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Registration underway for 2026 
'Be A Catholic Man' conference 

 

  

 

Registration is underway for the 2026 'Be A Catholic Man' 
Conference which will take place on Saturday, Oct. 10, 2026, at 
Holy Redeemer High School in Wilkes-Barre. 
 

The conference will run from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 



This will be the eleventh year for the 'Be A Catholic Man' 
Conference and this year's speakers will include the Most Rev. 
Joseph Coffey, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, USA; author and full-time evangelist John Martignoni; 
and writer and speaker Brian Holdsworth. 
 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will also 
celebrate Mass before the conference concludes. 
 

The registration fee is $40 (but there is an early bird discount 
currently underway of only $30); students are $15; priests and 
deacons are free.  

 

Click Here For More Information or to Register for the 11th annual 'Be A 
Catholic Man' Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
hosting 44th annual conference this 

weekend in Scranton 
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFNcXNGUVRwYTAyMTJjbHY5T1VXaWN2SEdSbVFITy1CY0s0VFdOcktWZ2FudTJEQXFGZG1NMm5IWWhJR0haVFBsckVHQTJVQmQwbzczdHlvb3hfaGFQbms5ck1WSmU3OWdfVzdMM0dKWU1RbkdOZ3BqajZZaGVyeTRpd2pzWnNrZktjd29SWkM0d1hMbmxQblBjQXl2TURxLUdIcDVFNlVlYkpXRWFEZmF4dkNNMDByWUh5T0RZTTlfbWY3bXA3Zjh0Z2V0MEstQWtEa2F0TjQ3eWVBWkR3PT0mYz02MEJkMzAwdnFjYUlXZ3o4MjVHb21LM3dTcjdfaUtId3N2bF9IaXg5eG1wNDk1d21jTXRMOVE9PSZjaD12a0hQb1FCTnNoNVVGQ0dRdmhpUXdwQjhQTDU3Y1JQa0kzM0ZxVkp1NHJhQzV6NEFOSlVDT0E9PQ==&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=QUpBcEJJTzFPTXdrVytnY0h1LzBLdGhVOHNaa0pnT21HK3JwL0ZxZk8rdz0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFNcXNGUVRwYTAyMTJjbHY5T1VXaWN2SEdSbVFITy1CY0s0VFdOcktWZ2FudTJEQXFGZG1NMm5IWWhJR0haVFBsckVHQTJVQmQwbzczdHlvb3hfaGFQbms5ck1WSmU3OWdfVzdMM0dKWU1RbkdOZ3BqajZZaGVyeTRpd2pzWnNrZktjd29SWkM0d1hMbmxQblBjQXl2TURxLUdIcDVFNlVlYkpXRWFEZmF4dkNNMDByWUh5T0RZTTlfbWY3bXA3Zjh0Z2V0MEstQWtEa2F0TjQ3eWVBWkR3PT0mYz02MEJkMzAwdnFjYUlXZ3o4MjVHb21LM3dTcjdfaUtId3N2bF9IaXg5eG1wNDk1d21jTXRMOVE9PSZjaD12a0hQb1FCTnNoNVVGQ0dRdmhpUXdwQjhQTDU3Y1JQa0kzM0ZxVkp1NHJhQzV6NEFOSlVDT0E9PQ==&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=QUpBcEJJTzFPTXdrVytnY0h1LzBLdGhVOHNaa0pnT21HK3JwL0ZxZk8rdz0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y


 

 

 

This weekend, the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the Diocese of 
Scranton will be hosting its 44th annual conference at The 
University of Scranton. 
 



The goal of the conference is to spread the life-giving joy of God. 
 

National and international speakers will be sharing the Word of 
God. Contemporary music ministry from Baltimore will also be 
participating in this special weekend. 
 

Mass will be celebrated daily; Adoration and a Service of Prayer 
will be held on Saturday night.  
 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will be 
celebrating the Conference's Closing Mass on Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 
 

More information and full weekend registrations are available by 
clicking the link below. Day Registrations are also available all 
weekend at the Long Center on campus. 

Click Here to Visit the Catholic Charismatic Renewal Website 

 

 

 

 

 

Scranton parish's summer swim 
drive makes a splash in the 

community 
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFNcXNGUVRwYTAyMTJjbHY5T1VXaWN2SEdSbVFITy1CY0s0VFdOcktWZ2FudTJEQXFGZG1NMnRlNkg0d0xoMWVrZkFIRWlGMklrQ0pIS1N2R3doZGxqQXBOemlWMDhDOHVabHpCSklhNnMwUzFwSXZkaExQSnBjRTVqS2RUbFcteWpCWnNpNXZ6LTNlTk14bldhUDE0dUNIc01ydDRxdjkyMW9BLVAwV0NNRjkycHlYbjdqT1VpSmNTaFVxeHNEb2FnTUs2WHVTYVZHVkEtUm53bmRmcTZRPT0mYz02MEJkMzAwdnFjYUlXZ3o4MjVHb21LM3dTcjdfaUtId3N2bF9IaXg5eG1wNDk1d21jTXRMOVE9PSZjaD12a0hQb1FCTnNoNVVGQ0dRdmhpUXdwQjhQTDU3Y1JQa0kzM0ZxVkp1NHJhQzV6NEFOSlVDT0E9PQ==&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=aGhGaFZ4ZnQybHdjOGdwVCtRQ2M0RFAxQ2R2Z2dScWxuM0RmNlplR1RJaz0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y


  

 

Under two pop-up tents near the Connell Park pool, children and 
families browsed through brightly colored beach towels and 
swimsuits on Saturday, July 11, 2026, searching for just the right 
size and design. 
 

But the display wasn’t a summer sale.  
 

It was another act of quiet generosity by parishioners from Mary 
Mother of God Parish, who were distributing free swim supplies 
to local kids as part of the parish’s 10th annual Summer Swim 
Drive. 
 

The giveaway at Connell Park was the third of several poolside 
distributions coordinated by volunteers from the parish’s 
Community and Service Coordinating Team. Throughout late 
spring, the group collected hundreds of new towels and 
swimsuits, along with sunscreen, goggles, flip flops, and other 
swimming essentials from parishioners. 



Click Here to Watch a Video from CTV: Catholic Television from the 
Swim Supplies Distribution  

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Social Services holding 
'Christmas in July' toy collection 

 

  

 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFNcXNGUVRwYTAyMTJjbHY5T1VXaWN2SEdSbVFITy1CY0s0VFdOcktWZ2FudTJEQXFGZG1NMnRlNkg0d0xoMWVra0lSbnpfTGE3MnpfbUE3bGxnRHA0UlFDR2d5eTJjUG1FbXlsSTJQR3FSSDlTazA2UzdwdWlGSEdCQzFPQm9TSFU2R3AzNklwSTRXejJ3X1dTLURZUlNMdmdXVm15d0gyRTZta0pTSEdLRUJKVWxnWk5nZDQ0clJtWEJ0aFNhZm5icVhFbDVmbEJ3QTgwaWFGbUotemN3PT0mYz02MEJkMzAwdnFjYUlXZ3o4MjVHb21LM3dTcjdfaUtId3N2bF9IaXg5eG1wNDk1d21jTXRMOVE9PSZjaD12a0hQb1FCTnNoNVVGQ0dRdmhpUXdwQjhQTDU3Y1JQa0kzM0ZxVkp1NHJhQzV6NEFOSlVDT0E9PQ==&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=YTczOXI0VFRWR2E4dGVuTm1sMkdCbW93N0Y5ck4vNFJxUWtSMnEzb2xuRT0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFNcXNGUVRwYTAyMTJjbHY5T1VXaWN2SEdSbVFITy1CY0s0VFdOcktWZ2FudTJEQXFGZG1NMnRlNkg0d0xoMWVra0lSbnpfTGE3MnpfbUE3bGxnRHA0UlFDR2d5eTJjUG1FbXlsSTJQR3FSSDlTazA2UzdwdWlGSEdCQzFPQm9TSFU2R3AzNklwSTRXejJ3X1dTLURZUlNMdmdXVm15d0gyRTZta0pTSEdLRUJKVWxnWk5nZDQ0clJtWEJ0aFNhZm5icVhFbDVmbEJ3QTgwaWFGbUotemN3PT0mYz02MEJkMzAwdnFjYUlXZ3o4MjVHb21LM3dTcjdfaUtId3N2bF9IaXg5eG1wNDk1d21jTXRMOVE9PSZjaD12a0hQb1FCTnNoNVVGQ0dRdmhpUXdwQjhQTDU3Y1JQa0kzM0ZxVkp1NHJhQzV6NEFOSlVDT0E9PQ==&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=YTczOXI0VFRWR2E4dGVuTm1sMkdCbW93N0Y5ck4vNFJxUWtSMnEzb2xuRT0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y


  

 

It is time for Christmas in July! 
 

Please consider helping Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of 
Scranton get a "head start" on collecting toys for our annual "Gifts 
for Kids" Toy Drive this is now less than six months away.  
 

In the greater-Scranton area, Catholic Social Services partners 
with Friends of the Poor and Catherine McAuley Center to help 
thousands of children, and in Carbondale, the same program 
helps hundreds of addition families in Lackawanna County's Up 
Valley. 
 

To make the gift-giving as easy as possible, we have created 
Amazon Wish-Lists for each location - and the toys will be sent 
directly to our organization.  
 



To help support the "Gifts for Kids" program in Scranton or 
Carbondale, click on the links below or scan the QR code available 
in the above graphics. 

Click Here to Donate to the Scranton Toy Distribution Event 

 

Click Here to Donate to the Carbondale Toy Distribution Event 

 

 

 

 

 

CSS Bridges to Wellness Program 
holding photo exhibition next 

month 
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFNcXNGUVRwYTAyMTJjbHY5T1VXaWN2SEdSbVFITy1CY0s0VFdOcktWZ2FudTJEQXFGZG1NMnRlNkg0d0xoMWVrT25ydWVMWC1RMnhxQkVybGJtaUJNX21nMnlxTl9XSlZOLUVpTDM0RHF0dS1lTDU1U0J1VmJDX0FuTVNQUm9XcVM3TGtWRTBoX0d4MElSOFFvSUhBTXV3VnA0cGwwSHJKRmxsMFZHY1hvWWNCbktQRk1PTGxQelQwWTVoODMyZGJPMzZ4MWZqVlZLbz0mYz02MEJkMzAwdnFjYUlXZ3o4MjVHb21LM3dTcjdfaUtId3N2bF9IaXg5eG1wNDk1d21jTXRMOVE9PSZjaD12a0hQb1FCTnNoNVVGQ0dRdmhpUXdwQjhQTDU3Y1JQa0kzM0ZxVkp1NHJhQzV6NEFOSlVDT0E9PQ==&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=NWd6Y1V4MFNWOVFhenM0UXpER2xBSTE4cTNsblpzTDN1dnFEN2ZIRG4ycz0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFNcXNGUVRwYTAyMTJjbHY5T1VXaWN2SEdSbVFITy1CY0s0VFdOcktWZ2FudTJEQXFGZG1NMnRlNkg0d0xoMWVrbHI1dVFEMWJPY3F6QWFta0VGYkczbXdFSnc2UDJ1MDRCN2tvd0VwSmkwNVRHcHg4aEVHMGtZVElKcF9wZjUtV0F4eWFDUXNGSm9EeDJuWm5vZ0JSbEV4eU1kNGd2ZjlHa1dmSGVNSjBSTzR0RjBmdUc5Q3BTcjJGWURidGNWc3p5TVEzZFVET1ZGcz0mYz02MEJkMzAwdnFjYUlXZ3o4MjVHb21LM3dTcjdfaUtId3N2bF9IaXg5eG1wNDk1d21jTXRMOVE9PSZjaD12a0hQb1FCTnNoNVVGQ0dRdmhpUXdwQjhQTDU3Y1JQa0kzM0ZxVkp1NHJhQzV6NEFOSlVDT0E9PQ==&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=WmNKKytpK0RidnAvQVBpVjJ0T2QwRWZwZ0FFaVIyK1UwN0FQRGlrODJNdz0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y


  

 

The community is invited to join Catholic Social Services for the 
Bridges to Wellness Community Photo Exhibition, “My New Life: 
Bright Moments of My Life in America,” on Saturday, Aug. 8, 



2026, from 12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the IHM Center in 
Scranton. 
 

This special event will celebrate the stories, memories, and 
experiences of the diverse communities we serve through 
meaningful photographs and personal stories. 
 

How to participate: 
 

• Register for the event. 
• Upload one or more photos that represent your life in America. 
• Share the story behind your photo. 
• Join us with your family and friends for an afternoon of 
community, culture, and celebration. 
 

Photo submission deadline: Tuesday, August 5, 2026. 

Click Here to Register and Upload Your Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

Interest surges in U.S. beatification 
of Georgia Martyrs who died 

defending marriage 
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFNcXNGUVRwYTAyMTJjbHY5T1VXaWN2SEdSbVFITy1CY0s0VFdOcktWZ2FudTJEQXFGZG1NMnRlNkg0d0xoMWVrXzRKZGl2MnUwMHpMNGt2Zkt0YkRWdnhEUHNZdmNlUE9FSllTdGI4U1pHcmhMR1ZWdDdwWUxuRUdVX1E1bkFWeDlQcXNqZ0pDQl83azBZYmFZdTRpd2dXc2liWUJXdDNkbEFRbTRlcjRwcWJlbjNiN3hNb0ZGajBoVG13Vm15UFZJUEtrUk1vLVB5bk9iQzY0dlUyRTZ5WDd3ODZGVU9vYyZjPTYwQmQzMDB2cWNhSVdnejgyNUdvbUszd1NyN19pS0h3c3ZsX0hpeDl4bXA0OTV3bWNNdEw5UT09JmNoPXZrSFBvUUJOc2g1VUZDR1F2aGlRd3BCOFBMNTdjUlBrSTMzRnFWSnU0cmFDNXo0QU5KVUNPQT09&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=OVgzTVBYc0pyaDVkU1RNaHZEZGdrL1BjczRVNm1YWll2Vzk0Y0ZBZS9RQT0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y


  

 

The venue for the upcoming beatification of the Georgia Martyrs 
is expanding to accommodate thousands more people after a 
surge in interest from Catholics around the U.S. and the world. 
 

“The martyrs stood up for the sanctity of marriage,” Bishop 
Stephen D. Parkes of Savannah, Georgia, told OSV News of the 
five Franciscan friars from Spain who died in present-day Georgia 
in the 16th century. “It gives us an opportunity really to … 
reinforce the Church’s teaching on marriage.”  
 

The martyrs’ beatification Mass scheduled for Oct. 31 in 
Savannah, Georgia, is changing spaces within the Savannah 
Convention Center to welcome roughly 12,000 people instead of 
the 2,000 originally planned. The move comes as Catholics across 
the country and from Spain are expressing interest in attending, 
including some with historical connections to the martyrs. The 
relatives of one martyr may also travel from Spain. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=NktzNXFFdFhBcHhPOSt4STVoZzNsSjcydUZOZ1hJNkt6VjlJbU5JczYzND0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y


 

 

 

Exhibit highlights St. John Paul II's 
U.S. visits, esteem for nation's 

foundational documents 
 

 

 

 

In his seven visits to America during his papacy, St. John Paul II 
often shared his mastery of the nation’s foundational documents 
— the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights. 
 

“(He) really was a genius at researching and understanding,” 
Grattan Brown, the director of mission and ministry at the St. 
John Paul II National Shrine, told OSV News. 
 

The message, reaffirmed in several ways, was that Americans are 
blessed to have the freedoms they have. And this merged with the 
pontiff’s promotion of human rights. 
 



The shrine, through Sept. 9, has an exhibit dedicated to those 
papal messages to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the 
United States. 
 

Titled “A New Birth of Freedom,” the exhibit includes audio and 
video, photos and artifacts from his visits, including the future 
pope’s trip to America for its bicentennial in 1976. Two years 
later, Polish Cardinal Karol Wojtyla was elected the successor to 
Peter — on Oct. 16, 1978. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

 

New documentary brings 'farm boy' 
martyr Blessed Stanley Rother to 

wider church 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=ZHArVG1TYkE0QnFyMGszUG1rb2dGcDFTTEhuSE5jczEzM2RKa2FNNDdFTT0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y


  

Francisco Bocel remembers the night three assassins forced him 
to bring them to Father Stanley Rother. Bocel shared how he still 
carries that traumatic moment with him – one of many being 
featured – in an upcoming documentary on the life of the slain 
priest. 
 

“American Martyr: The Stanley Rother Story,” scheduled to be 
released in theaters nationwide Aug. 25-27, tells the story of 
Blessed Stanley Rother through those who knew him – 



parishioners, catechists and family members – as well as those 
currently involved in his cause for canonization. 
 

Born and raised in the small town of Okarche, Oklahoma, about 
an hour northwest of Oklahoma City, Stanley Rother became a 
priest of what was then the Diocese of Oklahoma City-Tulsa in 
1963. Five years later, he joined the diocese’s mission staff in 
Santiago Atítlan, Guatemala, where he spent the remainder of his 
life and ministry. By helping improve the lives of the people he 
served, Father Stanley — or “Padre Apla’s” as the Tz’utujil Maya 
called him — was considered a threat. In the early morning hours 
of July 28, 1981, the three gunmen killed him. 
 

His cause was opened in 2007, and in 2016, Pope Francis 
officially recognized his martyrdom, clearing the way for his 
beatification the following year. The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City built a shrine to Blessed Rother and dedicated it in 2023. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

 

 

 

Venezuelan bishops urge faithful to 
reject superstitious view of 

earthquakes 
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=UWtHVzBkSUFWWEVXekpaN3hqYU80OFBNM1JNWUwzbEp5MENGZVBpNjN0bz0=&h=49abef1482d740bcb75fcfaffa38c9e4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVajTDZAsEDk4GjW6XKqvDU0jRdovNBQPcyIh5TeX4Do8tgMvDa62Mk5cCXwN1TtwhXW3aUJ7E7uVy78VJZlKYBKHEs_5vRXDCqmirzxH2fBDWB84adyVEbxWGgAGb-cs7Y


  

 

The bishops of Venezuela called on the faithful to reject the 
superstitious notion that the twin earthquakes that struck the 
country were a divine punishment. 
 

In a pastoral letter published July 22, the Venezuelan bishops’ 
conference said that amid the death and destruction wrought by 
the natural disaster, Christians are called to instead become 
witnesses of hope that comes from Christ’s victory over death. 
 

“For this reason, we must reject the manipulation of those who, 
guided by superstition and fundamentalism, have claimed that 
the earthquakes are a punishment from God, a kind of divine 
vengeance,” the bishops wrote. 
 

Although humans can “aggravate or accelerate the causes of such 
phenomena and their consequences,” the bishops said it was 
important “to understand what God asks of us at a personal and 
community level.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 
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Stroudsburg parish to host 'Faith 
& Fun' night tonight; Weekend 

festivals planned in Tannersville 
and Wilkes-Barre 



 

 



 

 



  

This will be another big weekend for church festivals and picnics - 
and we encourage you to visit as many of them as possible for 
great food and fellowship! 
 



All parishes in the Diocese of Scranton have been invited to send 
their picnic information to the Diocese of Scranton 
Communications Department for promotion. 

Click Here for the Full Listing of 2026 Parish Festivals, Picnics and 
Bazaars 

 

 

   

Follow us on Social Media...  
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