
Remember St. Thomas Church in your will

Father Eugene Grytner, SDS 
Office hours Mon-Fri 9 am to 12 pm 

1305 E. Mann Road  Bartow, FL  33830 
 

MASSES 
Daily at 8:30 am - No Mass on 

Wednesday and Saturday morning. 
Saturday:   Vigil Bartow: 5:00 pm  

Sunday: Ft. Meade 8:00 am 
Sunday:  Bartow 10:30 am  

Sacraments 

Confessions: Half hour prior to masses. 

Marriage preparation: Arrangements must be 
made four months in advance. 

Baptism: Last Sunday of the month. 
 

Call Evelyn Rivera 863-370-4000 
evecoulter@aol.com 

 
Sick calls – Anytime 

Communion for Sick and Home Bound 
Call the Church Office 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - Every 
Sunday 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm 

 
 

Religious Education  
Jessica Witmer 863-602-3837 

 

Religious Formation – Every Sunday 
Sept thru May 

Preschool thru 8th 
Sun 9 am + Mass 

 

Email: office@stthomasbartow.org 
Phone  863-533-8578 
Fax      863- 533-5090 

www.stthomasbartow.org 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS WELCOME! 
Registration forms in church or office 

 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
2180 S. Kissingen Ave. Bartow FL, 33830 

Diocese of Orlando  
 



30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 25, 2026 

 

 
 

 
: 

Sat Oct 24 5:00 pm +Jeanne Amatangelo 
By Marge Estok

Sun Oct 25 8:00 am For All Parishioners 
Sun Oct 25 10:30 am +Chuck Spencer 

By Ann Spencer
Mon Oct 26 8:30 am +Fr. Domingo Gonzalez 

By Martha & John Laurent
Fri Oct 30 8:30 am All Souls in Purgatory 
Sat Oct 31 5:00 pm +Francisco Lopez 

By Ivette Hernandez
Sun Nov 1 8:00 am For All Parishioners 
Sun Nov 1 10:30 am All Souls in Purgatory 

 
 
 

There will be no daily Mass October 27-29. 

 
 

 Please Pray For….. 
 

Stuart Andrews, Terry Ayres, Kristin Bing, Pete 
Byrne, Melvin Casey, Debbie Coffman,  Alan 
English, Rachel Gohlman, Dorothy Guptill, Delores 
Hart, Austin Heath, Zachary Heath, Ivette 
Hernandez, Jennifer Hoffer, Reagan H., Mark 
Jansen, Missy Jansen, Stuart Jones, Fr. Gabriel 
Kamienski, Bill Kjerrumgaard, David LaCalair, 
Aaron Mills, Adam Mills, Zachary Mills, Scott Mize, 
Kathleen Morris,  Lacey Pate, George Pizano, 
Karlee Severns, Sr. Zofia, Richie Southwell, 
Murphy Stidham, Rita Taylor,  Laura Webb 

 
Please pray for our deceased diocesan 
priests  
 

Oct 3, 1988       Rev. Philip Stegeman 
Oct 4, 1978       Rev. Neil Sager 
Oct 5, 2015       Rev. Joseph Aiden Nolan 
Oct 9, 2019       Rev. Raymond O’Leary 
Oct 11, 2010       Msgr. Paul Kamide 
Oct 13, 1993       Rev. Louis Dunleavy 
Oct 13, 1985       Rev. Bernard L. Hickey 
Oct 24, 2019       Rev. Michael Giglio 
Oct 26, 2008       Msgr. Matthew Connelly 
Oct 27, 2002       Rev. Patrick O’Reilly 
Oct 30, 2008       Msgr. Charles A. Bartok 
 

 LECTORS EMHC 
10/24-5:00 pm 

Victor Aguirre 
Ryan Curtis 

Doug Van Orsdale 
Pat Lowery 

10/25-10:30 am 
Carrie Brown 
Caroline Picart 

Maria Davila 
Pattie Scott 

10/31-5:00 pm 
Barbara Van Orsdale 
Mike DeNeve 

Susan DeNeve 
Doug Van Orsdale 

11/1-10:30 am 
Unique Gonzalez 
Maureen Leckie 

Maria Davila 
George Cherry 

 
\\ 

 
 

 
10/11 Regular 

Maintenance 
CCD 

$1556.00
322.00
200.00

 

10/11 
 

Regular 
Maintenance 

368.00
31.00

 

 
All Souls’ Day Envelopes 

 

November 2nd is All Souls’ Day.  Five Masses 
will be said for your departed family and friends.  
Envelopes can be found in the pews.  Please 
return your envelopes by November 1st. 
 

 
 

Like any prayer, the purpose of the Rosary is to 
bring us closer to the Lord. Unlike most “vocal 
prayers,” the Rosary is also meant to be a 
meditation on the subject matter of the 
Mysteries.  This leads us to the Rosary as a 
meditation. All of these same elements can be 
drawn out of the Rosary by meditating on its 
Mysteries. Contemplating the Mysteries we see 
the reasons to adore and give thanks in the 
greatness of God and the greatness of His love 
for us. We see the evil of our sins and the 
reasons for contrition and in Jesus and Mary the 
models of holiness to which we ought to aspire, 
so that we may share in the joys and glory of 
eternal life with the Holy Trinity.  Thus, the 
Rosary leads us to a deepening of Faith, Hope, 
and Charity. It is, as many saints have testified, 
the door of the faithful to a deeper prayer life and 
a deeper union with God. 



LEADING WITH A HEART LIKE MARY’S 
 

(Continued from last week) 
 

Sorrow No. 4: The carrying of the cross 
 

Is the fourth sorrow the carrying of Jesus’ 
cross or of Mary’s? Mary didn’t carry a literal 
cross, but she certainly followed her son as he 
carried his, and her heart certainly broke as she 
watched him suffer. We don’t know how much 
Mary knew about why Jesus allowed his 
passion and death, but even if she’d understood 
everything Jesus did, it wouldn’t have made it 
easier to watch him experience so much pain. 
 

I frequently wonder if I would be able to stand by 
and watch my own child be unjustly persecuted. 
Of course, there is a time to stand up and protest 
injustice, but Mary somehow knew either that 
she shouldn’t or that she couldn’t (or both). 
Similarly, as leaders, we can’t always fight our 
employees’ fights for them. We have to pray for 
the prudence to know how (or whether) to 
respond — and the patience to let God’s will 
take place, whether it was what we wanted for 
our employees or not. 
 

Sorrow No. 5: The Crucifixion of Jesus 
 

Jesus was fully God, but he was also fully 
human, and I can imagine that it gave him 
comfort to have his mother by his side as he was 
killed. 
 

It hurts to watch people we care about suffer, 
perhaps especially if we don’t know why — and 
so often we don’t get to know the reason. An 
empathetic leader will hurt when her team 
members are hurting and will sympathize with 
her customers when they experience suffering. 
From Mary, we can learn to “rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep” (Rom 
12:15). We don’t have to make a scene, and we 
don’t have to change the situation if it’s beyond 
our power to do so. But we can be there with 
them. 
 

Sorrow No. 6: Jesus is taken down from the 
cross 
 

I had the gift of seeing the beautiful Pietá in 
person back in 2008. I was a college student, 
and I considered myself Catholic but was not 
exactly practicing. Still, I couldn’t help but be 
touched by the famous Michelangelo sculpture 
of Mary holding her dead son’s body. It’s not just 

a technical masterpiece; it is a monument to a 
mother’s love and to the devotion to Jesus that 
Mary can inspire in all of us. It was one of many 
seeds God planted to help me find my way back 
home to the Church. 
 

Mary saw Jesus’ life through to the end and, 
ultimately, what came next. She did not 
abandon him while he was alive, and she did not 
leave his body to grieve in private when he died. 
She held it, she mourned, and she made sure it 
was taken care of. Her behavior is an example 
of how much we should love Jesus, including 
the body that was so damaged for us. It’s also 
an example of the faithful perseverance with 
which we should approach the work that God 
has given us to do. 
 

Sorrow No. 7: Jesus is laid in the tomb 
 

Those three days between when they laid Jesus 
in the tomb and when he rose from the dead 
must have been full of sorrow for Mary. She was 
missing her son and mourning in particular the 
way he died. We can also speculate that her 
motherly heart was caring for the apostles as 
well, especially John, to whom Jesus had 
entrusted her and whom he had entrusted to 
her. What would it be like, to go from seeing and 
touching and hearing and talking to Jesus to 
silence? 
 

We can’t ever literally see Jesus, outside of the 
Eucharist. Often, we can sense his presence, 
especially in prayer. Other times, though, he 
feels totally hidden from us. St. Teresa of 
Kolkata (Mother Teresa) famously experienced 
a long period — most of her life — when she did 
not feel Jesus’ presence. Yet, she continued 
with the mission he had given her. Just so, when 
we go through spiritual dry spells, we must 
continue to pray, continue to frequent the 
sacraments, and continue to lead the people 
God has entrusted to our leadership. 
 

Taryn DeLong 
 

THANK YOU 
 

A special Thank You to everyone who worked 
our Rummage Sale and to those who donated 
goods. 
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