
Remember St. Thomas Church in your will

Father Eugene Grytner, SDS 
Office hours Mon-Fri 9 am to 12 pm 

1305 E. Mann Road  Bartow, FL  33830 
 

MASSES 
Daily at 8:30 am - No Mass on 

Wednesday and Saturday morning. 
Saturday:   Vigil Bartow: 5:00 pm  

 
Sunday:  Bartow 10:30 am  

Sacraments 

Confessions: Half hour prior to masses. 

Marriage preparation: Arrangements must be 
made four months in advance. 

Baptism: Last Sunday of the month. 
 

Call Evelyn Rivera 863-370-4000 
evecoulter@aol.com 

 
Sick calls – Anytime 

Communion for Sick and Home Bound 
Call the Church Office 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - Every 
Sunday 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm 

Monday 8:30 am to 10:30 am 
Thursday 7:00 pm 

 

Religious Education  
Evelyn Rivera 863-370-4000 

 

Religious Formation – Every Sunday 
Sept thru May 

Preschool thru 8th 
Sun 9 am + Mass 

 

Email: office@stthomasbartow.org 
Phone  863-533-8578 
Fax      863- 533-5090 

www.stthomasbartow.org 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS WELCOME! 
Registration forms in church or office 

 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
2180 S. Kissingen Ave. Bartow FL, 33830 

Diocese of Orlando  

 



18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 2, 2026 

 
 

 
: 

Sat Aug 1 5:00 pm For All Parishioners 
Sun Aug 2 10:30 am +Francisco Lopez  

By Ivette Henderson
Mon Aug 3 8:30 am Pattie Scott 

By Denise Bohde
Tue Aug 4 8:30 am Camille Morton 

By Denise Bohde
Thu Aug 6 8:30 am All Souls in Purgatory 
Fri  Aug 7 8:30 am All Souls in Purgatory 

By Orlys Lopez
Sat Aug 8 5:00 pm For All Parishioners 
Sun Aug 9 10:30 am +Jose’ Pedroza 

By Maria & Rick Davila
 
 

 
 

 

 Please Pray For….. 
 

Stuart Andrews, Terry Ayres, Kristin Bing, Pete 
Byrne, Melvin Casey, Debbie Coffman,  Alan 
English, Rachel Gohlman, Dorothy Guptill, Delores 
Hart, Austin Heath, Zachary Heath, Ivette 
Hernandez, Jennifer Hoffer, Reagan H., Mark 
Jansen, Missy Jansen, Stuart Jones, Fr. Gabriel 
Kamienski, Bill Kjerrumgaard, David LaCalair, 
Aaron Mills, Adam Mills, Zachary Mills, Scott Mize, 
Kathleen Morris,  Lacey Pate, George Pizano, 
Karlee Severns, Richie Southwell, Chuck Spencer, 
Murphy Stidham, Rita Taylor,  Laura Webb 

 
Please pray for our deceased diocesan 
priests  
 

Aug 3, 2023       Rev. Felicito Baybay 
Aug 8, 2008       Rev. Sean Shine 
Aug 26, 1993     Rev. Bronis Benesevich 
Aug 28, 2013     Rev. Michael J. Hannon 
Aug 28, 2022     Rev. Donald Mainardi  
 

   
 

Registration for CCD will be before and after 
Mass in the school 

 

July 18th, 19th, 25th, 26th 
 August 1st, 2nd, 8th and 9th 

 

No registration after August 9th   

The first day of class will be August 16th   
 

  LECTORS EMHC 
8/1-5:00 pm 

Luke Almanzan 
Angelika Almanzan 

Angelika Almanzan 
Luke Almanzan 

8/2-10:30 am 
Evelyn Rivera 
Rick Davila 

Evelyn Rivera  
George Cherry 

8/8-5:00 pm 
Barbara Van Orsdale 
Ruth Palmer 

Doug Van Orsdale 
Ruth Palmer 

8/9-10:30 am 
Martha Laurent 
Caroline Picart 

Pattie Scott 
Maria Davila 

 
\\ 

 
 

 
7/19 Regular 

Maintenance 
Diocesan 

$1621.00
88.25

237.00
 

7/19 Regular  140.00
 

COME TO PRAY 
 

August 6  First Thursday of the Month is 
dedicated to pray for new vocations to the 
priesthood and the religious life, and the sanctity 
of life for those already called. 
 

August 7  First Friday of the Month is dedicated 
to the Veneration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 
JOHN PAUL II’S PRESENCE STILL 

RESONATES 
 

Though he died 21 years ago, John Paul 
remains a pope of the future. 
 

While I was writing this dedication, the doorbell 
rang. I was visited by a young man whose name 
is John Paul. It was an unexpected visit and the 
only one he ever made to my home. I could not 
pass off this unlikely occurrence as being a 
matter of chance, for I had experienced other 
remarkable occurrences involved the now 
canonized saint.  
 

It was April 2, 2005. I had been invited to speak 
at a conference. During an intermission, I was 
chatting with a former student of mine who was, 
at that time, studying law. I was recounting 
several remarkable occurrences I had had 
involving the Pope. Our conversation was 
interrupted by the announcement that Pope 



John Paul II had died. We looked at each other 
somewhat startled, though also saddened. I 
said to him, “You see what I mean.”   
 

It is said that a saint makes the Gospel 
luminous. I believe that on several occasions, I 
felt John Paul’s luminosity. John Paul was said 
to have “charisma.” This word is derived 
from charis, the Greek word for grace. Romano 
Guardini refers to this as meaning, “the release 
of loveliness.” Another word that the media used 
to describe John Paul’s character 
was amiability.   
 

In 1994, when Time magazine named Pope 
John Paul II “Man of the Year,” a small group of 
its editors and correspondents flew to Rome to 
meet and honor him. After a private audience, 
Thomas Sancton, chief of correspondents, 
made the following comment: “I felt something 
very special in his presence. One does sense 
that this is no ordinary mortal. There is 
something about him that surpasses charisma 
and personality. You don’t have to be a Roman 
Catholic, or even a believer in God, to feel 
something almost mystical in his presence.”   
 

John Paul was a man of remarkable versatility. 
He was a world-class philosopher, a theologian, 
a poet, an actor, a playwright, linguist, and skier. 
He was more than the Man of the Millennium. 
He is a man for all ages.   
 

George Weigel, author of the definitive 
biography of the Pope, Witness to Hope, has 
predicted that John Paul’s theology of the body 
is “a kind of time bomb set to go off, with 
dramatic consequences sometime in the third 
millennium of the Church.” Though he died 20 
years ago, John Paul remains a pope of the 
future.   
 

We would be remiss if we did not mention his 
extraordinary sense of humor. He could joke in 
whatever language he happened to be 
speaking.     
 

On Nov. 11, 1993, after addressing a group of 
workers in Rome, he slipped on a newly 
installed piece of carpeting in St. Peter’s 
Basilica and fell several steps. Although he was 
in pain, he said to the crowd on his way out of 
the hall, “Sono caduto ma non sono scaduto (I 
have fallen, but I have not been promoted).    
 

The late Sir John Gielgud, considered Britain’s 
pre-eminent Hamlet, remarked that John Paul 
has a perfect sense of timing. Others have 
likened his sense of timing with that of Jack 
Benny. At a synod in October 1994, his artificial 
hip joint was giving him problems. He tried to 
reassure the assembled bishops by citing the 
comment that Galileo allegedly muttered, 
“Eppur’ si muove” (and yet it moves).    
 

His writings have lasting value. Consider the 
following passage that unites the finite with the 
infinite in the context of truth: “The body, and it 
alone, is capable of making visible what is 
invisible: the spiritual and the divine. It was 
created to transfer into the visible reality of the 
world the mystery hidden since time immemorial 
with God, and thus be a sign of truth.”     
 

How important it is for people to realize the 
implications of this statement. John Paul’s 
theology of the body and his anthropological 
realism is more relevant today than when he 
was alive. His contribution to posterity remains 
in potency to be more fully understood.    
 

In 1976, during the Eucharistic Congress in 
Philadelphia, a certain man got up and gave a 
little speech that embarrassed everyone 
present. This man from a Second World country 
suggested that the hour is ripe for the final 
confrontation between God and Satan, between 
the Word and the Anti-Word. Everyone coughed 
a little and the man left. Two years later he 
appeared on the balcony of St. Peter’s in Rome, 
introducing himself to the world as Pope John 
Paul II.    
 

Being a witness to hope, St. John Paul will 
continue to serve the people of the world far into 
the future. He left the earth 20 years ago. 
Twenty years from now he may be better known 
than he is today.     
 

The many schools and institutions that bear his 
name will continue to study and promulgate his 
work. The abundance of books about him will 
ensure a lasting legacy. His pastoral visits to 
124 countries planted seeds that will bear fruit 
in the next generation. The future will not see 
another like him. He was sent to earth by God 
not for a mere 27 years, the length of his 
pontificate, but for time immemorial.      
 

    Donald DeMarco, Ph.D. 
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