
Lesson 3: Tobit 3:7 - 4:20         Sarah’s Plight and Journey Preparation

	In our last lesson, Tobit is blinded. His wife Anna weaves cloth in order to support the family. When one of Anna’s clients gifts her a goat, Tobit falsely accuses her of theft. We see the distress that shakes the family at this time.  As Tobit falls into despair, he prays that the LORD might end his life.
	In this lesson, the setting moves from Nineveh to Media, where relatives of Tobit and Anna live…..
1. Read Tobit 3:7-10 and footnotes. Share your footnotes with your group.

a.  Who or what is the source of Sarah’s misfortune?  (3:8)

b. What accusations does the maid make against Sarah? 

c. Reflection: How are the circumstances of Tobit and Sarah similar?
      See 3:1 and 3:10 for part of the answer.

2. Sarah contemplated suicide.   Why did she dismiss the idea?

3. Read Tobit 3:11-15 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. How does Sarah begin her prayer?

b. What does Sarah ask of the Lord?

c. Sarah describes her situation.  What is the reason for her shame and despair?

4. The LORD hears the prayers of Tobit in Nineveh and Sarah in Media.    Who does the LORD send to answer their prayers?

a. Read Tobit 4:1-6 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes with your group.
Why is Tobit sending his son to Media?  (See also 4:20-21)


b. What instructions does he give his son in verses 4:3 and 4:4?


c. Which of the Ten Commandments do verses 4:3 and 4:4 support?

5. Read verses 4:7-11 and footnotes.
a. What instructions does Tobit give his son in verses 4:7-11?

b.  How are these instructions supportive of Jesus’ teaching on the “Greatest Commandment”?   See Matthew 22:36 – 40 here.
Matthew 22:36 – 40 Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38 This is the greatest and the first commandment. 39 The second is like it:[w] You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments.”


6. Marriage and family were very important to Tobit. Why was it important to marry within one’s own people?  See Numbers 36:6, and 1Kings 16:30-33.
 Numbers 36:6 This is what the Lord commands with regard to the daughters of Zelophehad: They may marry anyone they please, provided they marry into a clan of their ancestral tribe,
1Kings 16:30-33 Ahab, son of Omri, did what was evil in the Lord’s sight more than any of his predecessors. 31 It was not enough for him to follow the sins of Jeroboam, son of Nebat. He even married Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal, and worship him. 32 Ahab set up an altar to Baal in the house of Baal which he built in Samaria, 33 and also made an Asherah.



7. Read Tobit 4:14-19 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.
a.   What advice does Tobit give his son regarding wages for those that work for him?   (4:14)

b. Where do you see the “golden rule” in Tobit’s instruction to Tobias?

8. In the first four chapters of this text, which of the Corporal Works of Mercy are a part of Tobit’s life?  
		Corporal Works of Mercy 
Feed the hungry

Give drink to the thirsty

Shelter the homeless

Visit the sick

Visit prisoners

Bury the dead

Give alms to the poor
:
