GOOD NEWS!

JANUARY 17, 2021 SECOND SUNDAY IN OR-
DINARY TIME (B)

1 Sm 3:3-3b-10, 19/ 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20 / Jn
1:35-42

Today we focus on our call from God. Both
Samuel and Jesus’ disciples were called. Unfortu-
nately, not everyone realizes he or she has been
called to be a disciple. Pope Francis insists that by
virtue of baptism we are all missionary disciples.
What does this mean? What does it ask of us?

Today’s readings set the stage for our consider-
ation of discipleship. They tell us several things.
As with Samuel, the invitation from God can be
unexpected, for it can occur in the very ordinary
events of life. Perhaps, like Samuel, we don’t hear
the call because the event is so ordinary. Maybe
we need someone to open our eyes to God’s
presence in the ordinariness of life. But what do
we expect a call from God to be? A thunderclap?
A Dblinding light? Actually, when we realize we
have been called by God, it is like a crash of thun-
der or a blinding light.

Intrigued by Jesus, the disciples wanted to hear
more, and so they followed him. Frequently God
speaks to us through the lives of other people.
When we see goodness in them we too want to be
good, to do good. This might prompt us to share
what we have, to comfort those who suffer, to for-
give those who have offended us. We may not yet
know how to do it, but such goodness can touch
us deeply. Do we listen, like Samuel? Are we
open, like the disciples?

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Dear Padre

Can the Eucharist be celebrated outside of a
church—for example, inside my home?

What an interesting question. The earliest cele-
brations of the Eucharist were held in the homes
of the early Christians. As centuries evolved and
the Christian population grew, larger rooms were
rented and later built to house the community
gathering. The word church is what we now call a
building in which people worship. If we were to be
completely accurate, we would call the building
the house or shelter for the Church because the
Church is understood primarily as the baptized
community living in faith and charity.

Unfortunately, because of changing de-
mographics and priest shortages, many communi-
ties are consolidating and church buildings are
being shut down and even destroyed. As a result,
communities and places for liturgy grow larger.
Large communities can easily become impersonal
and pastoral leadership increasingly difficult.

Recently, some large parishes have developed
neighborhood communities in an attempt to subdi-
vide into smaller faith-sharing units—not unlike
the original house churches. These smaller com-
munities gather for regular prayer and catechesis.
The parish priest occasionally attends their meet-
ings and celebrates the Eucharist with them. This
is one example of celebrating the Eucharist out-
side of a church building.

So, although there can be exceptions for pasto-
ral necessity, canon law indicates that celebrating
Mass in a sacred place is the norm. The bishop
may clarify this law for his own diocese to best
meet the needs of his people while respecting the
dignity of the Eucharist.

Scripture Readings for the week of Jan. 18—24

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Heb 5:1-10 Heb 6:10-20 Heb 7:1-3, 15-17 Heb 7:25-8:6 Heb 8:6-13 Heb 9:2-3, 11-14 Jon 3:1-5, 10

Mk 2:18-22 Mk 2:23-28 Mk 3:1-6

Thursday

Mk 3:7-12

Friday Saturday Sunday
Mk 3:13-19 Mk 3:20-21

Mk 1:14-20

1 Cor 7:29-31
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From the Thiests @%{

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“Samuel answered, ‘Speak, for your servant is
listening.” (1 Sm 3:10). The response to the Lord
who was calling the young Samuel ought to be our
own response to God’s will in life. Samuel was
confused at first who was calling him in the night.
We, too, can be confused about God’s will in our
lives. It is hard to hear him in the cacophony of
noise in our lives. It is impossible to hear him if we
are not listening. Listening to the Lord — in the
Scriptures, in the Sacraments, in each other, in
prayer — ought to be our project during these
weeks leading to Lent.

This next week, starting January 21 and ending
January 29, we will be praying together for the le-
gal protection of all life from conception to natural
death. The annual prayer time is called “9 days for
life”. Join thousands of Catholics nationwide pray-
ing the annual 9 Days for Life novena, January 21-
29. Sign up today at 9daysforlife.com!

Please take a moment this week and check out
the latest content to grow in your faith on
formed.org. If you find a video or article you really
enjoyed, please let me know and write a short re-
view that we can share with everyone in the bulle-
tin and the e-newsletter.

God bless,

@%MM%

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISHES

SEE ONLINE CALENDAR FOR FULL DETAILS

Sunday, January 17, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 pm Mass, (Saturday) St. Raphael
Parishioners of St. Anne, St. Catherine,
St. Gabriel & St. Raphael
6:30 pm Mass, (Saturday) St. Catherine
John Dumont

9:00 am Mass, St. Catherine
Vicki King
11:00 am Mass, St. Anne
Dan Bruske
Monday, January 18,
9:00 am Mass, St. Anne

All who suffer from illness

Tuesday, January 19,
9:00 am Mass,
All who are lonely
9:30-10:30 am, Adoration & Confession at St. Anne

St. Anne

Wednesday, January 20, St. Fabian & St. Sebastian

9:00 am Mass, St. Gabriel
Vicki King
9:30 am Rosary, St. Gabriel

5:00 pm Adoration & Confession at St. Catherine

Thursday, January 21, St. Agnes
9:00 am Mass, St. Catherine
Jo Ann Beatty
9:30-10:30 am Adoration St. Catherine

Friday, January 22, St. Vincent
NO MASS

Saturday, January 23, St. Marianne Cope
3:30 pm Confession, St. Raphael

Sunday, January 24, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 pm Mass, (Saturday) St. Raphael

Protection of all life from
conception to natural death

6:30 pm Mass, (Saturday) St. Catherine
Parishioners of St. Anne, St. Catherine,
St. Gabriel & St. Raphael

9:00 am Mass, St. Catherine
Donald Zielinski

11:00 am Mass, St. Anne
Jim Barth

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Pt 4:10).
g Thanks you for all the sacrifices you make as we all labor in God’s vineyard to bring the Good News of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to our neighbors. 10% of everything received is donated to support charities near and far.

St. Anne St. Catherine St. Gabriel St. Raphael
Needed each week $2,144.23 $2,593.95 $555.10 $740.38
Needed year-to-date $60,038.44 $72,630.60 $15,542.80 $20,731.64
Actual year-to-date $61,896.42 $72,844.29 $15,229.52 $21,609.27
Jan. 10 $1,070.00 $2,915.00 $1,120.00 $561.80
Other Collections: $65.00 $665.00 $188.00 $117.00

Pray for Our Priests & Religious
Sunday—Rev. Richard Kropf
Monday—Rev. John Ladd

Tuesday— Vocations to the Priesthood and All
Religious Life

Wednesday— Rev. Scott Lawler
Thursday—Rev. Donald Libby
Friday—Rev. William Lipscomb
Saturday—AlIl Seminarians

Joseph of Nazareth

Although not a lot is said about St. Joseph in the Bible
especially after finding Jesus in the Temple, the movie
reveals some interesting perspectives based on a com-
bination of scripture, history and what tradition of that
era was. The movie views the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph and grandparents Joachim and
Anne, as well as the horrid behavior of Herod and his
“seed”.

A review of Joseph of Nazareth the movie is available
to all for free on Formed.org by Eileen Oposnow. Go
to www.formed.org to sign up using the zip code
49766. Others are invited to submit reviews and recom-
mendations for the bulletin.

2020 Year End Contribution Statements: If you
would like a statement please contact your parish of-
fice. Statements will be mailed out at the end of Janu-
ary.

Snow Day Reminder: Mass and All Parish Activities
are canceled whenever the local school district (Alcona
and/or Alpena Schools) is closed for inclement weath-
er. A message will be sent out via Evangelus, on my-
Parish App, and the parish calendar will be updated to
reflect the cancelations.

St. Catherine has banquet tables available for sale for
$25.00 per table. If you are interested please contact
the parish office at 471-5121.

Preparation for the Sacraments of Initiation for chil-
dren

Our parishes will be beginning soon classes for the
children who will be receiving the Sacraments of Initia-
tion. If you have a child or know of a child who is cur-
rently in 2nd grade or above who has not received the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and Con-
firmation please register for the upcoming class.

To register:

St. Anne/St. Raphael -
Email: veronica@resurrectionacgr.org

St. Catherine/St. Gabriel -
Email: cathy@resurrecitonacgr.org

The class for First Reconciliation will begin on Wednes-
day, February 3rd and will be held every Wednesday
through March 24th from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm at St.
Catherine's parish hall . There will be an in-person and
virtual option for all families who either find the distance
to great or have concerns about the pandemic. If for
some reason in-person meetings become impossible
we will continue meeting virtually. The format of the
meetings will include a time of prayer at the beginning
for the parents and children. Then the children will go to
their classroom to work with their catechist while the
parents study a similar topic. All adults of our parish are
welcome to join in-person or virtually during the parent
class if they wish to learn more and support the young
parents of our parish during this important time of faith
formation. The topics covered will be good for EVERY-
ONE! The topics will include: Baptism, Sin, For-
giveness, Redemption, Penance, Reconciliation, Lent,
and Holy Week.

Are you interested or do you know anyone who
may be interested in becoming Catholic? Please
contact Fr. Tyler to make inquiries (see contact info on
front of bulletin).



