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What is the Secular Franciscan Order?
Once known as the Third Order of St. Francis, is an official order within the Catholic Church. It was founded by St. Francis of Assisi in the 13th  century for men and women who live in the world to follow the Gospel Life in the footsteps of St. Francis. 

Who are we?
We are Catholic lay men and women, single or married, as well as Diocesan priests and deacons, who have chosen to follow the Gospel Life in the footsteps of St. Francis. 

What do we do?
We make a profession or a promise after a period of discernment and formation to follow a Rule of Life approved by Paul VI in 1978.  We belong to a fraternity that gathers at least monthly.  We pray the Prayer of Christians, study, strive for ongoing daily conversion, and use our talents and resources to help the poor, the oppressed, the outcast, and the helpless.  We strive to achieve “Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation”.

How do you become a Secular Franciscan?
Discerning a vocation and developing a sense of belonging is essential to “becoming a Secular Franciscan”.  You may have felt an affinity with St Francis.  He seems to pop up all around, and you just don’t know why.  Perhaps God is calling you!


Come and see who we are by attending a fraternity meeting near you.  
Submit a request on the website below for someone to contact you. 
Five Franciscan Martyrs Region- https://www.ffmr-ofs.org/contact-us/

National Website- Explore for information and resources.
Secular Franciscans USA-  https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/
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