Lesson 5: Tobit 6:1-7:18
The Trip to Media and the Healing of Sarah
In our last lesson, Tobiah made plans for his journey to Media. He is going to retrieve funds that Tobit had left with a relative there. The LORD had heard the prayers of Tobit in Nineveh and those of Sarah in Media. He sends the angel Rafael to accompany Tobiah on his journey, disguised as a member of their clan who knew the way and the family in Media. Rafael will guide the way and answer their prayers.
1. Read Tobit 6:1-6 and footnotes.  Share any footnotes. 

a. What elements of these first verses remind you of the story of Jonah? 

b. What happened when Tobiah went to wash his feet in the river?

c. How did this strange event turn into something positive? 

d. Who besides the angel accompanies Tobiah on this journey?

2. Read Tobit 6:7-9 and footnotes.  What does Tobiah learn from the angel in these verses? 

3. Read Tobit 6:10-13 and footnotes. 

a. What do we learn about Sarah in 6:10-12?

b. What other benefits or responsibilities would come to Tobiah if he marries Sarah?  (6:12-13)

4. Read Tobit 6:14-15 and footnotes. 

a. What selfless concerns did Tobiah have about the marriage? 

5. Why might Satan attempt to destroy the institution of marriage?  			See CCC 1604 here for a clue:  							CCC1604 God who created man out of love also calls him to love the fundamental and innate vocation of every human being. For man is created in the image and likeness of God who is himself love. Since God created him man and woman, their mutual love becomes an image of the absolute and unfailing love with which God loves man. It is good, very good, in the Creator's eyes. And this love which God blesses is intended to be fruitful and to be realized in the common work of watching over creation: "And God blessed them, and God said to them: 'Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it.'"


6. Read Tobit 6:16-18 and footnotes. 

What did Rafael (Azariah) recommend that Tobiah and Sarah do before consummating their marriage?

  
7. Why is it important for a married couple to allow God to have a place in every part of the home?     (See CCC1639)
See CCC 1639:   The consent by which the spouses mutually give and receive one another is sealed by God himself. [Cf. Mk 10:9.] From their covenant arises "an institution, confirmed by the divine law,... even in the eyes of society." [GS 48 § 1] The covenant between the spouses is integrated into God's covenant with man: "Authentic married love is caught up into divine love." [GS 48 § 2]


8. Read Tobit 7:1-8 and footnotes. Share any footnotes.

a. How are Tobit and Raguel related?

b. How do Raguel, Edna and Sarah describe Tobit’s character and his situation in Nineveh?


c. Emotions run high, why is everyone weeping?

9. Read Tobit 7:9-17 and footnotes.

a. A feast has been prepared for the visit of Tobiah and Azariah.  Why does Tobiah refuse to eat?  (7:11)

b. Raguel does not begin to prepare a marriage contract until after he reveals to Tobiah the circumstances of Sarah’s 7 earlier marriages.  In the 21st century, where do we see the need for disclosure and informed consent? 

c. What blessing does Raguel offer Tobiah?  (7:12)

d. What prayer/blessing does Edna offer Sarah? (7:16-17)

e. Why was Edna crying?
