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ST. THOMAS ANNOUNCEMENTS
October 25, 2026

1. PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR PEACE IN THE UKRAINE AND ISRAEL.

2. The obligation to participate in the Eucharist in person on Sundays and other
holy days of obligation was restored four years ago on Palm Sunday 2022.
Regular attendance at Mass is what fulfills God’s commandment to “Keep holy the
Sabbath Day”. Our world is hurting. We all need healing yet many of us are separated
from the source of our strength. Jesus Christ invites us to return to the source and
summit of our faith: his Real Presence in the Eucharist.

3. Our Parish bulletin can be viewed weekly online by clicking on the Bulletin button on
our website at www.stthomasbartow.org. There is also a button to view the previous
week’s bulletin if you missed it. If you do not have access to the internet, please let
the office know, and copies can be printed. If you look at the bulletin on your phone,
you can add an icon to your homepage by doing the following steps for an iphone.
1. Do a search for stthomasbartow.org. 2. When the page opens, Click (touch)
the small square with an arrow pointing up on the bottom of the screen. 3. Scroll
down and (touch “Add to Home Screen”. 4. Click (touch) “Add” in the upper right-
hand corner. The next time you want to view the website, you only have to touch the
new icon on your home page screen. If you need help finding the website or creating
the icon on your phone, call the office or stop in the narthex after Mass for help. If
you have an Android phone, please call the office for directions.

4. To subscribe to Bishop John Noonan’s E-Scroll, news from the Diocese of Orlando
go to www.orlandodiocese.org/e-scroll/. Just provide your name and email address.
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5. Fr. Blake Britton, a priest in our Diocese, who is now at the Pontifical Institute of St.
John Paul Il in Washington DC for further studies, has written a book, Reclaiming
Vatican Il, What It (Really) Said, What It Means, and How It Calls Us to Renew the
Church. If you would like to purchase the book, click on the following link:
https://books.wordonfire.org/reclaimingvaticanii

6. Bishop Robert Barron, author, speaker, theologian and founder of Word on Fire, a
global media ministry, is producing a seven volume Bible series. Volume | focuses
on the Gospels, Volume Il on Acts, Letters, and Revelation, Volume lll, on The
Pentateuch, Volume IV on The Promised Land and Volume V on Exile and Return.
All are all available now at htips://wordonfire.org/bible. Volume VI The Wisdom
Literature and will be released at a later date. If you would like to subscribe to Bishop
Barron’s newsletter, go to https://wordonfire.org/#newsletter and just provide your
email address.

7. In honor of Mother Angelica, foundress of EWTN catholic television network, please
consider a gift of $10, $20, or $25 per month or any amount you choose.
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Catholic Trivia

Did you know that the real wonder woman was a saint? For 1,500 years this saint
waited eagerly to intercede for fellow Christians.

Thud, thud, thud. 1t was 1802. The workmen’s pickaxes chipped away at the dirt that
had caked the walls and floor of St. Priscilla’s catacomb for centuries. Thud, thud,
thud. Thud, thud, CLUNK. The workmen were suddenly alert. Here was a sound
different from the dull thump of grimed metal on crusty dirt, which they had heard for
hours (if not days) on end! Quickly clearing away the earth, they discovered three
ancient tiles bearing some simple drawings in red paint and a line of letters:

PAX TECUM FILUMENA
For roughly 1,500 years, these words had kept watch in darkness and silence over
the tomb of a young Christian martyred during Diocletian’s great persecution. Now, a
Vatican overseer came to the site...the tomb of the unknown martyr was opened...and
the relics of a young girl—no older than fifteen or fourteen—were placed in the
treasury of Sacred Relics.

Philomena is the English version of Filumena, which comes from the Latin meaning
“‘Daughter of Light.” In 1805, a priest from Mugnano del Cardinale, Fr. Francesco di
Lucia, obtained her relics from Rome and transferred them to the Church of Our Lady
of Grace.

A host of miracles were reported to follow the arrival of Philomena’s relics: a boy
crippled from birth was able to walk...a blind girl regained her sight...the archbishop’s
assistant was healed on his deathbed upon calling out to the saint...and the
resurrection of a young boy who had succumbed to chronic illness, to name a few.
Pope Gregory XVI authorized Philomena’s public veneration with a Mass and Divine
Office in 1837, although the lack of verifiable background concerning this martyr
ultimately prevented her feast day from remaining on the official Church calendar. It
was removed in 1961. Nevertheless, fervent devotion to her has grown quickly in the
200 years since her discovery, including her veneration by several saints such as
Padre Pio and Frances Xavier Cabrini. The abundance of miracles attributed to her
intercession earned her the title of “Wonder-worker.”

St. John Vianney was deeply devoted to her. When people asked him for certain
favors through prayer, Vianney then asked St. Philomena for help, and when the
miracles came, he deferred all praise to her! (What a clever and humble saint!) St.
John Vianney frequently turned to St. Philomena’s intercession. Bring one particular
intention to her today, especially something that has seemed difficult or impossible,
and ask her to carry it to God in prayer.
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