscando el
DESCANSO siempre que sea posible: Retirarme, Entrar
en la presencia de Dios, SantiXcar ese tiempo con Él y
para Él, y ConXar en Su guía. Al hacerlo, puedo sentir
entusiasmo por todo lo que el Señor tiene preparado.
Cuando DESCANSO, empiezo a ver esas “mariposas” de
otra manera. Quizás no me estén advirtiendo que
retroceda. Tal vez me recuerden que algo nuevo está por
comenzar. Y cuando recuerdo que le pertenezco a Él,
puedo pasar del nerviosismo a la ilusión; no porque sepa
exactamente qué me espera, sino porque sé quién va
conmigo. Así que, tal vez la próxima vez que sintamos el
corazón acelerado, las manos sudorosas o mariposas
revoloteando en el estómago, podamos hacer una pausa
antes de decidir qué signiXcan esas sensaciones.
¿Sentimos ansiedad por lo que podría suceder? ¿O
podríamos sentir entusiasmo por lo que Dios tiene
preparado?

DESCANSA. Confía. Y cobra ánimo.

“No se inquieten por nada; más bien, en toda ocasión, con
oración y ruego, presenten sus peticiones a Dios y denle
gracias. Y la paz de Dios, que sobrepasa todo
entendimiento, cuidará sus corazones y sus pensamientos
en Cristo Jesús”. ~Filipenses 4:6-9

Tu hermana en Cristo,
Faye Leilanie Peraza
Administradora parroquial
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Perpetual Adoration
Find REST at the Adoration Chapel!

We encourage individuals and families to commit
one hour each week. Hours need to be Xlled:

Mondays: 4am, 7am, 11pm-2am
Tuesdays: 11pm-2am
Wednesdays: 12-2am
Thursdays:11pm-3am

Fridays: 10pm-2am, 12 noon
Saturdays: 9pm-3am, 7pm
Sundays: 10pm-5am, 7pm

Substitutes are also needed for hours already =lled.
Call Nancy at (941) 518-2194

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Catholic Cemetery invites you

ALL SOULS DAY
5010 Holy Rosary Loop, Oxford, FL 34484

SUNSET ROSARYWALK
Praying for the faithfully departed

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Catholic Cemetery invites you

November 2nd, 2026 - 6:00PM

Mass Intentions
Our 2026 Mass Intention calendar is almost full. As we
prepare for the 2027 Mass schedule, please be advised
that St. Theresa's church as in the past will be limiting

Mass intentions requests to 8 intentions per household (5
daily and 3 weekend) for the 2027 calendar year. This limit
allows us to provide more parishioners with the opportunity
to have Masses o@ered for their loved ones and special
intentions. Thank you for your understanding and

cooperation as we strive to serve our parish community
fairly and prayerfully.

The Mass Intention calendar will be available Monday,
October 28, 2026 in the Parish O_ce. Please stop in to
schedule your mass intention(s) for a deceased loved one
or for a special intention. Our o_ce hours are 8:00am-

4:00pm M-Th and 8:00am – 12noon on Friday.

The following Mass Intentions are available:
Daily Mass Intentions - the individual mass will be

dedicated to your loved one.Suggested donation is $10.00

Adoration Candle (displayed in our Adoration Chapel) -
available for 1 month (from the 1st thru end of the month).

Suggested donation is $30.00

Sanctuary Candle (displayed on the altar in our Sanctuary)
- available for 1 week (Saturday thru Friday). Suggested

donation is $20.00

Society of St. Theresa - one year of masses. On the
second Saturday of the month at 8:30am, our mass is

dedicated to the Society of St. Theresa. Names will not be
read at mass but a list of names will be placed at the altar.

Suggested Donation is $10.00

Starting Sunday, Nov 8, the 5:00pm
mass will be available again.
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ST.�THERESA'S�CATHOLIC�CHURCH

Offertory �$�11,418.50�
Project�Growth�(Maintenance) �$���1,645.50
Soup�Kitchen �$���5,284.50�
Social�Services �$���1,019.50�
Thrift�Store �$���8,509.79�

As�of�September�28,�2026

Interested�in�Bringing�Millions�of�
Monicas�to�Our�Parish?

Several�mothers�in�our�parish�are�interested�in�starting�a�
Millions�of�Monicas�prayer�group,�a�beautiful�ministry�

inspired�by�the�perseverance�of�Saint�Monica.�Before�we�
can�begin,�we�are�looking�for�a�few�additional�mothers�to�
serve�as�co-leaders�and�help�establish�the�ministry.

Millions�of�Monicas�is�not�a�support�group�or�discussion�
group.�It�is�a�dedicated�hour�of�prayer�before�the�Blessed�
Sacrament,�uniting�mothers�in�hopeful,�faithful�prayer�for�
the�return�of�their�children�who�are�in�need�of�God’s�mercy�

and�a�return�to�the�practice�of�their�Catholic�faith.

If�you�would�be�interested�in�helping�launch�this�ministry�as�
a�co-leader,�please�contact:

Mary�Lou�at�(216)�262-6393�or�mlrooy@icloud.com

"Nothing�is�far�from�God."�—�St.�Monica
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Chuck�Andrews
Rita�Baker

Christine�Bogus�
Mary�Jane�Coss

Weston�Cunningham�
Marc�Czyznik
Ron�Czyznik
Karen�Driscoll
Judy�Egizio

Ken�&�Diana�Grimes�
Rosemarie�Gurick�
Margaret�Hennessy�

Elaine�Izzo
Glen�Ja@ray�
Val�Jones

Evan�Lewis�Family
Marge�Kenney
Chuck�Kluenie
Alvin�LaceXeld

Sandra�LaFontaine
Sandy�Lindeman

Matthew�Lyons�
Margaret�Mary�Maitski

Kim�Markey
Peggie�Munson�

Rob�Orr
Beth�Pearce
Louis�Poulin
Candy�Reichle

Al�&�Patsy�Richson�
Loretta�Rogers
Maria�Romero
Rose�Ross

David�Shimanek
Je@�Smallwood
Virginia�Strachen
Sandra�Sutter
Mike�Trotta
Joe�Urban
Arlene�Villa

Father�David�Vivero�
Stephen�Zammett

Father�God,�we�lift�up�all�those�who�are�facing�
illness�today.��We�ask�that�you�would�bring�healing,�
comfort�and�peace�to�their�bodies.�In�Jesus’�name,�

Amen!”

PPrraayyeerr��RReeqquueessttss

We�Did�It!
We�have�reached�AND�exceeded�our�
Catholic�Appeal�goal�of�$175,239.��
We�could�not�have�done�it�without�your�
prayers,�support,�and�generosity.��
Our�heartfelt�thanks�goes�out�to�all�of�you!�

�Please�continue�to�pray�on�how�you�can�help;�there�is�
no�donation�too�small.

New�to�our�Parish?�Have�you�been�coming�awhile�and�
ready�to�join?

We�would�love�to�have�you�join�our�Parish�family!
To�learn�more,�stop�by�the�Welcome�Desk�at�the�church�
narthex�before/after�mass�or�visit�the�Parish�O_ce�to�

receive�a�
New�Parishioner�Welcome�Packet.
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