Lesson 7: Tobit Chapters 10 and 11
The Healing of Tobit and the Homeward Journey
1. Read Tobit 10:1-7 and footnotes. Share your footnotes with the group.

a. Back in Nineveh, Tobit and Anna are worried about Tobiah’s delay. What does Tobit think may have caused Tobiah’s tardiness?

b. What does Anna believe has happened to her son?

c. How does Anna respond to Tobit’s attempts to calm her fears and worries?

d. Has your imagination ever caused you to worry needlessly? 

2. Read Matthew 6:25-34 here.  How do these verses suggest we deal with worry?
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat [or drink], or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds in the sky; they do not sow or reap, they gather nothing into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you more important than they? 27 Can any of you by worrying add a single moment to your life-span? 28 Why are you anxious about clothes? Learn from the way the wild flowers grow. They do not work or spin. 29 But I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was clothed like one of them. 30 If God so clothes the grass of the field, which grows today and is thrown into the oven tomorrow, will he not much more provide for you, O you of little faith? 31 So do not worry and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or ‘What are we to drink?’ or ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 All these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom [of God] and his righteousness, and all these things will be given you besides. 34 Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself. Sufficient for a day is its own evil.

3. Read Tobit 10:7-12 and footnotes. Share your footnotes with your group.
 
a. How did Tobiah show concern for his parents?

b. Read Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph 2215 here. Why does the Catechism say we should respect our parents?
CCC 2215 Respect for parents (filial piety) derives from gratitude toward those who, by the gift of life, their love and their work, have brought their children into the world and enabled them to grow in stature, wisdom, and grace. "With all your heart honor your father, and do not forget the birth pangs of your mother. Remember that through your parents you were born; what can you give back to them that equals their gift to you?"
c. What “wedding gift” did Raguel give Tobiah and Sarah?

d. What blessing does Raguel offer Tobiah?

e. What advice does Raguel give Sarah?

f. What prayer does Edna offer up to Tobiah and Sarah?

4. Read Tobit 11:1-7 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. How does Rafael continue to guide Tobiah in these verses?

b. How is the healing of Tobit’s blindness similar to Jesus’ cure for the blind man in John 9:1-6?   

5. Read Tobit 11:8-18 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. What did Tobit do after regaining his sight?  (11:14-15)

b. What blessings does Tobit offer Sarah?

c. There is another wedding feast. How long is this one in Nineveh?

6. Read Catechism 332.   What have angels done throughout history?
CCC 332 Angels have been present since creation and throughout the history of salvation, announcing this salvation from afar or near and serving the accomplishment of the divine plan: they closed the earthly paradise; protected Lot; saved Hagar and her child; stayed Abraham's hand; communicated the law by their ministry; led the People of God; announced births and callings; and assisted the prophets, just to cite a few examples. Finally, the angel Gabriel announced the birth of the Precursor and that of Jesus himself.

7. What gives lay people the authority to bless others?  See CCC 1669
[bookmark: -1WP]CCC 1669  Sacramentals derive from the baptismal priesthood: every baptized person is called to be a "blessing," and to bless.172 Hence lay people may preside at certain blessings; the more a blessing concerns ecclesial and sacramental life, the more is its administration reserved to the ordained ministry (bishops, priests, or deacons).
