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'Be A Catholic Man' Conference 
set for Saturday in  

Wilkes-Barre 
 



 

 

 

Members of the ‘Be a Catholic Man’ group recently gathered to 
plan for its 11th annual Catholic Men’s Conference under the 
theme, ‘Just Be Catholic.’  
 



The event will be held from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 10, 
2026, at Holy Redeemer High School, 159 S. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Wilkes-Barre.  
 

The Conference will feature nationally known Catholic speakers 
and will conclude with Mass offered by the Most Rev. Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton.  
 

This year’s conference speakers include the Most Rev. Joseph 
Coffey, Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, USA; author and evangelist John Martignoni; and 
commentator Brian Holdsworth.  
 

All men are invited and encouraged to attend to go further in their 
imitation of Christ for the sake of themselves and their loved ones. 
 

Tickets are $40. Students are $15. Priests, Deacons, and 
Seminarians are free. 

 

Click Here for More Information on the 'Be A Catholic Man' Conference  

 

 

 

 

 

Faithful gather for annual Rosary 
Novena in a new location 
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A beloved annual tradition of prayer is continuing this year in a 
new location as faithful from across the Diocese of Scranton 
gathered for the annual Rosary Novena at the Oblates of Saint 
Joseph Chapel. 
 

On Oct. 3, a nine-day Novena began, bringing the faithful together 
each evening for the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Exposition of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament and a spiritual reflection from a 
priest or deacon. 
 

The annual Rosary Novena continues each night through Oct. 11 - 
so there is still time to take part! 
 

The theme of this year’s Rosary Novena was “To Jesus through 
Mary.” 

Click Here to Watch a Video from CTV: Catholic Television from this 
year's Rosary Novena 
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Voter Voice - Urge Governor 
Shapiro to "opt in" to new federal 

tax credit program 
 

  

 

A new federal tax credit has been created to provide funds for 
Pennsylvania students and families–but only if Governor Shapiro 
opts our state into the program by December 31st. 
 

Want help for your K-12 student with education expenses like 
tuition and school supplies?  
 

Generous individuals can donate $1,700 a year to scholarship-
granting organizations and receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit.  
 

Those funds can then be made available to students in need. If our 
state doesn’t opt in, the funds will go to other states. 
 



Urge Governor Shapiro to take action now and say “yes” for 
Pennsylvania students before the December 31st deadline to 
support our students in both public and non-public schools. 

Click Here to Send an Email to Governor Shapiro Regarding the 
Education Freedom Tax Credit 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for Ezra 10:4 Retreat is 
Friday 
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The deadline for the Diocese of Scranton's Ezra 10:4 Retreat is 
this Friday, Oct. 9.  
 



The retreat, which is hosted by the Vocations Office, is for men 
discerning the priesthood and will take place Oct. 16-17 at Holy 
Family Spiritual Renewal Center in Nanticoke.  
 

This preached retreat, named after the Book of Ezra verse that 
says, “Rise, then, for this is your duty! We are with you, so have 
courage and act!” is led by Fr. Ryan Glenn, Vocation Director. 
 

Men 18+ who are interested in discerning a vocation to priesthood 
are invited to attend. For those who have come to the Ezra 10:4 
Retreat before, brand new talks and discussion will be offered, so 
you are encouraged to come again!  
 

This retreat will include Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, talks, group 
discussion, fellowship, rooming accommodations, and breakfast 
and lunch on Saturday. This retreat is FREE to attend.  

Click Here for More Information or to Register for the Ezra 10:4 Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

Register now for 'Faith and Family 
Night' at the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 

Penguins on Oct. 23 
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Get ready for an unforgettable night of faith, family, and thrilling 
hockey action! 
 



The Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins are excited to welcome the 
Diocese of Scranton on Friday, Oct. 23, 2026, for a special Faith 
and Family Night experience.  
 

Gather your friends, family, and fellow community members for 
an evening packed with high-energy sports entertainment and 
heartwarming camaraderie. 
 

This is more than just a game; it’s a chance to connect, celebrate, 
and cheer on your Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins together!  

Click Here for More Information or to Reserve Your Tickets!  

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Social Services hosting 
'Racing to Raffles' fundraiser this 

weekend 
 

  

 

Catholic Social Services of Greater Hazleton is excited to 
announce the return of “Racing to Raffles,” a fun-filled two-day 
fundraising event this weekend benefiting the programs and 
services of Catholic Social Services. 
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The festivities kick off with Preview Night on Friday, Oct. 9, from 
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  
 

Guests can stop by to purchase horses for $10 each and get an 
early start on raffle tickets for gift cards, lottery boards, themed 
baskets and more.  
 

Light snacks will be available for purchase. 
 

Race Night takes place Saturday, Oct. 10. Doors open at 4:00 
p.m., with dinner served at 6:00 p.m. Guests can enjoy an evening 
of horse racing, food and fun, with raffle drawings held between 
the races. 
 

Admission for Race Night is $10 in advance or $15 at the door. 
 

Both events will be held at the Catholic Social Services Family 
Center, 106 S. Church St., Hazleton. 
 

For more information or to purchase advance tickets, call Catholic 
Social Services at 570-455-1521. 

Click Here to Share This Information from the Diocese of Scranton 
Website 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Leo opens Vatican Bishops' 
meeting calling attention to the 

'fragility of families' 
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Pope Leo XIV opened a Vatican meeting of the world’s bishops’ 
conference presidents and the heads of Eastern Catholic churches 
marking the 10th anniversary of “Amoris Laetitia” Oct. 7, saying 
“the beauty and fragility of families” today will be at the heart of 
the week’s discussions. 
 

“During these days dedicated to prayer and reflection, we intend 
to place the beauty and fragility of families at the heart of our 
journey,” Pope Leo prayed as he opened the meeting in the Paul 
VI Audience Hall. 
 

“Together, we seek to discern the direction in which the Holy 
Spirit is guiding us, so as to recognize, support, and promote the 
work He is already accomplishing within them and to value their 
precious contribution to the mission of the Church.” 
 

The Oct. 7-14 closed-door meeting of bishops, convened by Pope 
Leo, is focused on marriage and family and marks the 10th 
anniversary of Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation “Amoris 
Laetitia,” or “The Joy of Love.” 



Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Leo receives relic of Blessed 
Fulton Sheen from Peoria's Bishop 

 

  

 

Bishop Louis Tylka of Peoria, Illinois, presented Pope Leo XIV 
with a relic of the recently beatified Blessed Fulton Sheen during a 
private audience at the Vatican Oct. 5. 
 

Bishop Tylka was one of four U.S. bishops who met the pope on 
Monday. The pope also received 75-year-old Archbishop Thomas 
G. Wenski of Miami for an individual private audience, as well as 
the leadership of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 

For the bishop of Peoria, the opportunity to give the Chicago-born 
pope the relic was “a profound joy and privilege,” especially 
because of Pope Leo’s personal interest in Blessed Fulton Sheen, 
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who was beatified in St. Louis on Sept. 24 with about 50,000 
people in attendance. 
 

“To place a relic of this son of the Diocese of Peoria into the hands 
of the first American pope, both of whom are from Illinois, was an 
especially moving moment,” Bishop Tylka said in a statement 
following the papal audience. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

 

In Assisi, Cardinals and friars 
celebrate the 800th anniversary of 

St. Francis' death 

  

At the stroke of midnight Oct. 4, church bells tolled across the 
Italian hilltown of Assisi to mark the 800th anniversary of St. 
Francis’ death. 
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The Oct. 4 feast of the “the Little Poor Man of Assisi” was the 
pinnacle event amid a yearlong jubilee celebration, which began 
with the historic exposition of his relics for public veneration. 
 

The feast day celebrations began on Oct. 3 with a night procession 
and a solemn commemoration of the “Transitus” (“passage”), the 
traditional Franciscan prayer service in the Basilica of St. Mary of 
the Angels marking St. Francis’ transition into eternal life. The 
basilica houses the chapel where St. Francis died on the night of 
Oct. 3, 1226. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

 

 

 

Supreme Court expected to hear 
religious liberty, gun and 

environmental cases in its new term 
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The U.S. Supreme Court began its new term Oct. 5, with cases on 
its schedule involving religious liberty, guns, immigration and the 
environment. 
 

Among the noteworthy cases the high court will hear this term is 
St. Mary Catholic Parish v. Roy, a clash between Catholic 
preschools and the state of Colorado over whether those schools 
can participate in the state’s universal preschool program. 
 

Mark Rienzi, president and CEO of Becket, a religious liberty law 
firm representing the preschools in the case, told OSV News that 
their clients in the case and the Catholic Church in Colorado liked 
the idea of “a universal pre-K law designed to give every parent in 
the state the chance to send their kid to any pre-K program they 
want.” But he said the problem arose because “Colorado’s 
definition of universal excludes all the Catholic schools.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the 2026-2027 Catholic 
Ministries Appeal 
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The 2026-2027 Catholic Ministries Appeal is now underway! 
Please help us support essential Catholic ministries across the 
Diocese of Scranton. 
 



To date, more than $1.8 million of our $4.5 million goal has been 
raised - equating to 40% of our goal. 

Click Here for More Information or to Donate to the 2026-2027 Catholic 
Ministries Appeal 

 

 

   

Follow us on Social Media...  
 

        
 

Diocese of Scranton  

300 Wyoming Avenue,  
Scranton, PA 18503-1279  

(570) 207-2238  

www.dioceseofscranton.org  
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