Lesson 6: Tobit 8:1 to 9:6
The Expulsion of the Demon and Money Recovery
In our last lesson a marriage contract was written for Tobiah and Sarah. Raguel forewarned Tobiah of Sarah’s seven dead husbands. After the contract was signed, they ate and drank to celebrate.
1. Read Tobit 8:1 and footnotes. Share any interesting footnotes. 

a. What were Tobiah’s first actions as head if his household?

b. How did God use the angel as his agent to answer the couple’s prayer?

c. Why was it necessary to bind the demon?

d. Reflection: Where in the New Testament do we see the desert as a place where demons or Satan dwells? 


2. Read Revelation 20:1-3 here.  
How are the actions of the angel in Tobit 8:3 and the angel in Revelation                    20:1-3 similar?


Revelation 20:1-3 1 Then I saw an angel come down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the abyss and a heavy chain. 2 He seized the dragon, the ancient serpent, which is the Devil or Satan, and tied it up for a thousand years 3 and threw it into the abyss, which he locked over it and sealed, so that it could no longer lead the nations astray until the thousand years are completed. After this, it is to be released for a short time.
3. Read Tobit 8:4-8 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.


a. What impresses you about Tobit’s prayer?

b. Reflection: What are the benefits of praying together as a couple?


c. How does Tobiah begin their prayer?

d. What do Tobiah and Sarah ask of the Lord?


4. Read Tobit 8:9 – 14 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. What do Raguel’s actions tell you about Raguel?  (8:9-10)

b. Read again 8:12. What does this tell us about Raguel?

5. Read Tobit 8:15-18 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes. 

a. What kind of prayer is Raguel’s prayer?

b. What action does Raguel take after he prayed?

6. Read Tobit 8:19-21 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. Here, there is a real wedding celebration.  How does this celebration differ from a traditional wedding feast in ancient times?  (8:20) 


b. Tradition in those days required that the wife would leave her father and mother and become a part of the groom’s family.  Also, the oldest sons inherit their father’s property and responsibilities. 
Raguel has no sons. What will happen to Raguel’s estate when he dies?


7. Read Tobit 9 and any footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. Tobiah sent the angel on a task.  Why would Tobiah trust Rafael with such an important task?

b. For what reason did Tobiah not do this himself?

c. Why does Gabael return with the angel?

d. What observation does Gabael make about Tobiah, once they meet?

Fun facts:   The distance between Rages and Ecbatana is approximately 200 miles. 
Rages is located near modern-day Tehran, while Ecbatana corresponds to the ancient capital of Media. With camels, how long would this take to travel?  
