Lesson 8: Tobit 12:1 through 13:18   Raphael’s Identity and Tobit’s Song of Praise

1. Read Tobit 12:1-5 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. What evidence do we have of Tobit’s generosity?

b. How do we know that Tobias has grown up following the example of his father in his life?

2. Read Tobit 12:6-10 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. What words of wisdom does Rafael share with Tobit and Tobias in the following verses:
12:6
12:7
12:8
12:9
12:10
3. Read from the Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph 1438 here:
CCC 1438 The seasons and days of penance in the course of the liturgical year (Lent, and each Friday in memory of the death of the Lord) are intense moments of the Church's penitential practice. These times are particularly appropriate for spiritual exercises, penitential liturgies, pilgrimages as signs of penance, voluntary self-denial such as fasting and almsgiving, and fraternal sharing (charitable and missionary works).
a. In what seasons and days in the liturgical year does the Church encourage us to take part in prayer, almsgiving and fasting?

4. Read Tobit 12:11-15 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.

a. What does Rafael say he had done with the prayers of Tobit and Sarah?

b. To what group of angels does Rafael belong? 

5. Read Revelation 8:2-4 here: 
Rev 8:2-4 “And I saw that the seven angels who stood before God were given seven trumpets.  3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a gold censer. He was given a great quantity of incense to offer, along with the prayers of all the holy ones, on the gold altar that was before the throne. 4 The smoke of the incense along with the prayers of the holy ones went up before God from the hand of the angel.”
a. What do these verses say are the duties of angels?

6. Read Tobit 12:16-21 and footnotes. Share your footnotes. 

a. Do angels act on their own according to Rafael?

b. What interesting fact does Rafael reveal about himself in 12:19?

c. What final instructions does Rafael give Tobit and Tobias before he ascended to heaven?

7. Read Tobit 13:1-8 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.

a. To whom do the first 8 verses seem to be addressed?

b. What powers does Tobit attribute to God in verses 13:1-2?

c. Tobit calls to those Israelites living in exile. What does Tobit call on them to do and why?    See 13:3-6. 

8. Read Tobit 13:9-18 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.  (Keep in mind that the Assyrians conquered the Northern tribes and exiled the ten tribes in 722 BC.  Jerusalem and Judah in the south were conquered in 585 BC by the Babylonians and many prominent Jews were exiled for 70 years. During that time the Temple was destroyed and stripped of its gold.  Sacred objects were stolen and taken away by the Babylonians.)
a. To whom is this portion of Tobit’s prayer addressed? 

b. What is Tobit predicting will happen in the future to Jerusalem and the Temple? 

c. How would this prayer be helpful to the people hearing it?


9. Read Deuteronomy 30:1-5 in your Bible. What is required for the exiles to return to the Promised Land?
