Lesson 9:   Tobit 14- Epilogue
There are many variations found among the NABRE, the NRSV and the Ignatius Catholic Study Bible for this last chapter in Tobit. Comparing some of these verses may be interesting. Some of the commentaries ignore the differences, while others attribute the differences to changes made while translating these verses from Aramaic and Hebrew to Greek and Latin.  Bring your bible to class so we can compare these texts in your group.
1. Read Tobit 14:1-4 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes with your group.

a. Compare translations for the first two verses within your group. 

b. The NABRE includes the age of Tobit and the number of grandchildren he had.  Share this information from 14:3 if you have it.

2. Read Deuteronomy 28: 1-6, 11 here.  How and why did the LORD bless Tobit according to Deuteronomy 28?
1 Now, if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord, your God, carefully observing all his commandments which I give you today, the Lord, your God, will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and overwhelm you when you obey the voice of the Lord, your God: 3 May you be blessed in the city, and blessed in the country! 4 Blessed be the fruit of your womb, the produce of your soil and the offspring of your livestock, the issue of your herds and the young of your flocks! 5 Blessed be your grain basket and your kneading bowl! 6 May you be blessed in your coming in, and blessed in your going out! 
11 The Lord will generously increase the fruit of your womb, the offspring of your livestock, and the produce of your soil, upon the land which the Lord swore to your ancestors he would give you.   (There are other blessings in Deuteronomy 28 as well.)

3. Who is the prophet named in these verses?  Ignatius Catholic Study Bible and NABRE differ here as well. 

4. What advice does Tobit give his son in these first four verses?
a. What did the prophets predict would happen that prompted Tobit’s advice to Tobiah?  (14:4)

5. Read Tobit 14:5-7 and footnotes. Share your footnotes.
 
a. What is the prophecy of the Prophet in the following verses?  
14:5                                          14:6                                           14:7


6. Read Tobit 14:8-11 and footnotes.  Share your footnotes.

a. What advice does Tobit give his son and grandsons in 14:9 that we would do well to imitate?

b. How do we know from these verses that Tobit believes the destruction of Nineveh is immanent?  (14:10)

c. Ahiqar, Tobit’s nephew, was chief cup bearer and an administrator to the Assyrian king when Tobit was in hiding for fear of his life. Ahiqar intervened on behalf of Tobit. (Tobit 1:21-22)   How did Ahiqar’s own nephew treat Ahiqar? 

d. Why did the Lord look favorably on Ahiqar?  

7. Read Tobit 14:12-15 and footnotes. 

a. Did Tobit have a peaceful death? 

b. Compare translations of 14:14-15 with your group.

8. How did you react to Tobiah’s response to the destruction of Nineveh?

9. Read Sirach 9:7 and Matthew 5:44-45 here: How should we react to the death of an enemy?
Sirach 9:7 Do not rejoice over anyone’s death; remember that we all must die. 
Matt. 5:44-45- But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

10. Read CCC 1611 here.  What does this say about what Tobit shares with Ruth and The Song of Solomon?
CCC 1611 Seeing God's covenant with Israel in the image of exclusive and faithful married love, the prophets prepared the Chosen People's conscience for a deepened understanding of the unity and indissolubility of marriage. The books of Ruth and Tobit bear moving witness to an elevated sense of marriage and to the fidelity and tenderness of spouses. Tradition has always seen in the Song of Solomon a unique expression of human love, insofar as it is a reflection of God's love - a love "strong as death" that "many waters cannot quench."
