Lesson 2: Tobit 2:1-3:6
Blindness and A Prayer for Death

	This chapter begins with Tobit again practicing works of mercy by feeding the poor and burying the dead, even though burying those who were killed by the king’s men put his life in danger in our last lesson. Throughout the Old Testament, the practice of burying the dead was a way of showing respect for the bodies of those who had passed away.  Life is sacred and the dead are treated with respect. In this lesson Tobit continues to bury the dead of those who were slain.  He did so in secret, knowing it was an act of defiance to the Assyrian King.  
	Also, in this lesson, the Jewish feast of Pentecost is celebrated. Pentecost celebrates both the giving of the Law, or Torah, on Mount Sinai, as well as the celebration of the harvest. 

1. Read Tobit 2:1-8 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes with your group.
	

2. Why did Tobit have his son go out to find others to share his Pentecost meal?  

Why did Tobiah not bring dinner guests to share the meal with Tobit?
	

3. Read CCC 183 here. What does the Catechism say about burial today?

CCC1683 The Church who, as Mother, has borne the Christian sacramentally in her womb during his earthly pilgrimage, accompanies him at his journey's end, in order to surrender him "into the Father's hands." She offers to the Father, in Christ, the child of his grace, and she commits to the earth, in hope, the seed of the body that will rise in glory. This offering is fully celebrated in the Eucharistic sacrifice; the blessings before and after Mass are sacramentals.


4. How did Tobit react to learning that a kinsman had been murdered?


5. How did Tobit’s neighbors react to his actions?


6. Read Tobit 2:9-10 and footnotes.
a. Why was Tobit sleeping outside?


b. Who is Ahiqar and what does he do for Tobit?   					(See Tobit 1:21-22 and Tobit 2:10)


7. Reflection: Why do bad things happen to good people?


8. Saul (Paul) also had scales covering his eyes, making him blind. 
Read Acts 9:17-19 here. 

Acts 9:17-19   So Ananias went and entered the house; laying his hands on him, he said, “Saul, my brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus who appeared to you on the way by which you came, that you may regain your sight and be filled with the holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately things like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his sight. He got up and was baptized, 19 and when he had eaten, he recovered his strength.
How was Paul’s sight restored?  


9. Read Tobit 2:11-14 and footnotes.

a. Reflection:  Put yourself in the shoes of Tobias at this point. How do you think the events in these two chapters affected him mentally, physically, and emotionally?


b. Reflection:  How do you think Anna is feeling about their situation? 


c. How might she have felt when she first brought home the goat?


10. Compare translations of Tobit 2:14 with your group.


11.  Read Tobit 3:1-6 and footnotes.

For what is Tobit praying in the following verses?
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