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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCIL    
 JULY 28, 2026  (APPROVED AUGUST 25, 2026)

STAFF/COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES			AT LARGE REPRESENTATIVES
Pastor – Rev. Steven Reeves					Justin Endler (excused)
Director of Operations – Ted Marks				Ashley Gardner
								Emily Hinton	
Chairperson – Matt Rasche (excused)				Mary Humphrey
Vice Chair – Aimee Burton					Steve McNeill (excused)
								Abby Nauert
Finance Council – Emily Rickert (excused)			Vicki Neuner (excused)
Director of Music & Worship –Katherine Alberts (excused)	Gena Rasche (excused)	 
Planning & Maintenance – Matt Rasche				Jay Roane (excused)
Stewardship/Adult Faith Formation-Deacon David Maxwell 	Justin Stillwell
Youth Faith Formation – Dee Dee Nauert						

The meeting was opened with Fr. Steven leading prayer.  June meeting minutes were approved with motion by Aimee, with  second by Deacon David.

PASTOR’S REMARKS:  
· St. Lawrence Feast Day Celebration is scheduled for weekend of August 8-9.  The committee, lead by Mary Doris McCubbins plans to serve cookies or donuts after all weekend Masses, and have a pot luck  dinner in gym on Sunday, August 9.  Youth Group will plan activities for kids.  Fr. Steven would like to introduce Parish Council members to Parish – suggest will ask at each Mass for PC members to stand and be recognized and also to be visible at the Celebration.  Father will announce to congregation that any concerns they have can be brought to Parish Council representatives.  Sign up sheets for the dinner are in gathering space.

Chairman’s Remarks
· Matt asked members for any Parishioners concerns:  Beth reported the organ music overcomes the cantor, and the slides are not in sync with the music.  Discussion followed with inquiry as to showing the music notes on the slides, which was explained would make the words too small to read.  Currently the hymnal page is shown only on first slide of each song, with suggestion to show page number on every slide for the song.
· Leadership update:  Aimee Burton is stepping down as Vice Chair, with Amy Wilson accepting the position.  Looking for someone to take over the Chairperson position.  Please talk to Fr. Steven if interested.
· Matt reported he received inquiry as to a way to broadcast messages to Parishioners.  Discussion followed regarding possible options of My Parish App, Flock Notes, Constant Contact.  Example of message is death of parishioner.  Discussion followed with suggestion to check with Youth Group for someone to explore  which option is best, for service hours.  Would need an administrator.
· Matt discussed previous years where Parish Council had a Saturday July Retreat, with a moderator.  Will plan for next year.

STEWARDSHIP
· Discussed need to give descriptions of each Ministry to new Parish members, and then, when they mark the Ministry they are interested in, to pass their name(s) to the Ministry leader.  The Ministry leader is responsible to contact the person(s).  It was reported that currently they are given a list of Ministries, but no description of what the duties/responsibilities are for each.  New members advised they were never contacted for the ministries they marked to serve in.   Stewardship form is on Web Site, under “I’m New”.
· David and Ted advised they attended an Archdiocese Stewardship meeting, where they were given advice to Emphasize and Organize, to achieve more involvement.   Need to make sure ministries are structured properly.  Discussion followed regarding making follow-up calls with new members.  Suggestion to promote Stewardship in Fall.
· Dee Dee suggested the decline in involvement may be due to same people always doing it.  Need new people to step up.  But agreed personal contact is needed to encourage involvement.  Father asked how to instill Ownership Mentality instead of Consumer Mentality?
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Stewardship continued:
· Beth advised she will be in charge of Eucharistic Ministers and Sacristans.  Eucharistic Ministers should go up to altar when Deacon David goes to tabernacle.  After discussion, suggestion made for Eucharistic Ministers to gather with Father before Mass, and process in together, as was done in past with Fr. Tony.  Also, this would make it apparent if there is an absence that needs to be filled at Communion time.
· Matt reported on an event the Parish held several years ago, which was a Couples Dinner with theme “Love Language”.  Discussed need to offer opportunities for young couples/families.  
· Beth suggested need to come up with ideas for each different Mass time, with each having a different personality;  such as donuts after 8:00 Mass, Social Hour after 5:00 Mass with appetizers.  Need more opportunities to talk one on one and meet new people.
· Discussed need to form a Stewardship Committee.  Deacon David offered to lead this committee.  Ashley, Mary, and Emily volunteered to be on committee.
· Suggestion for committee to follow up with new members for some amount of time after joining parish, to see if have any questions and if participating in ministries.    


NDA PARTNERSHIP
Dee Dee reported the Boosters are stepping up more, which has improved relations - partnership going in good direction.  Working on new NDA School Board Chairperson.  Matt said he has suggested to Ashley that NDA Board member report at Parish Council, and a Parish Council member attend NDA Board meetings.  Amy Wilson advised the NDA PTO partners with the Booster Club.  Father said he has good relationship with NDA and Ashley Titus.  All is going in good direction.  Wednesday, July 29, is new parent night at NDA.  Parents will be reminded this is a Catholic school, with partnership with St. Lawrence and Mary Queen of Peace.  Should emphasize this is their community, and to get involved.  Dee Dee is working on Sacraments.


DISCIPLESHIP
Father asked Council if there was an interest in having a Parish Mission?  Good theme for Mission would be Discipleship - What Defines a Disciple?  Need to spark Faith, plan for future.  Is it possible to plan with NDA to make it an NDA/St. Lawrence event and include the kids?  Ted added that Discipleship is the key to Stewardship.  After discussion, suggestion made:  If Mission is joint effort with NDA, and is held on week night, Matt suggested the coaches take their team to Mission instead of practice.


Motion to adjourn by Mary Humphrey, second by Amy Wilson.  Meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
   

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 25, 2026 AT 6:30 PM.

Respectively submitted,   
Dee Gossman



