Lesson 4: The Book of Tobit 5        The Angel Raphael

In the last lesson, Tobit, who is blind, old, and ready to die, gave his son a long litany of advice on how to live his life and how to carry himself as he departs on a journey to Media.  Tobiah is to return to Nineveh after recovering funds that Tobit had invested there with relatives. Tobiah is willing to go, but has concerns about the journey and the task before him.   (Just a note here, in some translations Tobit’s son is Tobiah, in others it is Tobias.)

1. Read Tobit 5:1-3 and footnotes. Share any footnotes with your group.

What are Tobias’ concerns about this journey?

How does Tobit respond to his sons’ concerns?

2. Read Tobit 1:15 here.  What other concern might Tobias have had about this journey?
 	Tobit 1:15 When Shalmaneser died and his son Sennacherib came to rule in his stead, the roads to Media became unsafe, so I could no longer go to Media.


3. Read Tobit 5:4-8 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.

a. Why did Tobias not know he was talking to an angel?

b. The LORD sent an angel to Tobias.  What does this tell us about God and how he answers prayers?  


c. What does the name ‘Raphael’ mean?

d. What makes this young man, Raphael, the ideal person to accompany Tobias?  

4. Read Tobit 5:9-12 and footnotes.
The young man’s message to Tobit is irony.  What makes it ironic?



5. Read Tobit 5:13-17 and footnotes.   Share your footnotes.

a. Why is the family and tribe of the ‘young man’ so important to Tobit?
           (See 5:14)

b. What does the name Azariah mean? 

c. How well did Tobit know the family of Azariah?

d. Tobit explains that he will pay Azariah for the journey as well as expenses.  What wages is Tobit offering? 

e. More irony.  What blessing does Tobit offer Tobias and Azariah?

6. Read Tobit 5:18-22 and footnotes. 
a. Anna, the mother of Tobias, is worried about her son.  		
What is it that she suggests Tobit do, instead of sending Tobias on this journey?


7. Was Rafael telling lies about his identity?
Is this a sin?  

Read The Catechism of the Catholic Church # CCC 2488-2489. When is it acceptable to withhold the truth or tell a white lie?

CCC 2488 The right to the communication of the truth is not unconditional. Everyone must conform his life to the Gospel precept of fraternal love. This requires us in concrete situations to judge whether or not it is appropriate to reveal the truth to someone who asks for it.
CCC 2489 No one is bound to reveal the truth to someone who does not have the right to know it. Charity and respect for the truth should dictate the response to every request for information or communication. the good and safety of others, respect for privacy, and the common good are sufficient reasons for being silent about what ought not be known or for making use of a discreet language. the duty to avoid scandal often commands strict discretion. 

